
A Night of 
Style and Entertainment

A Night of 
Style and Entertainment

July 2020 www.slogan.com.pk

T h e  M e d i a  &  C o r p o r aT e  W o r l d  M a g a z i n e

Though our drama and film industry has a history of making 
stereotypical jaadu-tona, saasu-bahu, love stories and family affairs 

but the PTV milking the Ertuğrul series is a loss for the national 
celebrities. The Turkish actors are getting so much fame that it leaves 

no room for Pakistanis.

Is Turkish Industry 
Taking Over?

Is Turkish Industry 
Taking Over?

Review:

The Invisible Man
Review:

The Invisible Man

Tributes:
Iqbal Akhud,
Syed Munawar Hasan
and Tariz Aziz
Remembered

Tributes:
Iqbal Akhud,
Syed Munawar Hasan
and Tariz Aziz
Remembered





3SLOGAN July 2020

Editor’s Desk

July 2020 Vol. 25 No. 07

The report on the May 22 crash of a Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) plane in Karachi 
was submitted to the Aviation Division and Prime Minister Imran Khan. The report 

established that the cause of the crash, in which 97 lost their lives, was “human error” – an 
almost predetermined finding reflexively attributed to aircraft disasters in Pakistan.

The PIA has now witnessed 10 major crashes, in addition to multiple other incidents of 
passengers’ lives being endangered. Last year alone saw a PIA ATR-42 skid off the runway 
during a landing attempt in Gilgit, and a Jeddah-bound flight made an emergency landing 
in Lahore. In addition to all of the PIA’s frequent follies being attributed to individuals, 
what unites these incidents is the lack of transparency surrounding them. This is further 
reflected in the wretched picture painted by the fiscal numbers.

The PIA’s total debt was reported to be 400 billion Pakistani rupees as of June 30, 
2019. That number is approaching the 500 billion mark, with the airline currently reporting 
losses of 6.3 billion rupees per month. Despite managing to reduce operational losses 
in recent months, the PIA’s longstanding flaws have resurfaced amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, which has hit the global airline industry.

As a result, just as Pakistan’s national airline was accumulating billions in losses, its 
staff count was swelling. The PIA’s main issue is that they have less planes and more crew. 
Currently, there are over 14,000 PIA employees for a fleet of 30 aircraft. There are almost 
500 staff members for one plane while you need 50 people to run one plane. In contrast, 
Emirates had around 60,000 employees for 300 aircraft before the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit while the ratio for Turkish Airlines has been well under 100.

Observers maintain that the patronage of the power brokers in the PIA is further 
delineated by the airlines deploying staff without merit and credentials. In the last five years 
alone, 466 PIA employees were found guilty of faking their degrees. Critics lambast the 
manner in which decisions, such as the purchase of Boeing 747s and authorization of the 
revenue management and central reservation systems, have been taken in the PIA.

In addition to the overreach of the armed forces, and the misappropriation of the 
political parties, the judiciary has also been castigated for its role in the PIA crisis. This 
is highlighted by the fact that hundreds of PIA employees who have been found guilty 
of serious crimes have actually found a way back into the airline. Also, the credibility of 
the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and the Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) has taken a 
massive hit after the International Air Transport Association (IATA) expressed concern over 
the serious lapse in the licensing and safety oversight by the aviation regulator.

Amid the aviation crisis, the PIA management decided to ground 150 pilots and 
started relieving them from flight rosters for allegedly possessing ‘dubious licences’, while 
asking the CAA to urgently provide the list of all those PIA pilots who allegedly had fake/
suspicious commercial pilot licences. The controversy drew global attention after the 
federal Minister for Aviation Ghulam Sarwar Khan in the National Assembly declared that 
150 pilots of the national flag carrier had fake licences.

According to sources, the PIA management had not officially received the list of those 
pilots having ‘dubious licences’ from the CAA but decided not to allow such pilots to 
operate flights and initiated departmental action against them. A show-cause notice had 
been earlier sent to the general secretary of Pakistan Airlines Pilots Association (Palpa) for 
allegedly instigating pilots to go on strike.

PIA spokesman Abdullah Hafeez said that it had already been announced that about 
150 pilots would be grounded. Despite the number of such pilots and its adverse impact 
on PIA’s flight operations, all of them would be indefinitely grounded pending outcome of 
inquiries against them, constituted by the government of Pakistan.

PIA Chief Executive Officer Air Marshal Arshad Malik wrote another letter to the Director 
General of the Civil Aviation Authority and a letter to the Aviation Division Secretary as the 
provision of lists of commercial pilots having fake or suspicious licences would enable 
the management to issue instruction for immediate action within rules and regulations in 
vogue.

What’s Next for PIA?
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Fashion 2.0

This is with reference to the last month’s cover story on the current fashion trend 

that has emerged during the coronavirus pandemic. The previous cover story 

was titled as ‘Pakistan’s First Virtual Fashion Show’. Though people were at home 

during lockdown, the need for good pictures was still very much alive. They dressed 

up at home calling over their loved ones and keeping their virtual lives as vibrant as 

possible. Local designers and retail stores were also adjusting to the new normal 

of going full-on digital when the bigwigs of the Pakistani fashion industry attempted 

to give back to frontline medical staff by initiating a virtual fashion show ‘Catwalk 

Cares’ headed by Freiha Altaf. Since many of the designers showcased their old 

collections, certain trends were repeated but the event proved to be one-of-a-kind.

Tooba Ahmed,
Karachi.

Remembering Tariq Aziz
Tariq Aziz has left for his heavenly abode and is mourned by his 

countless fans all over the world. The legendary artiste started 

his professional career with Radio Pakistan, which was once a 

nursery of artistic 

talent. He rose to 

enviable heights 

by sheer dint of his 

unmatched talent 

and hard work. He 

enjoyed the honour 

of being PTV’s first 

male broadcaster. 

He was a many-sided genius. Besides being a broadcaster par 

excellence, he was an all-round performer. An ardent lover of poetry, 

he was a poet himself. He was also a popular film actor who joined 

politics and became a lawmaker. He earned unparalleled popularity 

for his path-breaking quiz show, Neelaam Ghar, subsequently 

named Tariq Aziz Show and finally Bazm-e-Tariq Aziz, which ran for 

decades.

Shakeel Farooqi,
Karachi.

Pakistan Steel Mill
The two main opposition parties, PML-N and PPP, are protesting 

against the 

government`s plan to 

terminate the services 

of all the employees 

of Pakistan Steel 

Mills in the wake 

of its proposed 

privatisation. The 

irony is that these 

opposition parties, 

as well as the PSM 

Workers` Association, 

are not demanding the revival of the country`s only integrated 

steelmaking complex of strategic nature. In case the PSM is revived 

as committed by the government in its election promises, a majority 

of these employees could obviously be retained. But then, both the 

PML-N and the PPP are responsible for the mills` present state of 

affairs as the steel mills were offered for divestment a number of times 

in the past though without success.

Hussain Siddiqui,
Islamabad.

Readers’ Thoughts

Online Classes
Higher Education Commission (HEC) 

decision to launch online classes was 

undoubtedly an exclusive option available to 

embark upon but it too had its problems.  For 

instance, a major area of Pakistan is deprived 

of 4G services taking away the option of 

online classes. Moreover, students with joint 

families are finding it difficult to concentrate in 

limited home space. Most of the times service 

is disconnected due to which students get 

distracted while viewing lectures. Also, there 

are long outages of electricity almost in every 

corner of the country hence this creates major 

inconvenience while dealing with electronic 

gadgets. And then there are teachers who are 

not compatible with online classes showcasing 

their lack of training.

What should the students do to overcome 

such stress? I also don’t understand the logic 

behind closing of educational institutions when 

almost all parts of the country is normalised 

with explicitly violating SOP’s. Even when 

sectors like transports and public places, 

considered as the hotspot for spreading 

virus, are eased then why not educational 

institutions?

Sohail Ahmed Soomro,
Sukkur.
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Who Said That!

One of the many things TV does not show you 
is the potential range and horror of the human 
form. – Zadie Smith, Novelist

Being bullied means you’re special and that’s what I want 
all kids to know.  – Jessie J, Singer

After becoming a successful actress, people 
thought I would continue with my acting career 
but I surprised them by producing and directing a 
television play, Karb. – Samina Peerzada, Actress

The time I’m truly happy is when I’m playing 
with my son. We just mentally connect. There’s 
nothing more fulfilling than playtime with him. 
– Fawad Khan, Actor

A woman has a voice for a reason! Condemn the 
bullies not the woman who speaks out. 
– Reham Khan, Journalist

You will never truly know yourself, or the strength of 
your relationships, until both have been tested by 
adversity.  – J.K. Rowling, Author

Staffing Problem
As the country is reeling from economic crisis, 

there has been apparent mismanagement 

almost everywhere in government institutions. 

To be more precise, government institutions are 

undergoing a long-term depreciation because 

of ill-conceived policies. There are plenty of 

institutions where staff is urgently required 

and services to the public are not dispensed 

accordingly. In spite of this, situations are still 

vacant without prior advertisement. At the 

same time, certain institutions are overstaffed 

where only the fraction of working staff is said 

to be working and rest of others become 

accustomed to the environment having limited 

work available to perform.

Arsala Junaid,
Lahore.

Gender Bias
There have been a number of debates on how 

we stereotype a man and a woman. For a long 

time, one witnessed how women were taught to 

adjust and compromise in a male-centric world 

but gone are those days. Now, where on the 

one hand, women are acquiring almost 50% in 

the corporate sector and balancing both their 

jobs and home tremendously, men are cooking, 

doing laundry and taking care of the kids, 

along with doing wonders at their workplace. 

That’s how we all want to see men and women 

complementing each other. We have heard ‘in 

unity there is strength’; just imagine how much 

we can prosper if we follow this guideline in our 

homes as well.

Amit Kumar,
New Delhi, India.

I have learned that delivering the best possible palliative 
care to children is vital, providing children and their 
families with a place of support, care and enhancement 
at a time of great need is simply life-changing. 
– Kate Middleton, Duchess of Cambridge

I hope some will be sad that they will now hear less 
about the lifestyles of pigeons, seagulls, and helicopters 
although I fear the general feeling will be one of huge 
relief. – Henry Blofeld, Cricket Commentator
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Grapevine

Happy Nabila

Nabila is the ultimate fashion icon in Pakistan. She is famous 
for her stylish haircuts and her ‘zero makeup’. In fact, she 

has redefined Pakistani fashion with her amazing talent.
A strong personality, Nabila parted ways with her first husband 

quite amicably and later married again at the age of forty. She 

remarried after staying single for some time and did so not because 

she wanted to be rich or was looking for a handsome guy. She 

remarried because all she wanted was to laugh and be happy.

WHeN Nida Cried

Nida Yasir is said to have cried in a live show while 
talking about Covid-19. A dashing TV morning show 

host, the TV actress and model is known for her role as 
Saima in the TV play Hum Tum. She also hosts the morn-
ing television show Good Morning Pakistan at ARY Digi-
tal. She is the daughter of television directors-producers 
Kazim Pasha and Fehmida Nasreen.

HassaN ali daNCes

Pakistan cricket’s former head coach Mickey Arthur 
has defended the injury-prone pacer Hasan Ali criti-

cism surfaced about a video in which Hassan Ali was 
seen dancing.

Mickey Arth is the view Hasan has ‘incredible talent’ and 

his character was the defining feature that allowed him to be 

the cricketer that he is.

Part of Mickey Arthur’s tweet said: “I am amazed that 

Hasan Ali is being criticized for enjoying himself. He is a man 

of incredible talent with great skills, his character defines him 

and allows him to be the cricketer he is.”

atif’s WisH

Atif Aslam, the guy who has sung his way to great popular-
ity in Pakistan and India, says showbiz is so cruel that one 

has to die to become a legend. He wants people to recognize 
legends when they are alive and give them credit and respect 
for their work.

One of Atif Aslam’s fond desires, which he divulged in a TV 

interview, is to recite Azaan from the Khana-e- Kaaba. 
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Newsbeat

Yasir Akhtar has produced 
the film ‘Azaad’. which is 

seen around the world.
‘Azaad’ is a step up for Pakistani 

content and Pakistan’s first film to have 
a premiere on a satellite channel. It is a 
joint venture of Motion Content Group 
and Yasir Akhtar’s Pegasus Productions.

The story revolves around a family 
that migrates to England for a better 
future but keeps Pakistan alive in their 
hearts. The film also has Parveen 
Akbar and Momal Sheikh. 

Pakistani pop-rock band Mirage has released its 
eighth track, a disco-pop number, ‘Ziddi Aashiq’.
It is about a stubborn lover talking about 

his careless and carefree one-sided love for 
someone who doesn’t even know about his 
existence. The music was composed in 2016 
by Saad Hayat and Bradley D’Souza, who 
also features on lead guitar in the track.

The video was shot live at Saad Hayat’s studio, 
with a classic 70s look and a disco setup. 

Haadi Uppal’s new song ‘Te Quiero’ 
features Aima Baig. From the g lyrics 

to the tune, each element of the song 
resonates with the sentiments of what 
people feel at certain points in their lives.

Born and raised in New York, Haadi 
has always been a huge fan of western 
music. It fascinates him to see and 
understand what connects with the youth 
today. Having also dabbled a bit in playback 
singing, Hadi's song makes youngsters 
associate better with their emotions. 

Aima sings for Uppal 

Anwar Maqsood
on Twitter
Anwar Maqsood has finally joined Twitter. Sharing a video clip in his first 

tweet, Maqsood said, “This is my official account. I request you to 
report all other accounts that are impersonating me. Thank you.”

He received a warm welcome by fans on Twitter and just within a day, had 22.8K 
followers. Seems the lockdown helped to make up his mind about a social media account.

Lately, he has also been doing live Instagram sessions with  musician-singer 
Bilal Maqsood, his son. This father-son duo has brought the feeling of the good 
old days when studio talk shows used to be Anwar Maqsood’s specialty. 

Mirage and ‘Ziddi 
Aashiq’ 

Yasir’s ‘Azaad’
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Newsbeat

Male grooming brand Garnier Men 
has named Ahad Raza Mir as its 

official spokesperson in Pakistan.
Ahad becomes the first male actor 

to represent the brand in Pakistan. 

Ahad Raza for 
Garnier Men 

Amir to support
Zohra’s family

Bilal Abbas has been appointed 
brand ambassador of QMobile.
The actor would be endorsing 

the brand on various fronts. The 
collaboration has been set off 
with a television commercial for 
the QMobile Rocket Pro. 

Bilal Abbas 
QMobile Brand 
Ambassador 

British-Pakistani boxer 
Amir Khan and his 

wife Faryal Makhdoom 
have said they will provide 
financial support to the 
family of Zohra Shah – 
the eight-year-old who 
was beaten to death 
by her employers after 
she accidently let some 

expensive parrots 
out of their cage.

The couple 
told the girl’s family 
they would help 

them financially. Many questioned why 
an 8-year old was sent to work in the first 
place? The father said that he sent his 
daughter to Islamabad with her khala to 
study but the khala put Zohra to work. 

Reading Dogs, an initiative offering 
children in the United Arab Emirates 

the opportunity to interact meaningfully 
with pet dogs by reading to them, 
took home 38,000 UAE dirhams in 
the 2020 Purina BetterwithPets Prize, 
which was announced in a virtual 
forum streamed live on YouTube.

Organized in collaboration 
with Ashoka, a pioneer in social 
entrepreneurship, this second edition of 
the prize drew more than 150 applicants 
from across 23 countries in Europe, the 
Middle East and North Africa, producing 

eight finalists from the United Kingdom, 
France, Spain, Russia, the United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia. Entrants 
were welcomed across two streams: 
Early-stage ideas for innovations and 
Fully piloted/implemented innovations.

The prize winners and finalists will be 
eligible to access additional programs 
designed to support further development 
of their ventures. Selected innovators will 
also be invited to participate in Purina 
and Ashoka’s Scaling Social Impact 
Program, while young change makers will 
be eligible for a mentoring program.  

Reading Dogs in 
Purina Project
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Her First Crush

Ali Habib new Chief Marketing & 
Communications Officer at HBL
HBL appoints Mr. Ali Habib as the Chief 

Marketing & Communications Officer. 
Ali is currently leading the Bank’s Corpo-
rate Affairs function. He will now also lead 
the Bank’s marketing efforts, in addition 
to his current portfolio. Ali’s appointment, 
effective immediately, reflects the Bank’s 
strategy of developing and promoting tal-
ent from within.

 Commenting on Ali Habib’s 
appointment, Sagheer Mufti, Chief 
Operating Officer-HBL said, “We are 
delighted that Ali is taking on this critical 
role for HBL. Ali knows the HBL brand well, 
since he is already part of the team. He 
brings a rich experience of having worked 
in similar roles not only at other leading 

banks but also outside 
the financial industry. 
His skills in managing 
multi-disciplinary teams 
and knowledge of 
the financial industry 
is a bonus. We are 
confident that under 
his leadership, HBL 
will continue to 
evolve its brand.”

 Ali joined HBL 
in November 2018 
as Chief Corporate 
Communications Officer. 
Since his joining, he has played an integral 
role in building HBL’s profile externally 

and developing and 
enhancing various 
communication channels 
across the Bank. 
Ali’s career spans 30 
years, in both local and 
international markets. 
During his career, he 
has been associated 
with numerous blue-
chip organizations 
like Procter & Gamble 
(P&G), Reckitt Benckiser, 
Standard Chartered, 
NIB and UBL.

 Ali is an alumnus of IBA, Karachi 
and Aitchison College, Lahore. 

TV actress Iqra Aziz says that she has had many crushes but 
her first one was Akshay Kumar. She loves watching his films.  

She especially loved him in Dhadkan which she watched around 
ten times. She doesn’t have a crush on any other actor.

Iqra is a fun person and has appeared in supporting roles in many 
serials besides doing leading roles in Deewana, Laaj, Natak, Qurban 
and Tabeer. She played Jiya in the serial Suno Chanda.  

Aima Baig Lip Job
Aima Baig has transformed 

her looks many times. 
Earlier, people used to call 
her out for copying Ariana 
Grande but now she has been 
criticized for something else.

The world is rapidly adapting to 
new ways of looking beautiful and 
many people have been through 
surgeries to enhance their features. 
People like Mehwish Hayat, Sadia 
Imam, Mishi Khan, Sara Loren, Fiza 
Ali, etc. have been through surgeries. Some actresses have managed 
to look normal even after surgery while as some have ruined their faces.

During the lockdown, Aima went live on her Instagram to 
have a chitchat session with her fans. Some people noticed 
something different in her face, especially her lips.

Many also made fun of her accent and called it ‘fake and cringy’. 

Lahore Gets 
Ertugrul 
Lahore got its very own Ertugrul Ghazi statue. The statue 

has been placed at the Maraghzar Housing Scheme 
along the Multan 
Road. The figure 
is a depiction 
of Ertugrul 
atop a horse.  
Muhammad 
Shahzad Cheema, 
the president of 
the Maraghzar 
Housing Scheme, 
says he decided 
to have the statue 
erected after some residents floated the idea. The statue has 
been made using fibre and metal in Kamalia, Toba Tek Singh.  
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Pakistan Lags Behind 
Pakistan lags behind Iran, Nepal, 

Uzbekistan and Sri Lanka and many 
other countries  in mobile internet access, 
says the GSMA report “Pakistan progressing 
towards a fully-fledged digital economy.”

The country’s earlier  delay in the launch 
of 3G and 4G services left it Pakistan behind 
the competing countries in the region. 
Pakistan led progress in the sector with the 
highest teledensity in South Asia till 2007. 
But the country’s development in telecom 
and related services gradually slowed 
down, particularly in broadband internet.

Pakistan scored 39.8 in the GSMA’s 

latest Mobile 
Connectivity 
Index, 
compared to an 
average of 45.7 
for South Asia.

According 
to GSMA, the 
penetration of 
mobile internet 
in Pakistan 
stands at 
26%, with a 
54% percent untapped market and a 2% 

uncovered area due to the slow expansion 
of network infrastructure in the country. 

Some TikTok stars like Kanwal Aftab, 
Sehar Hayat, Haris Ali and Daniyal 

Sohail were invited to the Governor’s 
House in Lahore to spread awareness 
about  COVID-19.

One TikToker Kanwal Aftab said 
they invited TikTokers as for the past 
many months, doctors were requesting 
people to stay home and safe but no one 

was taking 
it seriously 
and people 
were thinking that the government was 
making a fool out of them.

Will the Tik Tokers make a 
difference because most people in 
Pakistan still think that Covid-19 is just 
a hoax? 

TikTokers at Governor’s House

Pakistan’s former cricket captain Younis Khan has become the 
Pakistan team’s batting coach. The appointment has been made 

to provide head coach Misbah-ul-Haq and bowling coach Waqar 
Younis the resources that can help them further uplift the performance 
of the side. After all, they have the England tour just coming up.

Younis is Pakistan’s most successful Test batsman with over 
10,000 runs at an average of over 52. PCB CEO, Wasim Khan 
has expressed his excitement about Younis Khan becoming 
Pakistan’s batting coach. Younis Khan has termed it an honour to 
be given the opportunity to contribute to Pakistan’s cricket. 

Younis Khan Becomes Batting Coach
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Is Turkish Industry 
Taking Over?

By Kashif Khan Mongol

T
he series, based on the life and 
times of the 13th-century Muslim 
Oghuz Turk leader, Ertuğrul, has 
taken Pakistan by storm. Ertuğrul 

was the father of Osman, the founder of the 
Ottoman Empire who ruled three continents 
over six centuries. The internationally ac-
claimed Turkish drama takes the name of 
the father and presents his tribe as a band 
of plucky rebels caught between Christian 

crusaders, Byzantine warriors and fearsome 
Mongols. It is the story of Ertuğrul’s tribe 
who invokes Islam and triumphs against all 
odds.

First launched in 2014, the lengthy five-
season series produced by Turkish Radio 
and Television (TRT) has already hit the 
screen in 60 countries. Many people are 
watching it on Netflix where it has been 
available for more than a year. Now one 
rarely expects the Prime Minister of a nation 
to become a cheerleader for a television 

show but considering the drama had a rich 
heritage, cultural history and Islamic values, 
he advised the youngsters to have a look 
at it. The PTV aired its first Urdu-dubbed 
episode on the first of Ramazan and since 
then Ertuğrul’s military conquests, family di-
lemmas and religious convictions have be-
come all the rage on social media. People 
are sharing memes and the dialogues have 
become a part of Pakistan’s cultural lexicon. 
Overnight, it has shot up PTV’s subscriber 
base on YouTube where new episodes of 

Is Turkish Industry 
Taking Over?
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the Urdu-dubbed version are regularly up-
loaded. There’s even a Whatsapp campaign 
urging viewers to make it the most watched 
YouTube content ever.

The popularity of Diriliş in Muslim world 
and particularly in Pakistan is somewhat 
retaliatory in nature, as Muslim’s repute has 
been tainted constantly and systematically 
by the media industry of the world that lead 
to the birth of Islamophobia and eventu-
ally victimization of Muslims throughout the 
world. Diriliş has provided Muslims with 
the much needed Muslim hero in a world 
where Muslims are being portrayed as ter-
rorists, warlords and drug mafia. This show 
has depicted the values of protecting the 
oppressed and fighting against injustice, 
practiced and preached mostly by human 
right activists of today’s era has helped to 
exemplify the soft image of Islam.

Despite having tense and prolong battle 
scenes, it’s poised intelligently as family 
show. With social distancing measures 
in place amid the coronavirus pandemic, 
people are greeting each other with their 
heads bowed and hand to the heart. In 
homes, kids are using imaginary swords to 
fight each other. Some see hints of Islamic 
revivalism while others find a cultural com-

monality that they didn’t know existed. 
Though some historical facts are worked 
upon for dramatic effect, the production 
values are suitably overblown. The produc-
ers have spent a lot of time and money 
on enhancing the quality of action scenes 
directed by famous Hollywood stunt team 
NOMAD. Probably, that’s the reason it has 

been called the Turkish ‘Game of Thrones’ 
but unlike GoT, not much importance has 
been given to romantic scenes.

Ertuğrul has given people something to 
watch outside of English-language Hol-
lywood films. But this isn’t the first time a 
Turkish drama is entertaining Pakistanis. 
Other series such as Ishq-e-Mamnu (For-
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bidden Love), Mera Sultan (My Sultan) and 
Fatmagul have been major hits but Diriliş: 
Ertuğrul has generated unprecedented 
interest. Perhaps it’s religion that has come 
to bind millions of viewers with Ertuğrul and 
his legacy.

However, while entire Pakistan is wildly 
obsessed with this show, many people 
from entertainment industry of Pakistan 
have expressed their concern over the im-
port of foreign content by state sponsored 
television channel and the abundance of 
fame being given to Esra Bilgic and Engin 
Duzyatan. And if we critically analyze the 
statements, their point of view seems legit 
to some extent as well. Our local industry 
is not a flourishing one and during this 
pandemic when the country is facing eco-

nomic crisis and people 
are losing jobs, this just 
doesn’t feels right.

After Reema, Shaan 
Shahid, and others, 
Yasir Hussain also spoke 
on the issue. He said, 
“When your brother is 
fired from his bank job, 
sister is out of school 
and father is laid off 
from his job, and instead 
Turkish people are 
enrolled instead of them, 
then you might know 
why I’m saying this.” 
He emphasized the 
fact that the 
PTV milking 
the Ertuğrul 
series was a 

loss for the national celebrities. 
He wanted to say that because 
the Turkish actors are getting so 
much fame, it leaves no room 
for Pakistanis. He also viewed 
that the PTV should produce a 
show with Islamic history where 
the cast and the crew are from 
Pakistan and not elsewhere. 
After all, it is the PTV and top 
directors’, producers’ and actors’ 
responsibility to produce original 
and educating content that could 
attract the viewers.

The fact that the series is 
getting so much love is because 
our drama and film industry has 
a history of making stereotypical 

jaadu-tona, saasu-bahu, love stories and 
family affairs with the view that viewers only 
want to watch these stories but they have 
been proved wrong by the popularity of 
Diriliş: Ertuğrul so they need to revisit their 
approach and think fresh. What we could 
do is stop criticizing and labelling Diriliş: 
Ertuğrul as a threat and rather plan joint 
ventures with the Turkish film and drama 
industry for the betterment of our local 
industry. Pakistan has been collaborating 
with India for cinematographic projects so if 
they can collaborate with Indian film indus-
try then why not Turkey to whom we share 
Islamic and cultural values.

The viewers in Pakistan, particularly the 
youth, should ponder Diriliş: Ertuğrulas 

a mere cinematographic project and no 
amount of sanctity should be associated 
with the actors of this series. Those actors 
are part of the entertainment industry and 
their real lives are different from the char-
acter they are performing. This should only 
be seen as a media project for narrative 
building. As for now, Esra Bilgic (Halima 
Sultan) and her Ertuğrul army are winning 
in Pakistan and this can be rightfully seen in 
the projects Bilgic has signed with Paki-
stan, the most prominent being the HELLO 
magazine cover shoot. 



Remembering Iqbal Akhund

It came as a real shock to me 

when I learned of Iqbal Akhund’s 

death. I had the good fortune to 

know him as a very senior diplomat 

and as an expert in foreign affairs. 

He was also a great friend and advi-

sor. In the days when this magazine 

was known as Thirdworld, especially 

during the martial law days of Gen. 

Zia, whenever Iqbal Akhund was in 

town and I sought his advice on any 

matter concerning foreign affairs, he 

would be more than forthcoming.

Once he had invited me to lunch at the Sind Club. Suddenly, he re-

marked to me with brightness in his eyes, “You know, Jawaid, we have 

something in common!”

“What is that?” I responded.

“We both have ‘Iqbal’ in our names”.

Iqbal Akhund’s services to Pakistan are invaluable. He was Paki-

stan’s ambassador to Canada, Spain, the Netherlands, Saudi Arabia 

and Malaysia and was also U.N. Assistant Secretary-General from 1979 

to 1987. He was even considered for Secretary General. He served 

as head of the Centre Against Apartheid, Secretary-General’s Special 

Representative and Resident Coordinator in Lebanon and Chairman of 

the Security Council Committee on Sanctions against Rhodesia. He be-

came Foreign Affairs Adviser to Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto in 1988-

1990.

Iqbal Akhund believed in sheer hard work and was always kind to 

others. May his soul rest in peace. Ameen! 

– Syed Jawaid Iqbal
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Renowned TV personality, Tariq Aziz 

passed away in Lahore at the age of 

84.  He was not just a guy 

known for his long-running Neelam 

Ghar which later became Tariq Aziz 

Show but was also a TV announc-

er, news readers, film actor, poet, 

writer and much more. His was the 

first male face that appeared on TV 

screens when PTV started its initial 

broadcasts from Lahore in 1964.

Tariq Aziz was born in 1936 in 

Jalandhar and received his early 

education there.

On behalf of the PML-N, he served as a 

member of the National Assembly of Paki-

stan between 1997 and 

1999. It was during that 

period that he became 

one of those who at-

tacked the Supreme 

Court when Sajjad Ali 

Shah was the Chief Jus-

tice of Pakistan. This 

was seen in a video of 

the incident. Tariq Aziz 

was not looked upon 

with much favour by the 

public for being a part of the attack.

His films were “Insaniyat”, “Haar Gaya In-

saan” and “Salgirah”. He also won two Nigar 

awards. His knowledge of Urdu literature was 

phenomenal and though he never laid claims 

to being a major poet, he was quite adept in 

the craft both in Urdu and Punjabi. One of his 

well-known Urdu couplets is: 

Syed Munawar Hassan, 

the former Amir of Ja-

maat-e-Islami, passed 

away in Karachi recently. He 

was a high-calibre politician with 

a progressive outlook. When he 

spoke, it would seem he was 

talking poetry but in the form of 

prose. When he wrote anything, 

his words effortlessly stood for 

the case he was presenting. The 

arguments he offered would be 

later proven by events.

The news of Munawar 

Hassan’s death has come 

as a great shock to me be-

cause he was a very close 

friend and had been my 

contemporary in so many 

ways. We had a relationship 

of affection. At the Govern-

ment College in Nazimabad, 

we spent four years and lat-

er were together at univer-

sity. There were many things 

in common between us. We 

were deeply engrossed in politics and wanted 

to play a part in eliminating injustice and op-

pression from society. Entrapped in a kind of 

political romanticism, we could never think of 

making careers in any other field.

I have not only lost a dear friend but his 

death has, to a great extent, killed a part of me. 

His was a great era of accommodation, respect 

in political relations and a distinct level of de-

cency in everything he did. Munawar Hasan’s 

era will serve as a point of reference for future 

historians and political analysts. 

– Nafees Siddiqui

End of Dekhti Aankhon, Suntay Kanon

Syed Munawar Hassan – End of an Era

– Syeda Areeba Rasheed
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ArteMis Fowl

An Unwanted sequel
By Mahnoor Talal

Artemis Fowl arrives on Disney+ with 

the timeliness of a would-be bar 

patron staggering in just after last call 

and right before the lights get turned on. 

The film, based on Eoin Colfer’s hugely 

successful series about a tween prodigy 

who makes testy contact with the fairy 

realm, is one that’s been in the works in 

some form or another since 2001, when 

the first book was published. That’s long 

enough for multiple directors to have 

come and gone, and for the Weinsteins, 

who originally bought the rights, to have 

left Disney, partnered with Disney, and 

been stripped of all involvement by Dis-

ney after the Me Too movement.

The title character of Artemis Fowl, 

played by Ferdia Shaw (grandson of Rob-

ert) who’s technically Artemis Fowl II, is still 

an arrogant 12-year-old genius. But the 

film has cleaned the characters up and 

flattened him out so that he’s no longer in-

troduced as the unathletic heir to a gener-

ations-old Irish crime family. Instead, he’s 

a schoolboy who loves surfing and hang-

ing out with his maybe-shady antiquities-

dealing dad (Colin Farrell as Artemis Fowl 

I) in their cliffside manor. When his father 

is kidnapped by a villainous pixie named 

Opal Koboi, Artemis discovers that all the 

folklore his father had been teaching him 

over the years is real. Opal, whose motiva-

tions remain as obscured as her perpetu-

ally masked face, is after an acorn-shaped 

MacGuffin called the Aculos, which she 

wants to trade for Artemis père’s life.

The elaborate hostage-taking plan 

Artemis comes up with is, therefore, not 

the act of an anti-hero but that of 

a desperate son who’d do any-

thing to get assistance rescuing 

his sole parent. It puts him on 

an eventual collision course with 

Holly Short (Lara McDonnell), an 

elf cop working for a division in 

charge of retrieving errant fairies 

who’ve wandered to the surface. 

Holly, who lives and works in the 

underground city most of the 

magical population has retreated 

to, has been given a back-story intended 

to awkwardly mirror that of the human boy 

who aims to abduct her.

Artemis Fowl is directed by Kenneth 

Branagh and scripted by playwright Conor 

McPherson and comedian Hamish McCo-

ll. Somewhere along the way, the film was 

so chopped down and mangled as to be 

rendered difficult to even follow. One char-

acter, for instance, switches allegiances so 

abruptly, with no indication as to when or 

why, that it feels like there should be a in-

tertitle somewhere.

Another character gets a teary-eyed 

death scene that’s longer than the rest 

of his screen time put together. Artemis 

spends the film furious that the media 

has been implying his father is a thief, and 

then ends it declaring himself a criminal 

mastermind despite having committed no 

straightforward crimes that we’ve been 

privy to.

The film is about a treasure hunt that 

never goes anywhere, and its big set piece 

involves the forces storming Fowl Manor 

under the stealth-enabling dome of a 

time-freezing device. The film dedicates 

an elaborate earlier scene to demonstrat-

ing what this technology does but fails to 

explain how Artemis and his bodyguard 

(Nonso Anozie) figured it out.

The film isn’t slavishly faithful enough 

to its source material to please hard-core 

fans, and yet its many twists don’t improve 

or make it any more compelling to the un-

initiated. There’s not a trace of wonder or 

joy to its world-building, which enlists vi-

suals that look recycled from other recent 

blockbusters and centres on woefully un-

interesting action sequences. Worst of all, 

Artemis Fowl has no faith in its audience’s 

ability to handle a protagonist who’s not 

out to save the world. It doesn’t even trust 

its audience to follow its story without end-

less, exaggerated exposition.

The film is narrated by the tragically 

inescapable Josh Gad, who plays a dwarf 

named Mulch Diggums who can tunnel 

by unhinging his jaw and expelling the 

dirt he’s eating at an intense velocity. His 

explanatory scenes, set in an interroga-

tion room and delivered directly to cam-

era, have the whiff of a framing device that 

was inserted after the fact, an attempt to 

desperately glue together a project already 

long past fixing. At least those 19 years in 

development have ensured one thing — 

it’s just enough time for the first round of 

book readers to disappoint their kids with 

the film.
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the invisible MAn

Doubting sanity
By Raza Saeed

There’s an expression Elisabeth 
Moss makes that’s right between 

a grimace and a grin, a baring of teeth 
that has the rough shape of something 
friendly without being friendly at all. 
What’s so unsettling about it is that it 
manages to appear involuntary — the 
result of a facial spasm rather than any 
conscious choice, a signal of inner tur-
moil making itself visible on the outside, 
stress causing a body to slip control in 
all sorts of minute ways. It’s a look that 
Moss has had plenty of opportunities to 
deploy over the last few years like while 
having a freak-out vacationing with a 
friend in ‘Queen of Earth’ or carving 
up her own face with a pair of scissors 
as a Tethered terror in ‘Us’. Moss has 
established herself as an empress of 
the onscreen breakdown, our lady of 
ruined eye makeup, and that sneer-
smile is one of the most powerful 
tools in her arsenal. The performance 
she gives as Cecilia Kass, a trauma-
tized survivor of an abusive marriage 
in ‘The Invisible Man’, feels like it was 
built around it.

The story behind this incarnation of 

‘The Invisible Man’ is as 2020 as the film’s 

Me Too inflections. Whatever superhero-

but-make-it-goth take on the concept 

execs might have originally had in mind, 

it’s safe to say that this unexpected result, 

written and directed by Leigh Whannell, 

is wildly interesting. ‘The Invisible Man’ is 

not as smart as it could have been, but the 

concept is ingenious even if the execution 

gets slapdash. And with Moss at the 

centre, it doesn’t matter all that much — 

she sells what’s approached as B-film 

material with the unwavering dedication of 

someone starring in a prestige biopic.

Her character, Cecilia, is married to 

Adrian Griffin (Oliver Jackson-Cohen), 

a pioneer in the field of optics, whose 

work is conducted on the lower floor of 

the chilly modern mansion the couple 

shares. The film begins with Cecilia 

making a suspenseful escape in the 

middle of the night, scaling the fence of 

the property and finding her way to her 

sister Alice’s (Harriet Dyer) car. One of 

Whannell’s best calls is to leave Cecilia’s 

isolated life under Adrian’s possessive, 

violent control off-screen, because the 

details are transmitted more eloquently 

on Moss’s face than in her character’s 

halting accounts. They’re there, as well, 

in Cecilia’s quavering reluctance to leave 

the suburban house in which she takes 

refuge — one that belongs to her hunky 

but resolutely platonic friend James (Aldis 

Hodge) and his teenage daughter Sydney 

(Storm Reid). Then Adrian dies by suicide, 

or at least that’s what Cecilia’s told by his 

brother Tom (Michael Dorman), who also 

happens to be his attorney. She doesn’t 

believe it, doesn’t think he’s capable, 

and soon enough, we’re given reason to 

believe she’s right.

A more considered film might have 

lingered in that moment of ambiguity, 

letting us understand its main character’s 

paranoia and the ways in which PTSD can 

turn the whole world into an untrustworthy 

place. But ‘The Invisible Man’ is in enough 

of a hurry to get to its set pieces that there’s 

never really any doubt that an imperceptible 

presence is menacing Cecilia, starting 

kitchen fires as soon as she steps away 

from the stove and pulling the covers 

off her body at night. These sequences 

are cleverly conceived, highlighting the 

vulnerability of the film’s heroine while 

teasing where its villain might be lurking 

by leaving stretches of negative space in 

the frame or letting the camera linger on 

seemingly empty hallways and corners. 

But between a confounding timeline and 

characters who turn on Cecilia abruptly 

because the plot needs them to, it’s 

in connecting these scenes that the 

film flounders.

Whannell seems a lot more 

interested in the literal consequences 

of being haunted by an abuser 

than the psychological ones but 

Moss holds the film together with 

her deeply committed performance 

and in particular with the defeated 

air that she gives Cecilia, one that’s 

always there under her recovering 

cheerfulness or displays of brittle 

defiance. She understands that this is 

a film about a woman who’s stopped 

believing she’ll ever really feel safe again.

‘The Invisible Man’ is a depiction of 

gas lighting as the strange happenings 

in the house start making everyone 

around Cecilia doubt her sanity. But it’s 

also about what it means to have long 

ago accepted that people don’t look 

past the shiny surfaces of things. When 

Cecilia gives one of those half smile 

half grimaces, it’s with the resigned 

expectation that no one will see anything 

wrong with it. Enduring abuse and having 

your pain and fear go unseen, can be its 

own form of invisibility.
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