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Editor’s Desk
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When we visit zoos, we sometimes wonder if it is the visitors rather 
than the animals on display who should be locked up in cages. A 

couple of weeks back, a photograph went viral over social media showing 
two crocodiles at the Karachi Zoo basking in the sun. Their bodies were 
covered with red stains left by ‘paan’ and ‘gutka’. Thankfully, there was some 
outrage over social media with people asking if animals, with whom we share 
the world, have no dignity and no right to protection. This behaviour is not 
uncommon. At zoos in all our major cities, people can be spotted attempting 
to prod animals with sticks or pelt them with stones. The animals, locked 
behind bars, are unable to defend themselves. In other cases, people have 
passed razors to monkeys or thrown plastic bags into enclosures, in some 
cases causing the death of the animals which swallowed them.

It is difficult to say why people behave in this fashion. Surely, it does not 
require a degree in zoology to recognize that handing over a razor blade 
or a cigarette to a chimpanzee could result in serious injury to the animal. 
Recently there have also been protests over the treatment of animals at the 
Islamabad Zoo and allegations that they were not being provided food due 
to corruption by the administration. The director of the Karachi Zoo says 
that there is not enough staff to keep a watch on all visitors. This may be 
correct. What we require is awareness programmes to dissuade people from 
deliberately attempting to provoke animals for their own amusement. The 
Lahore Zoo has begun such programmes for schoolchildren but it will take 
a long time for the vile behaviour of zoo-goers to change. The Karachi Zoo 
administration also says major improvements are planned at the zoo but we 
have heard similar accounts before.

The thing is, it is not just the people but the authorities as well who 
have failed to facilitate these animals. The reputation of the Karachi Zoo as 
a legitimate zoological institution is all but gone in the eyes of most that 
have had the misfortune of visiting it. The zoo today, is nothing short of a 
torture house that keeps its animals in a similar manner to that of prisoners 
of war. However, in Lahore, the image of a healthy zoo is far from reality, with 
visiting children expressing concern over the ill-treatment of animals. Animals 
in the Lahore Zoo were found to be caged and suffering in extreme weather 
conditions, with either no facilities to cool them, or such facilities being off 
due to disrepair.

The truth is that we seem unable to maintain any kind of humanity or 
good sense at zoos and given the resource shortages, perhaps it would be 
wise not to maintain zoos at all. There is consistent debate abroad about the 
ethics of keeping animals caged in zoos; perhaps, only animals which face 
extinction in the wild should be kept at zoos so that they are protected and 
can be bred. Certainly, it will be a long time before Pakistan’s zoos are able 
to achieve anything like this. In the meanwhile, visitors need to be penalized 
for behaviour intended to hurt animals, mark them or demonstrate a lack of 
caring for other species which inhabit the globe.

Being Human
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Fashion Event

This is with reference to the last month’s cover story on the 4th HUM Style Awards 

titled ‘A Night of Style and Entertainment’ that showcased the industry’s best. 

The always highly-anticipated award show each year acknowledged and honoured 

preeminent movers and shakers in Pakistan’s myriad industries with a special focus 

on fashion. This year too, the event emphasised on style and entertainment. Awards 

were also distributed along with riveting and highly entertainment performances by a 

bevy of popular celebrities like Zara Noor Abbas, Farhan Saeed and Urwa Hocane, 

Sara Loren and Ahsan Khan, Abrar-ul-Haq and the band Young Stunners. The 

event had stunning decor, beautiful red carpet and effortlessly stylish celebrities that 

graced the evening filled with music, dance, fashion and accolades.

Tanzila Mumtaz,
Islamabad, Pakistan.

Sports at School
Sports should be like a mandatory course from schools to 

universities. There should be marks to pass the course by playing 

well and enhancing skills in hockey, football, snooker, swimming, 

cricket, etc. There should be at least one period for sports every day 

for every class. Sport 

is not only a fun 

activity but it also 

keeps students 

physically fit and 

mentally active. We 

should realise that 

sports help children 

develop teamwork 

and sportsmanship. 

Experts suggest that 

exercise and sports 

trigger chemicals in 

the brain that can make you feel happier and relaxed. Sports give 

you a strong heart, improved lung function and increased confidence, 

besides reducing stress and improving mental health..

Fayyaz Ashfaq,
Karachi, Pakistan

Pre-planned Agenda
The Wuhan coronavirus spreading from China is a serious disease 

that circles the 

globe. Scientists 

do not yet know 

how lethal the new 

coronavirus is so there 

is uncertainty about 

how much damage it 

might cause but there 

is growing consensus 

that the pathogen is 

readily transmitted 

between humans. 

Though the virus is attacking the innocent Chinese at large, in actuality, 

this virus has its long term pre-planned agenda against China to destroy 

its economy by hitting at them directly. Currently, there have been only a 

handful of confirmed cases of the coronavirus in India, mostly in recent 

travellers to Wuhan. Rather than rushing out to buy masks and fretting 

over the unlikely chance of contracting coronavirus, we must be vigilant 

in monitoring its spread while working to find solutions.

Lalita Goswami,
Kerala, India.

Readers’ Thoughts

Health Hazard
Tobacco smoking among youth is a menace 

which has been spreading fast. Smoking 

is particularly common among college and 

university students which lead them towards 

failure in their personal and professional life. 

According to reports, more than half of boys 

smoke in universities while the girls are also 

addicted to cigarettes. Although no reason 

could justify cigarette smoking, pressure from 

classmates is the major reason for smoking. 

Students compel their class fellows to use 

cigarette as it is considered fashionable which 

eventually becomes a habit and addiction. 

Workload in educational institutions also 

plays a major role as students are required 

to do a lot of assignments, quizzes and case 

studies. They adopt smoking as a source of 

entertainment and fighting off the pressure. 

Thus, the authorities concerned should take 

steps to discourage smoking at educational 

institutions.

Romana Igleas,
Granada, Spain.
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Who Said That!

“My mother raised me to be strong, to a point 
that if one day, I was left alone, I would be able 
to take care of myself.”  
– Ayesha Farooq, Pakistan’s First Female 
War Pilot

“I feel my career is all about being at the right place at the 
right time.” 
– Shabana Azmi, actress

“Truth is the power that will resolve our problems 
so we must speak the truth if we are to be a great 
nation. ” 
– Imran Khan, Prime Minister of Pakistan

“I don’t sit around thinking about my titles and 
roles; I just do what feels right.” 
- Meghan Markle, British royal

“We don’t want cricket reduced to a level where it 
turns into a hooligans’ sport and the spirit of the 
game is eroded. We can’t have a situation like we 
see in football.” – Ehsan Mani, Chairman, PCB

“In Hollywood everything is so documented. If you 
go for a drink with somebody, it’s passed around the 
world so quickly.” -Catherine Zeta-Jones, actress

Worsening 
Conditions
The assassination of Major General Qasem 

Soleimani via a drone strike near Baghdad’s 

international airport affected the people of Iran 

at large. Though the act was condemned by 

many international observers, Iran responded 

by targeting US military bases in Iraq with 

missile strikes. Iran even mistook a Ukrainian 

passenger plane as US military aircraft, resulting 

in the death of 176 innocent human beings. 

The relationship between both the countries 

has been bitter since 1978 and conditions will 

worsen if they proceed towards escalation of 

hostilities.

Asad Elyas,
Tehran, Iran.

Unique 
Combination
With talented chefs and street vendors, 

Karachi Eat 2020 proved to be a tasty 

and flavoursome food fest with people of all ages 

enjoying their time. Several eateries had new 

entrees as well as home-based preparations., 

The menus really tantalized the taste buds. 

Chipseez introduced signature beetroot, sweet 

potato and potato chips, Lemon Grass launched 

Crying Tiger and Spicogetti offered new entree 

Chic ‘N’ Cheese Spaghetti in addition to Khausa 

and Singaporean Rice. Churrosity also came 

back with a new Churro Hot Dog. 

To top it all, the performances by Zoe 

Viccaji, Canadian bhangra group Josh and 

Punjabi band Sahara UK among others, added 

further excitement to the atmosphere. As they 

say, good music and good food make a unique 

combination.

Asim Riaz,
Karachi, Pakistan.

“Price is what you pay. Value is what you get.”
 – Warren Buffet, American entrepreneur

“Republican comes in the dictionary just after reptile and 
just above repugnant.”
-  Julia Roberts, actress
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Grapevine

What’s In a name?

TV actress Ayeza Khan says she had reservations about the 
name ‘Danish’, the name of Humayun Saeed’s character, 

in Mere Paas Tum Ho. Her husband’s name in real life is Danish 
Taimoor.

Ayeza says that in the beginning she had questions about the 

name of Danish in the drama serial because it is the name of her 

husband in real life. She even asked, why “Danish?” She had a 

particular difficulty over the name because she always addresses her 

husband Danish Taimoor as ‘Aap’, while in the drama she had to 

call Humayun Saeed as ‘Tum’ - in a husband-wife relationship going 

sour.

Pretty Face

After Hina Rabbani Khar and Tasneem Aslam, another pretty 
face that now represents the Pakistan Foreign Office is 

that of Aisha Farooqui. She has been in the Foreign Service 
since 1994, and succeeds Dr. 
Mohammad Faisal, who has been 
named as Pakistan ambassador to 
Germany.

A i s h a 

has served 

in several 

i m p o r t a n t 

places in her 

career like 

H o u s t o n , 

Ankara and 

London. She is 

an experienced 

diplomat and 

knows what to 

say where. If her glamour adds to her 

credibility, along with Prime Minister 

Imran Khan’s charisma, then Pakistan 

has a lot of good going for it – at least 

on the foreign office front.

the BIg story

For actor Fawad Khan, it’s never been a better time for tal-
ented wordsmiths to become screen writers. His production 

house, Alteridom Films, has come up with the opportunity to 
story writers to produce a winning script for his next film. This 
way he aims to groom new writing talent as, in his view, this 
may be the answer to the problems film industry professionals 
in Pakistan face in finding the right stories and scriptwriters who 
are adept in their work. The writers would also know where to 
go and whom to contact.

QuaId-e-azam zIndaBad!

Mahira Khan is to appear in the Nabeel Qureshi film, ‘Quaid-
e-Azam Zindabad’ with Fahad Mustafa. She has previ-

ously worked in a cameo 
role with Nabeel and Mustafa in ‘Actor-in-Law’. This time she 
will be the main lead.

Mahira has developed into the sort of personality which only 

evokes softness and warmth but seeing her with Fahad Mustafa, 

who plays a policeman fighting corruption, would be quite a change. 

As for the Quaid-e-Azam part, the director is probably only using it in 

the film’s title as it is now common to say ‘A few Quaid-e-Azam will 

do the trick – meaning that money makes the mare go. 
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Tribute

Well Played, 
Waqar hassan!
By Faizan Usmani

It was Friday, September 28, 2018, about 
10 a.m., when I and my colleague entered 
a very large but simple office painted off-

white with a hint of beige. Sitting in a classic, 
tall, high backed wooden chair, the octo-
genarian gentleman, who was as simple as 
his ambience, welcomed us with a beaming 
smile and with a loud ‘Good Morning.’ That 
warm salutation by Waqar Hassan, Paki-
stan’s former Test cricketer and the pioneer 
of National Foods, aptly set the mood for the 
one-on-one interview with Slogan Magazine 
for its forthcoming October 2018 issue. 

Time goes by very quickly as now, in Feb-
ruary 2020, after almost one year and five 
months since our one and only meeting with 
him, we are writing about the same person 
but this time to pay tribute to the late Waqar 
Hassan.

In a first-class career that spanned about 
18 years, Waqar Hassan, a middle-order 
right-handed batsman, played for the 
Pakistan cricket team from 1952 to 1959. 
A key member of Pakistan’s inaugural Test 
team, Hassan proved himself a consistent 
performer during his 8-year international 
Test career, touring and playing against all 
the leading cricket-playing countries of the 
period - Australia, England, India and the 
West Indies. 

In his own words, Waqar Hassan deemed 
himself very lucky as he belonged to a 
cricket side which had such great names 
as Abdul Hafeez Kardar, Fazal Mahmood, 
Imtiaz Ahmad, Khan Muhammad, Hanif 
Muhammad, Aleem Uddin and many others. 
Despite the fact that that was the beginning 

of Pakistan cricket, according to Waqar 
Hassan, the period can be referred to as the 
golden period in the country’s sports history. 
The players were very passionate about 
keeping the country’s flag flying high through 
their utmost dedication and hard work and 
they are still known for living up to the spirit 
of the gentlemen’s game, staying away from 
any kind of commercialism or other evils. 

“It was my memorable performance 
against India which brought me overnight 
fame since I was the top scorer from Paki-
stan in that series which we unluckily lost by 
a close margin. At that time we all played 
clean cricket, won many Test matches and 
competed at an equal level with those of the 
already established sides of the world,” he 
said. 

Waqar Hassan recounted in an interview 
with The Cricket Monthly in November 2012,

“It gives me immense satisfaction to have 
achieved many firsts for Pakistan: first to 
score a half-century in each innings of a Test 
against India in 1952-53, first Test half-
century in England at Lord’s in 1954, first 
Test half-century at home, and first to score 
two half-centuries in a home Test [Dhaka, 
1954-55], first century partnership with 

Hanif Mohammad against India in Bombay 
in 1952-53, first double-century partnership 
with Imtiaz Ahmed in Lahore in 1955-56.” 

Waqar also served as a national selector, 
in spells during the 1960s, 70s and 80s. 

Though he came into the limelight as a 
specialist right-handed batsman, Waqar 
Hassan proved to be as a genuine all-
rounder in the world of business. He shifted 
from Lahore to Karachi in 1954 after being 
offered a job with the Public Works Depart-
ment. By the early 1960s, he launched a 
textile machinery business and, in 1970, he 
co-launched National Foods in partnership 
with Abdul Majeed. 

The reason, as he explained, was finan-
cial. “I had lost my regular place in the Test 
team but my main reason for quitting cricket 
after the 1959-60 season was financial,” he 
said. “I opted out at the age of 27 to estab-
lish my business. I had seen the likes of Amir 
Elahi and Wazir Ali living not-so-happy lives 
in their later years.”

On February 10, Waqar Hassan died in 
Karachi at the age of 87, bringing an end 
to a star-studded career both in cricket and 
in the business world. Well played, Waqar 
Hassan!   

Abdul Hafeez Kardar Fazal Mahmood Hanif Muhammad Imtiaz Ahmed Waqar Hassan
Abdul Hafeez Kardar Fazal Mahmood Hanif Muhammad Imtiaz Ahmed Waqar Hassan
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Newsbeat

IBA recently organized a 
distinguished lecture on 
‘The strategic importance 

of Economic Diplomacy for 
Pakistan in the 21st century’ 
by Foreign Minister of Paki-
stan, Makhdoom Shah Mah-

mood Qureshi. Guests 
included the aca-

demia, media, consul generals, the 
corporate sector, the IBA faculty, students 
and alumni.

A seasoned politician, Mr Qureshi has 
twice served as Minister for Foreign Affairs; 
from 2008 – 2011 and currently, since 
August 2018. He is also at present the Vice 
Chairman of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). 
He has served as the Minister of State for 
Parliamentary Affairs in the Federal Cabinet 
from 1993 to 1996. An alumnus of Aitchi-
son College, in Lahore, and a Cambridge 
University graduate, he studied Law and 
History from Corpus Christi College for a 
Master’s degree.

During the lecture, Mr Qureshi described 
how the 21st century is different from the 
old times as borders have become fluid 
and communication is instantaneous and 
free-flowing. Emphasizing the importance 

of economic diplomacy, he said that it is 
an ‘opportunity’ and his office has made a 
conscious determination to place Eco-
nomic Diplomacy in the front and centre of 
Pakistan’s diplomatic agenda.

He discussed the economic challenges 
of the current account deficit and falling 
exports that Pakistan’s economy is facing. 
He also mentioned that Pakistan will no 
longer fight wars for other countries and 
will maintain its stance for peace which 
is why even despite India’s aggression, 
Pakistan reacted with responsibility and 
restraint.

While talking about the future, he said 
Pakistan must climb up the global value 
chain by upgrading technology, leverag-
ing young talent and by capitalizing on 
export-related opportunities that CPEC 
will create. 

Shah Mahmood Qureshi Visits IBA

Nayyab Ali, a well-known 
transgender social 
activist and political 

worker, was presented with 
the ‘International Activist of the 
Year’ award. Her efforts were 
recognized by 
The Galas Awards 
which highlights 
the work of LG-
BTQ+ activists.

A transgender 
rights defender and 
Chairperson of the 
All Pakistan Trans-
gender Election 
Network, Ali man-
ages the ‘Khawaja 
Sira Community 
Centre’ in Okara which offers 
a basic literacy and numeracy 
programme, vocational training, 
life skills education and driving 
classes for the transgender 
community. In 2018, Nayyab 
was one of the four transgen-
der candidates who ran for 
Pakistan’s general elections 
and has also been leading 

the advocacy efforts for the 
approval of Pakistan’s National 
Transgender Rights Protection 
Policy.

Four others were also 
nominated belonging to Brazil, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and 
Pakistan, by Amnesty Interna-
tional, Frontline Defenders and 
the International LGBT Action 
Foundation. The ceremony was 
held in Dublin, Ireland which Ali, 
unfortunately, could not attend 
as she was sick. However, she 
did record a video thanking the 
attendees for the award. 

Pakistani Trans 
Activist Wins 

A Pakistani all-female group of 15 peacekeepers have 
received medals for performing a range of services in the 
conflict-affected eastern DRC (Democratic Republic of the 

Congo).
The team of 15 female officers, who serve in the ranks of major 

and captain, have been stationed in the war-torn country since 
June 2019. The officers are psychologists, stress counsellors, 
vocational training officers, gender advisors, doctors, nurses, 
operations officers, information officers and logistics officers.

Pakistan has a long history of sending troops to various UN 
peacekeeping missions and has been recognized as one of the 
largest contributors of troops and police.

According to the UN, Pakistani troops are currently serving in 
seven UN operations, with the vast majority of them deployed 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Darfur region of 
Sudan and the Central African Republic.

US Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for South and Central 
Asian Affairs Alice Wells says she is inspired by the award-winning 
Pakistani female peacekeepers serving in the war-torn Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 

Outstanding
Peacekeepers
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Newsbeat

Joaquin Phoenix won his first Oscar for 
his performance as an 

isolated loner who becomes 
one of the world’s best 
known comic book villains 
in Joker and invoked his 
late brother River Phoenix in 
one of the most emotional 
acceptance speeches of 
the night.

Phoenix, 45, won the 
best actor Oscar after 
three previous nominations, crowning 
an awards season that has seen him 
sweep every major prize for his role in 
the standalone original story of Batman’s 
arch-enemy.

The actor, known for playing brood-
ing or emotionally troubled characters, 
dropped more than 22 kilograms to play 
Arthur Fleck, an emaciated mentally ill 
clown. 

Joaquin Phoenix 
Wins Oscar

Singer Mo-
mina Mustehsan 

showed up at the red 
carpet of Pakistan 
International Screen 
Awards (PISA) 2020 
in Dubai but it was 
her mustard-coloured 
ensemble that got all 
of Twitter talking.

The actress dyed 
her signature red 
hair completely 
blonde, which she 
previously revealed at 
the Hum Style Awards paired with a red 
dress. However, this time around at PISA, 
Mustehsan matched the colour of her 
yellow-based hair with an off-the-shoulder 
gown, undoubtedly a bold choice.

Many took to Twitter to criticize the star 
for the interesting shade, comparing her 
to foods such as haldi, corn, mustard and 
egg yolk. Many were quick to point out 
that the star also donned the same outfit 
as Mahira Khan and with her style. But 
Mahira looked classy. 

Carry On 
Momina 

Special Assistant to the Prime Minis-
ter on Information and Broadcast-
ing, Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan has 

said that social media platforms can’t be 
left completely unregulated. 

She says the biggest problem concern-
ing social media websites was that there 
was no cell in the country to regulate 
them.

Digital media companies are providing 
services in Pakistan from abroad and are 
making money from it. Now these compa-
nies will have to register in Pakistan and 
open their offices in the country. The social 
media companies will be bound by law 
to provide data to Pakistan’s intelligence 
agencies. All global social media platforms 
and companies would have to register in 
Pakistan within three months and open 
offices in Islamabad. They will have to 
appoint a representative in Pakistan to 
deal with a national coordination authority, 
which would be responsible to regulate 
content on social media platforms.

Foreign digital companies would be 

required to set up data servers in Paki-
stan and it will be compulsory for them to 
provide data of accounts found guilty of 
various crimes — including targeting state 
institutions, spreading fake news and hate 
speech, engaging in harassment, issuing 
statements that harm national security or 
uploading blasphemous content. Authori-
ties would, therefore, take action against 
Pakistanis found guilty of targeting state 
institutions at home and abroad on social 
media. The law would also help the law 
enforcement authorities to obtain access 
to data of accounts found involved in sus-
picious activities. 

Harold Burson, the co-founder of 
Burson-Marsteller and one of the 
most influential figures in PR history, 

passed away at the age of 98.
Burson lived a giant life as a master of 

influence and was one of the true pioneers 
of PR and strategic communications. He 
was the wisest person with the highest level 
of integrity, humility and kindness. Harold in-
spired tens of thousands of public relations 

and communications professionals around 
the world.

The PR legend started Burson-Marsteller 
with Bill Marsteller in 1953 and the agency 
became one of the largest public relations 
companies in the world. In 1979 it became 
a subsidiary of Young & Rubicam, which in 
turn was later acquired by WPP. In 2018, 
it merged with Cohn & Wolfe and was 
renamed as Burson Cohn & Wolfe. Before 
starting up Burson-Marsteller, Burson had 
established Harold Burson Public Relations 
in 1946.

In addition to his career in PR, Burson 
made many contributions to society at 
large, serving as a Presidential Appointee to 
the Fine Arts Commission, Founder of the 
Kennedy Center Corporate Fund, a Board 
Member of the World Wildlife Fund, and an 
Executive Council Member for the Center 
for the Study of Southern Culture at the 
University of Mississippi, his alma mater.

PR Legend Dies 

Clampdown on
Social Media
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Newsbeat

Bank Islami recently bagged four 
prestigious awards in the category 
of Biodiversity, Employee Engage-

ment and Volunteering, Education and 
Scholarship, and Green Energy at a cer-
emony organized by the National Forum 
for Environment and Health (NFEH).

With its contribution to a sustainable 
future, the bank aims at giving back to 
society and so it continues to tap more 
opportunities to fulfill its corporate social 
responsibility in the present year. These 

continuous efforts have rewarded them 
with the honourable recognition at the 
prestigious NFEH’s awards.

Bank Islami currently has 330 branches 
in 114 cities around the country and is an 
advocate of eco-friendly living. 

The Head 
of Human 

Resources at 
Google, Eileen 
Naughton, 
stepped away 
from her job 
as the Vice 
President of 
People Opera-
tions though the 
company added 
more than 70,000 employees during 
Naughton’s tenure. She further worked 
with Pichai and Chief Financial Officer 
Ruth Porat to find a successor.

In recent years, the Google work-
place has been disrupted by employee 
opposition to top-level decisions rang-
ing from forging contracts with the 
US military to tailoring a version of the 
search engine for China. 

Recognition for 
Bank Islami

Google HR Steps 
Down

Nasa’s Christina Koch returned 
to Earth safely after shattering 
the spaceflight record for female 

astronauts with a stay of almost 11 
months aboard the International Space 
Station. Koch touched down at 0912 
GMT on the Kazakh steppe after 328 
days in space, along with Luca Parmi-
tano of the European Space Agency 
and Alexander Skvortsov of the Russian 
space agency. Koch was smiling broadly 
when she landed.

Koch, a 41-year-old Michigan-born 
engineer, on December 28 beat the 

previous record for a single spaceflight 
by a woman of 289 days, set by Nasa 
veteran Peggy Whitson in 2016-17. 
Koch also made history as one half 
of the first-ever all-woman spacewalk 
along with Nasa counterpart Jessica 
Meir, her classmate from Nasa training, 
in October last year. 

The first woman in space was Soviet 
cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova whose 
spaceflight in 1963 is still the only solo 
mission carried out by a woman. Russia 
has sent only one woman to the ISS 
since expeditions began in 2000. 

Woman in 
Space

Mirage Release ‘Barhe Chalo’

Mirage – the band - has released 
the pop-rock inspirational song 
‘Barhe Chalo’ from their second 

album Doosri Dastak. ‘Barhe Chalo’, 
played and recorded live, highlights the 
importance of change needed in the times 
we live in and that the change can only 
come from within.

With composition 
and lyrics by Saad 
Hayat and Rehan 
Nazim, the song 
features Mohsin Raza 
Shah on guitar, Shane 

Kerr on bass and Ajay Harri on drums. 
Conceptualized and co-directed by Saad 
Hayat, the music video for ‘Barhe Chalo’ 
features Asghar Ali Ghanchi as co-director 
and cinematographer, Hasan Ahmed as 
art director, Aafreen Shahab as the stylist 
with hair and makeup by Sikander Khan, 
wardrobe by Naghma’s, line production 
by Azeem Arif and Adnan Yunus, edit and 
post by Bilal A. Mughal and post-produc-
tion by Kashif Ahmed Khan.

‘Barhe Chalo’ is the fifth release from the 
album Doosri Dastak comprising songs 
‘Befiker’, ‘Panchi’ featuring Alycia Dias, 

‘Pyar Hua’ and ‘Zara 
Suniye Tou’ featuring 
Natasha Khan. The 
new song has been 
mixed, mastered 
and produced at 
Saad Hayat Studio in 
Karachi. 
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Byco Petroleum, founded in 1995, is 
the largest oil refining company in 
Pakistan. It recently celebrated its 

Silver Jubilee. The company has made great 
efforts to serve the nation and to achieve its 
mission of becoming Pakistan’s premier oil 
company despite facing serious obstacles.

At the Silver Jubilee ceremony, the com-
pany’s CEO, M Amir Abbassciy said, “On 9 
January 1995, my father, Mr Parvez Abbasi 
and I founded this company with the vision 
to make Pakistan self-sufficient in energy 
production. My father was a farsighted 
leader who instilled in Byco a consuming 
desire to dream. His dreams and vision 

continue to guide Byco and 
help us grow.”

Byco launched its first 
refinery in 2004, with a 
refining capacity of 18,000 
barrels per day. In 2007, it 
launched its first retail outlets 
in Sukkur and Rawalpindi. In 
2012, Byco commissioned 
Pakistan’s first and only Single 
Point Mooring, a dedicated 
deep sea floating port for pe-
troleum shipments, a national 
strategic asset which has imported 11 million 
tonnes of crude oil to date.  

Today, Byco has 389 retail outlets across 
the country. 

Byco Celebrates 25 

An eminent and 
renowned 
political econo-

mist, Akbar S. Zaidi, 
has been appointed 
as the Executive 
Director of the presti-
gious Institute of Busi-
ness Administration (IBA). He is a renowned 
academic and political economist with over 
35 years of experience. He has served 
as a faculty member at renowned institu-
tions across the globe, including Columbia 
University, Johns Hopkins, IBA, Karachi and 
the University of Karachi. He has written 
many books.

Dr Zaidi said, “I hope to make the IBA an 
institution where we can attract the best 
possible teachers. I want more academic 
and intellectual engagement between the 
IBA and scholars and academics from 
within Pakistan and abroad and hope to an-
nounce a number of initiatives which bring 
in such scholars for lectures, symposia and 
to run short seminar series. My ambition is 
to make the IBA one of the leading centres 
of learning, education and creative intel-
lectual endeavour in the region.”

Dr Zaidi holds PhD and M Phil degrees in 
History and Economics from the University 
of Cambridge, an MSc in Social Planning 
in Developing Countries from the London 
School of Economics and Political Science 
and a BSc in Economics from University 
College London. 

New IBA Executive 
Director 

Microsoft co-founder and the 
world’s second-richest man, 
Bill Gates has commissioned 

for himself an ultramodern superyacht 
called ‘Aqua’ that is powered entirely 
by liquid hydrogen for Rs 4,600 crore. 
Notably, this is the first of its kind vehicle 
powered by liquid hydrogen.

Gates is a regular superyacht holiday-
maker but has not previously owned a 

vessel and has preferred to rent during 
his summer trips. His plans of buying the 
superyacht were unveiled at the Monaco 
Yacht Show in December 2019.

The luxury liner is 370ft-long and com-
prises five decks complete with space 
for 14 guests, 31 crew members, a gym, 
yoga studio, beauty room, massage 
parlour and cascading pool on its rear 
deck. 

Bill Gates Buys 
Superyacht

More from Minions

Universal-Illumination studios have released the teaser 
trailer for the upcoming film ‘Minions – the Rise of Gru’. 
This will be the second film in the ‘Minions’ franchise. 

However, it will be the fifth film in the ‘Despicable Me’ franchise. 
The film will be focusing on how Gru came into power and is 
going to hit the theatres this year in summer 2020.

The first film ended as we saw the minions saving the world; 
however, in the end, we were introduced to young Gru who is 
using his mind to become one of the most dangerous villains 
in the world. The minions who get attracted by Gru set on a 
journey to join Gru and become his workers and that is how Gru 
comes into power. 
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By Taha Kehar

The Pakistan Super League (PSL) has 
entered its much-awaited fifth season. 
Unlike previous editions of the cricket 

extravaganza, all 34 matches of the T20 
league, which began on February 20 and will 
conclude on March 22, are being played in 
Pakistan. 

By relocating the matches of the tour-
nament to Multan, Lahore, Karachi and 
Rawalpindi, the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
has reinforced the belief that international Test 
cricket is witnessing a revival in the country. 
In December 2019, Pakistan’s Test cricket 
drought ended after a long hiatus of 10 years 
when Sri Lanka played Test matches in 
Karachi and Rawalpindi during a 16-day tour. 
This was a major turning point since Pakistan 
hadn’t hosted a Test series on home soil 
since 2009 when the Sri Lankan cricket team 
was attacked in Lahore. What’s more, the re-
sumption of Test matches served as welcome 
proof that Pakistan’s security concerns were a 
thing of the past. 

Cricket has always remained the cynosure 
of controversy in Pakistan following the spot-
fixing scandal of 2010 that culminated in copi-
ous professional bans and court battles. In 
addition, the Pakistan cricket team’s arbitrary 
performance on the pitch and the compla-
cency of the cricket bureaucracy did little to 

save the game. 
Under these circumstances, the PSL 

emerged as a much-needed morale-booster 
that was geared to helping the country’s 
cricketing sphere rise from the morass of me-
diocrity it found itself in. The first season of the 
tournament inspired skeptical reactions from 
cricket fans and former players. At the time, 
analysts believed that the cricket carnival 
was a little more than a hastily arranged T20 
project – a thinly-veiled gimmick that would 
expose the alleged incompetence and machi-
nations of the PCB. A series of questions 
were raised over the PCB’s ability to host a 
cricket tournament in the UAE. Furthermore, 
the fact that the initiative was shelved twice 
before for “logistical and security concerns” 

led many cricket aficionados to cast doubt 
on the league’s viability. Despite this tepid 
response, the organizers repeatedly assured 
their detractors that the PSL would reap 
dividends for Pakistan cricket by enabling 
players to strengthen their performance on an 
international footing.

Now in its fifth edition, the PSL has bur-
geoned into a global event and the league 
has drawn international players from South 
Africa, New Zealand, England, Zimbabwe, 
Australia and the West Indies. It now boasts 
six teams as opposed to its original five 
franchises, attracts leading sponsors and 
international broadcasters, and offers cricket-
starved fans with an opportunity to fulfill their 
passion for the game.

Homecoming
Now that the PSL T20 cricket tournament is being held entirely in 
Pakistan, it would do a world of good if more home-based venues 

were developed for local crowds to enjoy the game.



15SLOGAN March 2020

Cover Story

This year, the organizers have succeeded 
in hosting the entire cricket extravaganza 
on home turf – an impressive yet difficult 
achievement. During the previous seasons 
of the tournament, a few matches were 
held in stadiums across Pakistan and drew 
much larger crowds than the PSL matches 
held in the UAE. As a result, sports analysts 
vociferously declared that the long-term 
survival of the T20 league was contingent on 
its homecoming. 

The PCB has measured up to these 
expectations and persuaded Western play-
ers to visit Pakistan for the tournament. This 
shows that the Board is committed to ensur-
ing the commercial viability of the league. Ac-
cording to some estimates, the PCB had to 
fork out $50,000 every day to rent stadiums 
in the UAE for the tournament and pay an 
exorbitant amount of money for the teams 
to stay at hotels in the UAE. More often than 
not, these matches didn’t generate much 
revenue as only a few dozen people attended 
them. By entirely relocating the tournament to 
Pakistan, the Board will possibly earn more 
through ticket sales. 

In the past, the T20 league has acted as 
the great leveler and encouraged teams from 
purportedly ‘underdog cities’ like Quetta and 
Multan. However, when the PSL gradually 
shifted the venue of some of its matches to 
Pakistan, its focus remained on the major 
cities of the country. In its second season, 
the T20 league organized the final between 
the Quetta Gladiators and Peshawar Zalmi at 
Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadium. In a similar vein, 
Lahore hosted two PSL matches in 2018 
while the final was held in Karachi. During the 
previous season, Karachi’s National Stadium 
was the venue for all the eight PSL matches 
held on home soil. 

While the country’s fraught security dynam-
ics may have dictated the choice of venue in 

previous editions, matches must also be held 
in other cities of the country if the T20 League 
is to emerge as a brand that truly represents 
Pakistan. The decision to host PSL matches 
in Multan and Rawalpindi in 2020 may be 
construed as an attempt to tread uncharted 
territory. But an arbitrary selection of venues 
cannot help the league improve its reputation 
as a Pakistan-specific brand. At its core, the 
PSL needs to develop a stronger brand iden-
tity and accordingly determine ways in which 
it can be honed. The organizers should also 
consider building on its existing franchises 
and drawing on talent from those rural back-
waters that have so far been overlooked. 

Months before the fifth edition of the T20 
league commenced, observers predicted that 
this year’s viewership was likely to exceed 70 
million. Although this is a promising statistic, a 
concerted effort needs to be made to ensure 
local fans are exposed to a viewing experi-
ence that is beyond par. During previous edi-
tions, PSL matches were primarily broadcast 
on local sport channels that don’t always 
offer a high-definition format. Pakistan also 
needs more trained sports commentators to 
enhance the viewing experience through their 
insights and knowledgable feedback.

PSL matches have shied away from 

controversies. The 2017 ‘fixing’ scam 
that involved four T20 players significantly 
besmirched its reputation. Given Pakistan’s 
checkered history of match-fixing allega-
tions and malpractices, this incident cannot 
be easily forgotten. We must remember 
that the PSL doesn’t just bear the onus of 
reviving cricket in the country, but also has a 
responsibility to ensure that ethical standards 
are upheld. At this stage, the PCB needs to 
guarantee that any mishaps and scandals will 
attract a severe penalty. 

Over time, the league has been criticized 
for the erratic performance of players. Though 
the teams boast a varied range of bowlers 
and competent batsmen, their performance 
needs to be improved through consistent 
training.  Among other reasons, the perfor-
mance deficit can also be attributed to the 
PCB’s inability to address the need for clear 
and consistent policy initiatives that can save 
cricket from the clutches of mediocrity. Now 
that the PCB has relocated the PSL matches 
to the major cities of the country, it should 
concentrate its energies on setting up more 
cricket academies to foster talent. Without 
cohesive institutions that can train prospective 
players, the T20 league can never facilitate 
the revival of cricket in a holistic sense.  



New York Fashion Week

Fashion design house Sania Maskatiya 

is on the up. It showcased its Resort 

2020 collection at the New York Fash-

ion Week at the Pier 59 Studios, as part of The 

Council of Aspiring American Fashion Design-

ers’ (CAAFD).

This marked the third consecutive year 

for Sania Maskatiya, the first and only Paki-

stani designer and design house, to officially 

participate in New York Fashion Week. Sania 

Maskatiya was selected and invited by CAAFD 

for the 2020 edition. The fashion house  show-

cased at NYFW S/S 

19 in 2018 and NYW 

F/W 19 in 2019. 

CAAFD is known 

for its rigorous re-

view process in 

choosing designers 

to showcase their 

work at NYFW.Sania 

Maskatiya continues 

to proudly represent 

Pakistan’s fashion 

industry.

Sania’s collec-

tion featured mono-

chrome outfits with 

a white palette with 

emphasis on sleek 

cuts and designs. 

Symphonic with 

what is both com-

fortable and chic, Resort 2020 epitomized 

Sania Maskatiya’s signature femininity in both 

versatility and verve. Featuring breezy hand-

woven fabrics, delicately cut and layered, em-

broidered with geometric and pastoral motifs, 

the white-on-white collection had a fanciful 

energy. The collection boasted silhouettes 

from fairy tale to avant-garde, making the SM 

Resort 2020 woman really classic and always 

à la mode.

The Sania Maskatiya brand is best known 

for its specialised, versatile prints, textile de-

signs based on pure textures, exceptional 

hues and fine craftsmanship. The design house 

has some of the best craftsmen in Pakistan, 

coming from generations of 

artisans who have special-

ized and perfected the craft. 

The brand is known for in-

cluding rich textiles, fabric 

design and embroidery. Sa-

nia Maskatiya has quickly 

become Pakistan’s most 

lauded designer and most 

prized fashion export.

The collection is avail-

able at the Sania Maskatiya 

Karachi flagship store for 

preview and pre-order. 

Around Town
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Bad BoyS FoR liFe

elite Team Fights Vicious drug Cartel
By Muhammad Ali Khan 

Set seventeen years later, the film ‘Bad 

Boys for Life’ is the third instalment 

in the Bad Boys franchise where Will 

Smith (Mike Lowrey) and Martin Lawrence 

(Marcus Burnette) play roles as the violent 

Miami narcotics detectives who are now 

more mindful of how much collateral 

damage they could do. Just like the first 

‘Bad Boys’, this film is full of action-filled 

adventure and involves a cold-blooded 

assassin and a cunning villainess.

Directed by the Belgian duo Adil El 

Arbi and Billal Fallah, the film starts with 

Mike and Marcus, who are old-time bud-

dies, discussing their future plans. While 

Marcus thinks he should retire from the 

force as he now has a new grandchild 

and wants to enjoy his future, sitting in the 

lounge with his family watching television, 

Mike doesn’t wish to change and turn in 

his badge as he wants to ride out his ca-

reer until the very end.

Mike soon becomes the target of the 

film’s villain, Isabel Aretas (Kate de Cas-

tillo), the wife of the Mexican cartel kingpin 

Benito who dies serving his term in prison. 

Isabel is frighteningly cold and escapes 

prison with the help of her son Armando 

Aretas (Jacob Scipio). She sends her son 

to Miami to recover his father’s money and 

gives him a list of people to kill; they were 

involved in Benito’s arrest. She tells him to 

kill the main man Mike at last so he can 

suffer but Armando goes after Mike first 

wounding him with a round of bullets; he 

later posts the video online.

The two detective friends have no 

choice but to get back together in the 

game to crack this investigation. Howev-

er, on Captain Howard’s (Joe Pantoliano) 

request, Mike teams up with the tech-

driven Advanced Miami Metro Operations 

(AMMO) that brings down high-profile crim-

inals. AMMO is led by Mike’s ex-girlfriend 

Rita Secada (Paola Nuñez), a striking and 

tough woman, and her special squad Kelly 

(Vanessa Hudgens), Dorn (Alexander Lud-

wig) and Rafe (Charles Melton), 

who teases Mike, calling him 

grandpa. Mike soon finds a 

source and forms an alliance 

with the new kids and a very 

reluctant Marcus following to 

unnerve the truth.

Will Smith and Martin Law-

rence as the Miami detectives 

are solid in delivering a pow-

erful performance on screen. 

Both the actors have a great 

camaraderie going and the 

genuine affection they have 

for each other gives the film 

an emotional touch. While 

Lawrence brings forth his co-

medic skills to the fore, the ac-

tion scenes are left for Smith 

to handle. Smith plays his role 

with a harder edge than be-

fore but Lawrence delivers the 

same personality with inclusion 

of comedy. They play off each 

other in their scenes together.

Actors like Jacob Scipio and Kate del 

Castillo have done excellent work with 

their roles. While Scipio is intense and has 

a very physically threatening demeanour in 

almost all his scenes, Castillo does won-

ders with her tough role that could be 

easily ruined if given to the wrong actor. 

Her character really balances a fine line 

of mysticism and realism. Joe Pantoliano 

delivers some fine moments as a wise 

guy police Captain Howard who lands in 

trouble due to the recklessness of his best 

cops. Vanessa Hudgens as Kelly gives her 

best, Alexander Ludwig as Dorn tries his 

luck as an intelligent hacker and Charles 

Melton as Rafe represents a new breed of 

Bad Boy. Though Paola Nuñez as Rita and 

her squad do a fine job, these newcom-

ers have not been properly utilised. They 

could have done way better.

Screenwriters Chris Bremner, Peter 

Craig and Joe Carnahan clearly know 

where they want ‘Bad Boys for Life’ to go 

dramatically. There were surprising mo-

ments with the perfect amount of humour 

that later takes a rough turn. The film not 

only balances comedy and drama but is 

often funny and dramatic. In one scene, 

Mike tells Marcus about a love affair he 

once had which scarred him for life. The 

scene, through Mike’s view, was supposed 

to be emotional but Marcus’s response to 

it is so unexpectedly foul that it creates the 

film’s best laughs. The screenwriters ace 

in keeping the tone of the film right as all 

the sequences are in complete sync. The 

cinematographer Robrecht Heyvaert also 

does some well-designed shots and inter-

esting lighting.

Most things in the film are the same 

as in the previous two films; people loved 

the previous Bad Boys versions. The new 

one has a lot more action, more blood and 

probably more drama which makes it a 

bigger hit. The last action scenes deliver 

the required pay off. The action climax 

is appropriately over the top and explic-

itly character-driven. However, as the film 

comes to a satisfying end, it leaves the 

door open for yet another sequel. 
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ChaRlie’S anGelS

Rapid though Silly
By Syeda Maham Rasheed

One thinks of ‘Charlie’s Angels’ as 

a reboot of the previous Charlie’s 

Angels films. However, the latest film is not 

a reboot but rather a continuation of the 

previous two films ‘Charlie’s Angels’ (2000) 

and ‘Charlie’s Angels: Full Throttle’ (2003) 

and the original 70s TV series of the same 

name. The theme of the latest film gives the 

message that women can do anything but 

they are time and again demeaned by men. 

The film is made to look from a woman’s 

point of view and that the concept of 

feminism would have been celebrated and 

supported if it weren’t so terribly concep-

tualised. 

‘Charlie’s Angels’ is about a trio of fe-

male secret agents known as the ‘Angels’ 

who work for the Townsend Agency that 

hires spies, assassins and masterminds. 

The agency is run by Charles Townsend 

who is never seen and can only be heard via 

an intercom. The agency has now expand-

ed internationally and with that the need for 

multiple ‘Bosleys’ take place all over the 

globe to guide these highly trained Angels.  

‘Bosley’ is the codename given to handlers 

all over the world who keep an eye on their 

squad of Angels. Patrick Stewart and Dji-

mon Hounsou play the multiple Bosleys but 

the main one is Elizabeth Banks.

Written and directed by Elizabeth 

Banks, the opening scene of the film shows 

a blond-wigged Sabina (Kristen Stewart) 

telling a shady businessman that women 

can do anything over dinner. She ends up 

tying the man in knots without his knowl-

edge. The fact that men can be flexible 

gives these Angels an advantage over them. 

‘Charlie’s Angels’ tells the story about three 

girls, two of whom (Sabina and Ella Balinska 

as Jane) are already part of the agency while 

the third (Naomi Scott as Elena) is a recruit. 

Sabina is a bad-girl New York heiress while 

Jane is a former MI6 agent and Elena is the 

young and brilliant engineer who serves as 

the brains of the film.

The plot starts with Elena who, after 

helping to create Calisto, a computerised 

Rubik’s Cube that can generate clean sus-

tainable energy, voices her concern to her 

boss Alexander Brok (Sam Cafling) about 

the product’s dangerous potential to be 

weaponised if it goes in the wrong hands. 

She fears the worst as someone is plan-

ning to steal it and sell it on the black mar-

ket and that’s when she decides to contact 

the Townsend Agency. However, her meet-

ing with Jane and Bosley (Elizabeth Banks) 

doesn’t go well as a hired killer Hodak (Jon-

athan Tucker) opens fire at them. While Bos-

ley and Jane are at the coffee shop meeting 

Elena, Sabina is keeping a watch at Hodak, 

who kills in broad daylight while showing off 

his tattoos, from the top of a building across 

the road. Soon they realise that there is a 

traitor in the agency who keeps disclosing 

their information and thus they have no one 

but each other to trust to keep Calisto away 

from the perpetrators and save the world 

from massive destruction.

Out of the three female leads, one 

thought Stewart would stand out, keeping in 

view her vast acting career, but she comes 

out with some odd dialogue that does not 

suit the character she plays or the energy 

she provides. Sometimes it feels as if she is 

talking to the camera. However, the new-

comers Balinska and Scott are solid enough 

in bringing in the right amount of energy to 

the screen. Balinska is a surprise as she gets 

most of the major action beats and performs 

them gracefully while Scott, fresh from her 

role in ‘Aladdin’, is effective as a trainee en-

gineer who knows her craft well.

Jonathan Tucker as the villain plays a 

menacing exception who is on a mission 

to stop the Angels from exposing whatever 

plan they had in mind. Patrick Stewart is a 

fine Bosley while Banks gives out the right 

notes of mischief and mystery as Bosley. 

She improves with every film she’s in. Sam 

Claflin and Noah Centineo give memorable 

performances while Nat Faxon as Elena’s 

boss turns out fine. All the characters seem 

to be having a good time delivering the bad 

dialogues.

The film is the first screenplay and sec-

ond film as director for Banks, a predomi-

nantly comic actor who has moved behind 

the scenes. She is famous for having a well-

designed wardrobe and production design 

which is somewhat stylish but the pointless 

international locations and unnecessary ac-

tion sequences makes it all worse. In ad-

dition, it seems the Angels are like robots. 

They get instructions from Bosley about the 

villains’ whereabouts and then they mess 

things up while the villains escape. The kill-

ing of innocent people on their way to reach 

their target is a matter of concern for the 

general public.

‘Charlie’s Angels’ overall serves as a 

rapid and silly creation and part of the prob-

lem is that Stewart is so much more famous 

than her co-stars, even though she is not 

well-cast. Similarly, at one point, the film 

hints on Jane’s past as an MI6 agent but 

quickly wraps that up to return to the main 

storyline. Though the film gives its charac-

ters time to connect and interact as strong, 

loyal women looking out for each other, but 

it all goes in vain. The film fails to promote 

the idea of women working together and 

lacks in satisfying the public, let alone its fe-

male audience.

With a running time of 118 minutes, the 

film is rated PG-13 for excessive violence, 

absurd language and some suggestive ma-

terial. 
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