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Future of Digital
Learning

he concept of learning in education had been pretty straightforward. Classrooms
full of eager students and a teacher who led the process used to be the only picture
that came to our minds and any other teaching format was viewed with scepticism.
However, since the early 2000s, this model has changed due to the rise of the internet
and fast-evolving technology. The rest, we can say, is history.
Digital and blended learning solutions can no longer be viewed as a disruption in
conventional modes of education but rather as innovative, value-added options available
and accessible to everyone. With the right kind of e-learning products and platforms
at the disposal to most learners, the geographical gap has been bridged and it seems
almost like being inside the classroom even while you’re not. Earlier, online courses and
certifications were not considered credible enough but now even Ivy League colleges
offer the option. Moreover, there are dedicated portals such as Coursera, Udemy,
Udacity, LinkedIn Learning, etc which students can make great use of.
EdTech or Technology in Education has been a game-changer not only for students.
It has also provided teachers a plethora of options for sharing learning resources in
different formats as per the diverse learning styles and needs of students. Digital learning
brings a dimension of immersive technologies where students can use augmented and
virtual reality to experience concepts and environments beyond their reach through 3D
models and visualization. For example, students can now look at layers of earth or go
on a virtual field trip.
These creative tools aid in the delivery of education by allowing students and
teachers to step out of the traditional model of education. Now educators can employ
innovative solutions such as makerspaces to transform a simple lecture into something
engaging, exciting, and hands-on. It goes without saying that because of digitization;
the concept of modern education has escaped the bounds of classrooms and opened
up a world of endless possibilities for learners.
E-learning has been growing rapidly around the world and Pakistan is no exception.
It is not the rapidly changing technology and its after-effects that are of concern but
the learner’s inability to adapt to it. Students who are the future leaders must adapt to
this new method of learning and in order to do so, it is imperative that all players and
stakeholders of the education and publishing sectors come forth and join the digital
transformation process.
As we take steps towards a tech-based economy, we should also focus on slowly
and steadily moving towards expanding the offerings in the digital sphere. Educational
institutions and publishing houses should make the best use of technology and
provide digital content to students. Animated videos, interactive materials, comics and
assessments are the fundamental learning tools of today. It would be fair to say that the
ever-struggling education sector in Pakistan is due for a well-deserved makeover.
It is interesting that many people thought the publishing industry would become
redundant with digitization. However, the increased focus on digitization should be
viewed as an opportunity and the aim should be to develop blended learning (digital
and print) resources to maximize the learning experience.
In Pakistan, market readiness for digital products is an issue and any subsidized
internet facility from the government to increase access to digital platforms would give
the publishing industry a breakthrough in this area. Initiatives like ‘Bring your own device’
can enable our schools to make the maximum use of these new ways of learning.
It is known that the future of work will bring careers and jobs which are unknown right
now. Therefore, it is important to instil self-directed learning skills in students and one of
the ways is by providing them digital content which they can consume at their own time
and pace either at home or school. The content should include self-assessment which
helps in getting constructive feedback and channelizing the student’s self-directed
learning journey.
Without doubt, accelerating the digital phenomenon is the key to growth. Of course,
the importance of the publishing industry, pedagogy and classroom learning will remain
but it is digitization that will drive a better future in Pakistan and around the world.
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Readers’ Thoughts

Advertising Mela

T

his is with reference to the last month’s cover story on the largest advertising
event in Pakistan, AdAsia 2019. Pakistan has always been wrongly portrayed
in the past but with AdAsia, the perceptions of people might change as the event
witnessed hundreds of delegated from over the world and Pakistan along with
international and local speakers discussing the advertising sector as a whole. Dr
Arif Alvi also highlighted the importance of marketing in business and stressed upon
the need to modify the marketing strategies to achieve a realistic approach to selling
products. Pakistan is an emerging market for investors and a safe land for tourists.

Sabeen Ibrahimovic Agha
Bremen, Germany

Digital Pakistan
P

akistan has been
through many ups
and downs but Prime
Minister Imran Khan has
taken several initiatives
for the country. One
such initiative is Digital
Pakistan. A senior
Google executive and
MIT graduate, Tania
Aidrus, is leading the
initiative that the Prime
Minister has initiated to
herald a technologicallydriven environment. In
an interview with SouthAsia magazine, Tania explained Digital Pakistan
as an overarching vision that aims to unlock the potential of Pakistan
by architecting the foundations of its digital future. She was of the view
that soon a few big successes out of Pakistan will bring regional and
global attention to the massive opportunity that exists in the country.

Hafsa Batool,
Lahore, Pakistan.

Number Plates
T

Tuition Model
T

uition centres in Pakistan which were initially meant to be a choice
for students have now become a necessity. Previously, tuitions were
considered to be providing help to students who were academically
behind but now even the brightest of them have succumbed to
the routine of unnecessary and pointless tuitions. This is a result
of secondary educational
institutions changing their
teaching methodology which
incorporates tuition centres
into the mix in a way that
omitting them becomes
detrimental for the students.
The reason for doing this
is the promise of profits
for institutions due to the increasing number of students. Instead of
focusing on a better business model, institutions should shift focus
towards providing a more comprehensive and productive experience
for students to optimize the system and reserve tuition centres for
those who really need them.

Bilal Siddique,
Islamabad, Pakistan.

he Sindh Excise and Taxation Department doesn’t seem bothered about
the suffering and harassment of owners of newly-registered vehicles whose
number plates have not been issued for years despite registration. The authorities
collect Rs. 1000 upfront at the time of car registration and a challan is issued
duly stamped with the statement ‘Original number plates not issued’. According
to Mukesh Kumar, Minister of Excise and Taxation in Sindh, thousands of number
plates have not been collected and are lying in storage. If this is to be believed, why
are number plates not being issued to the existing buyers?

Shabbir Ali,
Karachi, Pakistan.
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Who Said That!

Nepali Mermaid
N

epal is booming with athletes making a
mark for the country. Gaurika Singh, a
17-year old, claimed her second gold at the
13th South Asian Games when she clocked
2 minutes 17.73 seconds to win the women’s
200m backstroke swimming competition. With
another top of the podium finish, Singh, who
has a new moniker as the ‘Nepali Mermaid’,
has become one of the most decorated Nepali
athletes at the regional sporting spectacle.
She has won two individual gold medals and a
team event silver so far. She was appropriately
praised by the President of Nepal Swimming
Association Ashok Bajracharya. Watching her
go from strength to strength, Nepal’s swimming
officials cannot help nurturing Olympic hopes.

“f you’re walking down the right path and you’re
willing to keep walking, eventually you’ll make
progress.”
- Barack Obama, former US President

“Different aspects come to the fore at different
times. I started writing because I felt writers had
failed to document the history of art in Pakistan.”
– Salima Hashmi, Artist

“As a woman, we don’t have to hope to get our dues.
We need to get up and get it ourselves.”
– Kangana Ranaut, Actress

Milan Sajit,
Kathmandu, Nepal.

Disappearing
Country

T

he Maldives may be a paradise for
tourists but now it has many issues about
the environment. These include dwindling
freshwater supplies and inadequate sewage
treatment. Recent estimates indicate that the
nation's water supply may be exhausted in
the near future as population increases have
created a sanitation problem that threatens the
waters surrounding the island nation. Another
significant environmental problem is the rise
in sea levels due to global warming. The
islands are particularly susceptible to flooding.
Environmental preservation is complicated by
these unique problems that affect a nation
consisting of 1,200 islands spread over 510
miles of the Indian Ocean. Preservation of the
desert island’s ecology, protection of marine life
and coral reefs and coconut tree rehabilitation
are additional environmental goals. It is hoped
the Maldives government will be up to the
task or soon, there will not be a country called
Maldives anymore.

Sami Abdur Rehman,
Malé, The Maldives.

“Success is a lousy teacher. It seduces smart
people into thinking they can’t lose.”
- Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft

“I believe in absolute freedom of expression. Everyone has
a right to offend and be offended.”
– Taslima Nasreen, Bangladeshi writer

“I knew I needed to wait for the right time
where I can prove myself.”
– Abid Ali,
Pakistani cricketer

“You can always trust a dishonest man to be
dishonest. It’s the honest ones you have to watch
out for.”
– Johnny Depp, Actor

“I’m tall and smart. If you’re aggressive and energetic
it can be intimidating for people who aren’t very smart
themselves. – Julia Roberts, American actress
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Grapevine

Nusrat Jehan’s
New Role

I

No, said
Imran Khan

W

as Prime Minister Imran
Khan ever offered a role
in an Indian film? Probably he
was in his young days when he
was a celebrity, having taken
Pakistan cricket to new levels
and having built an image for himself as a social A-lister in the
West. It seems that none other than the late Indian actor and
film-maker Dev Anand had pursued him to do a role in one of
his films but Imran Khan had gracefully declined the offer.

Mahira, Mehwish
Admired

M

ahira Khan and Mehwish Hayat have made it to the ‘sexy’
list for 2019 of the UK weekly Eastern Eye. India’s Alia
Bhatt was declared the sexiest female face of 2019 as per the
magazine. Mahira Khan has also represented Pakistan at the
Paris Fashion Walk. Perhaps Mehwish Hayat had the judges
going her way because she has also bagged a Tamgha e Imtiaz
at home though a lot of people think many other actors also
deserve to be recognized in this way.

ndia’s Nusrat Jehan is a member of
the Indian parliament from a
West Bengal constituency.
She was not elected on a
BJP ticket but that of TMC
(Trinamool Congress Party)
led by Mamta Bannerjee.
Nusrat Jehan is also
an actress and despite
being elected an MP,
with all the attendant
work, she still wants to
do at least two films a
year. She has been a
successful Bengali actor
and wants to do the lead
role in the forthcoming
film Asur. She is still best
remembered for her role in
Khoka 420.

Humayun Saeed
as Batman

T

here were rumours circulating that DC Comics (Detective
Comics) wanted to sign Humayun Saeed as their next

Batman. The Pakistani actor seemed
to have caught the attention of DC
Comic. He plays the main male lead
in the TV serial “Meray Paas Tum
Ho”. The DC Comics franchise was
said to be in talks with Humayun
Saeed for the Batman role but this
never came about. It would have
certainly been a proud addition to
Pakistan’s entertainment industry,
had DC Comic finally not chosen
Hollywood actor Robert Pattinson
to depict the new Batman.
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Newsbeat

Maqsoods
celebrate their 50th

R

ecently, Anwar Maqsood celebrated fifty years of his marriage with Imrana (Immu).
The golden jubilee was attended by a larger number of people who blessed the
couple on the special day. Guests included Javed Jabbar and his wife Shabnam,
Syed Jawaid Iqbal and his wife Zeba, Rubab Haider (wife of late Naseer Haider, the ad man
who used to play bridge every Sunday with Anwar), Rafi Khan, cricketer Salahuddin, Yasir
Hussain and Iqra Aziz. There were also many other prominent people and relatives among
the guests.
Syed Jawaid Iqbal and Zeba gifted the couple a book comprising comments from Anwar
Maqsood and Immu’s close relatives, friends and family members. Copies of the book were

Some quotes from the book presented by Jawaid and Zeba:
‘Each of the two is a distinct individual. Neither is a shadow or an extension of the other.’
– Javed Jabbar
‘Fifty years ago, two of the most wonderful people I know started their lives together.’
– Anum Ahmed
‘The kind of love and affection I’ve been getting from his family over the years is beyond
words.’ – Adnan Siddiqui
‘AM and Immu stand as not only a couple that managed to strike success but they did
so in all respects, keeping the dignity of each relation intact.’ – Shaha Jamshed
‘One of the pleasures ad rewards of returning from the UK to our homeland was meeting and becoming close to bhabi and Anwar bhai.’ – Dr Saad Niaz
‘Anwar sahab and Immu ji are like parents to me.’ – Yasir Hussain

More Online Transport

F

irst came Careem and Uber and
were heartily welcomed by the
people of Karachi who have always
been suffering from an acute public
transportation problem. The provincial
government simply did not care and kept
making hollow promises.
When the rates of the ride-hailing
services started going high, more entrepreneurs came into the market such as
Airlift and SWVL offering rides in small,
air-conditioned buses - and they got
more than willing customers.

Now it is reported that more online
transport companies are planning to
launch their services at even better rates.
This time, the Sindh government has
also jumped in to make money from the
people’s daily transport needs. At the
same time, it seems the government has
all but absolved itself from the responsibility of providing regular public transport
in the city, such as buses and the Karachi
Circular Railway or making roads, flyovers
and underpasses.

also distributed among the guests.
What added to the evening’s entertainment was a big screen in the centre on
which old Indian songs played, depicting
the love between Anwar Maqsood and
Imrana. The big screen later showed live
pictures from the stage, where the couple
was answering questions from their grandchildren in a quiz competition.
A visitor’s book was also available for the
guests to write their views.

Salam Planet

S

ocial networking apps have become
an integral part of our life. Apart from
the well-known global apps, community-based platforms are sharing interests,
religious beliefs and motifs. Considering the
precedent set, ‘Salam Planet’ has come
into being. The app is more of a
one-stop-shop designed to deal
with any queries concerning
the Muslim way of life, ranging
from Quranic teachings to
Halal restaurant reviews and
lifestyles. It has a direct connection with people of a similar
mindset.
It is, in fact, a marketplace app for all the
people around the world regardless of their
religion. The moment you install the app, you
are offered a variety of interactive sections
such as trending user posts, reviews, media,
public figures, shopping, travel, sports, food
and entertainment. It allows you to create,
comment, share posts, pictures and links with
your family and friends.
In a nutshell, ‘Salam Planet’ intends to provide a similar experience as other global app
but in a more personalized way. Currently, the
app operates in two languages – Danish and
English.

SLOGAN February 2020

9

Newsbeat

‘A Quiet Place’ Returns

‘A

Quiet Place 2’ recently released
its trailer which speaks volumes
about the kind of film John
Krasinki will be delivering to us. The scene
takes us back to a silent place where Emily
Blunt, the lead actress, and her husband
John fought for their family’s survival. John
sacrificed himself in ‘A Quiet Place’ so
that his family could escape the monsters
and now it’s up to Emily blunt to save her
family.
The trailer gives us some more insight
about the creatures from which the Abbott

family is escaping but now the whole town
is in danger. Cillian Murphy can be seen in
the trailer who will be a part of the journey
to save other humans. Djimon Hounsou
has also joined the cast.
The synopsis of the film reads, “The Abbott family must now face the terrors of the
outside world as they fight for survival in silence. Forced to venture into the unknown,
they realize that the creatures that hunt
by sound are not the only threats that lurk
beyond the sand path.” The film is slated
to release on March 2020.

Singing Debut for
Kinza Hashmi

P

akistani actress Kinza Hashmi who
is a renowned name in the Pakistani drama
industry has stepped
into singing with her
debut song ‘Sajna’.
Kinza took to social
media and shared
Sajna’s cover, sung
by her. The song has
been originally sung
by the young multitalented singer, Yashal
Shahid.
Kinza started her
acting career in 2014
and appeared in several television commercials and serials. She played Rashna
in Hum TV’s ‘Ishq Tamasha’ for which she
even received a nomination for Best Negative Actor at the Hum Awards.

Jubilee Life Awarded

P

akistan Stock Exchange held the Top
25 Companies Awards Ceremony, to
honour the top companies of Pakistan. This is the most prestigious and sought
after recognition for the corporate sector.
Prime Minister Imran Khan graced the occasion with his appearance.
The companies winning the awards
belonged to a broad spectrum of industries,
meeting or exceeding the pre-requisites

of Capital Efficiency, Dividend Distribution,
Growth in Operating Revenues, Turnover,
Corporate Governance and Investor Relations.
The Prime Minister, along with other senior
government officials, distributed the awards
among companies that made it to the
Pakistan Stock Exchange Top-25 ranking in
2016, 2017 and 2018. Jubilee Life Insurance
received the PSX Top 25 Companies award

Velo Launched in Pakistan

T

he official launch of the white nicotine pouch brand Velo Pakistan took place in Karachi. The event was themed with the fitting blue carpet and a massive chair wall which also served as the photo wall. A glam booth
inside was also made where one could get a 180 degree photo gif shot.
The event witnessed an aerial hoop dance performance by Filipino
performer Faith. Everyone from Nadia Hussain to Frieha Altaf to the face
of Velo Pakistan, Sheheryar Munawar watched in awe as Faith played
with the hoop.
The product’s signature cool and breezy colour theme lighted the
mood and the ambiance of the place and one would be pulled aside to
an incredibly unique showcase: the brand name Velo carved in thick ice.
Renowned personalities including Model Abeer Rizvi, Abeera Habib,
Zhalay Sarhadi, Hira Hussain and producer Sadia Jabbar also showed
up.
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in 2016. The award was presented by the
Finance Minister, Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh
to Mr Farhan Faridi, Group Head – Retail
Distribution, Jubilee Life Insurance.

Newsbeat

HBL PSL 2020
T

he Pakistan Cricket Board has announced the schedule of the HBL
Pakistan Super League 2020 with
all 34 matches to be played across four
international venues of the country from 20
February to 22 March, 2019. The schedule
announcement was part of the 50 days to
go to HBL Pakistan Super League 2020
celebrations that also featured the launching
of the countdown clock, which has been
mounted at the main entrance of the Gaddafi Stadium – the home of Pakistan cricket.
PCB Chairman Ehsan Mani said, “After
bringing Test cricket back to Pakistan, hosting of the entire HBL Pakistan Super League
is our other major achievement. I never had
any doubts it was Pakistan’s league and
should be played in front of home crowds.
The league will feature 36 foreign stars out

of 425 who showed
interest. This shows
the confidence that
players throughout the
world have in playing in
Pakistan.”
“Through this event,
we expect the economy
and tourism to get a
significant boost, which
will have a direct impact
on the overall health of
the country. I am expecting like last year, the
entire country will get behind this tournament and by turning up in big numbers. I
also want to thank the local governments
and security agencies to facilitate the PCB
in bringing HBL PSL back to Pakistan, for
which we are grateful”, he added.

‘Soul Charity’ by Adeel
Chaudry

A

deel Chaudry is a food influencer and a chef who was named
one of the most handsome
food connoisseurs in the world. He is
also the owner of a trendy restaurant

in Lahore called ‘Junoon’, famous for
its amazing menu and especially the
Imli Cola Bomb which is their speciality. Adeel is known for his impeccable
style and amazing food vlogging as he

travels a lot.
All restaurants prepare a huge
amount of food every day and the
leftovers are either thrown away or go
bad but this entrepreneur started the
initiative of ‘Soul Charity’. The
place is a walk-in place outside
‘Junoon’ where packaged food,
clothes and shoes are available
for people in need. The packaged
food is from the buffet section of
the restaurant and has a variety of
traditional, Chinese and continental dishes.
‘Junoon’ also have a policy to
give discounts to customers who
finish their meals and do not leave
behind the food on their plates. Adeel’s
effort to eradicate hunger has been
much-appreciated and truly projects
Pakistan’s youth in a positive light.

Of the 34 event matches, the National Stadium will stage nine matches
and Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadium will host 14
matches. National Stadium will also host
the Qualifier between the top two sides,
whereas the Gaddafi Stadium will be the
venue of the two Eliminators and the Final.

Junaid Murtaza Country
MD of L’Oréal Pakistan

J

unaid Murtaza has been appointed the new
Country Managing Director of
L’Oréal Pakistan. Murtaza is a LUMS
alumnus of 2008 who began his career
with Unilever Pakistan and led an accelerated career path through various successful stints in Marketing & Sales.
In 2013, he joined L’Oréal as the Marketing Director – Consumer Products Division - extending the reach of L’Oréal Paris
and Garnier brands to the consumers of Pakistan.
He then moved to the Global L’Oréal Headquarters
Paris, France as Zone Marketing Director for Pan
Africa and Middle East region.
Junaid returned to Pakistan in 2018 as the General Manager for L’Oréal Pakistan Consumer Products division and within 9 months, he succeeded the
position of Country Managing Director where he is
the Chief Executive for L’Oréal Pakistan subsidiary,
being one of the youngest Country Managing Directors in the L’Oréal world.
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Newsbeat

Learning from Jinnah

T

he Foreign
Office has
requested a
total of 750 copies of
‘The Jinnah Anthology – 4th Edition’
authored, edited and
compiled, by Liaquat
Merchant, President
of the Jinnah Society,
and Professor Sharif
Al Mujahid, for placement at all Pakistan
embassies, high commissions and consulates worldwide. The
book was published by
Lightstone Publishers
and the decision for
keeping the 750 books
in Pakistan’s diplomatic
missions was taken by
Mr. Sohail Mahmood,
Liaquat Merchant
Foreign Secretary of
Pakistan.
Mr Mahmood is a seasoned diplomat
with experience spanning over three
decades that includes various assignments
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as well as
Pakistan’s missions abroad in both bilateral
and multilateral arenas. Prior to becoming
the Foreign Secretary of Pakistan, he was
Pakistan’s High Commissioner to India.
He has also served as the Additional
Secretary for Afghanistan/West Asia as
well as Director General for the Americas

at the Foreign
Secretary’s Office. His
foreign assignments
include position of
Pakistan Ambassador
to Thailand and
Turkey, among many
others.
The Jinnah Society
aims to promote Jinnah’s legacy through
the publication of
books, articles ad
letters in newspapers,
besides producing films and organizing
events in schools,
book launches and
media programmes.
The sale and distribution of the Jinnah
Anthology and Quotes
from the Quaid-eSohail Mahmood
Azam is a part of the
effort.
Mr. Liaquat Merchant and Professor
Sharif Al Mujahid have emphasized that
in order to understand the reasons which
led to the creation of Pakistan, what
Pakistan was intended to accomplish, the
reason for its continued existence despite
treacherous circumstances and why the
idea of Pakistan will never die, one has to
understand Jinnah because he constitutes
the bridge which must be crossed to
understand all this.

‘Joker’ Sequel?

A

ccording to rumours, Todd Philips and
Joaquin Phoenix are in talks for a sequel
to ‘Joker’, the film that brought in more
than 1 billion USD worldwide. The director and
actor, both received standing ovations for the
film along with earning the top Golden Lion
Award at the Venice Film Festival and a Golden
Globe acting prize for Joaquin Phoenix, who
received critical acclaim for his transformation
from a vulnerable loner into a confident villain in
the film. Phoenix also got a BAFTA leading actor nod and the film was also nominated for
adapted screenplay, original score, casting, cinematography, editing, sound, production design as well as makeup and hair. Well, time will tell if the speculation turns out right or not.
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Nida and Yasir
kick-off new
ventures

Y

asir Nawaz, a film director, producer,
screenwriter and actor has stepped
into the food business by opening his own
restaurant ‘The Forest’ in Karachi. It all
started when Yasir contacted a friend and
told him about his interest. He wanted to go
into the food business. Soon, they partnered
and ‘The Forest’ was the outcome. For
Yasir, the food business is competitive and a
completely different ball game compared to
films but he is enjoying the experience and

getting to know its different aspects.
The restaurant’s main offerings are desi food
like BBQ, karahi, daal makhni, etc They also
have continental food but mainly focus on taste
for which they have specialized chefs. With a
soothing and romantic ambiance with old trees,
Yasir has high hopes for his new business.
His wife Nida Yasir has just launched a new
clothing line by the name of Nida Yasir Collection
(NYC) – not to be confused with New York City.
The collection features women’s fashion-wear.
She thinks Pakistani women are conscious of
their clothing and that is why she has launched
a brand with various colours that speak for
themselves.
The idea for the line is enough to invoke inspiration in anyone. Says Nida, “I have always
wanted to reach out to every woman and every household in Pakistan at some level. I am
extremely humbled with this experience and
would love to expand it into different directions
to bring in more products.”

Music

Living Their Dreams
Zohra, the first all-female orchestra in Afghanistan, is proving that the women of the
country can pursue any dream if they put their hearts and minds to it.

A

midst the sounds of guns and bombs
has emerged another sound that has
been heard all over the world. Who
would have thought that a group of girls
would rise like the phoenix from the ashes
of a war ridden country like Afghanistan
and spread the message of peace through
music? About five years ago, an exceptional
all-female orchestra was formed in Kabul. Afghanistan is a nation where only a few years
back, music had been outlawed and women
were barred from taking part in any social
activity. Now, this group of women known
as Zohra, is travelling across the globe and
performing at international events.
Ahmad Sarmast, an exiled musicologist,
during his time in Australia kept negotiating
the rebuilding of music education in his
nation with the Afghan Government. He is on
a mission to restore his country's rich music
tradition decimated by decades of war.
When he returned to Kabul, he established
Afghanistan National Institute of Music in
2010. This music institute works under the
patronage of the Ministry of Education.
In 2011, ANIM unveiled its Afghan Youth
Orchestra, comprising boys and girls.
Later, in 2015, an all-female orchestra
was launched by the same platform. An
all-female orchestra was an idea that came
from the female students he taught.
It was named Zohra - after the Persian
goddess of music as 30% of students
studying music at ANIM are girls. The group
started with less than 10 girls but now over
30 play in the orchestra. The girls who
became a part of Zohra are the first women
in their families, communities and even
country, to study music properly in over 30
years. The girls of the Zohra orchestra come

from provinces across Afghanistan. They
have traveled to Kabul and now live there to
study music at the Institute
In Zohra’s ranks are the country’s first
female conductors, Negin Khpalwak and
Zarifa Adiba. The orchestra rehearses twice
a week. The frequency of these rehearsals
increases before a concert or performance.
There is an environment of unity and love
among the orchestra members. The older
students help out the younger ones, and
they also choose their own repertoire. The
orchestra plays Afghan and Western music
and is conducted by specialist teachers
and students.
The girls have performed at various
events in Kabul but their international
journey started when they were invited
to perform at the annual meeting of the
World Economic Forum, in Davos in 2017.
Getting to Davos was not easy. Seeking
permission from families of the girls and
the government to travel abroad was
a herculean task but Ahmad Sarmast
achieved this with international and national
support.
As, Nico Daswani, Head of Arts and
Culture, World Economic Forum, said,
“With the theme of this Annual Meeting
being ‘Responsible and Responsive
Leadership’, what appropriate a closing
concert than an exchange with these
extraordinarily courageous musicians.”
Zohra undoubtedly represents
courage, zeal and passion. Following an
unconventional area, especially in a society
like Afghanistan’s, required a great deal of
courage and strength. Furthermore, when it
comes to activities of girls, there are already
many restrictions in South Asian societies.

After all, how many countries in the region
have all-female music groups? Defying all
odds and coming together to pursue what
these Afghani girls were passionate about
is a commendable task. The credit goes
not only to Ahmad Sarmast for presenting
the young musicians to learn but also to
the families of the girls for breaking the
stereotype of the conventional Afghani
family and granting them permission and
support to fulfill their dreams.
Due to the long ongoing war and
Taliban takeover, the lives of the people,
especially the women have been in turmoil.
The Taliban banned music and female
education and restricted outdoor activities
of women when they were controlling most
of Afghanistan. They were deprived of the
very basic rights which women around
the world enjoy without even realizing it.
To come from such a background and
pursue an unconventional field like music
is a commendable and courageous move.
The existence of the orchestra, along with
the pride and joy seen on the girls’ faces as
they play together, shows how much things
have changed in Afghanistan. It also shows
just what can be achieved when a young
girl is clear about what she wants to do in
life and is given the opportunity.
Zohra is not just a platform for these
girls to fulfill their dreams of pursuing
music but is an outlet where they can
be free to express themselves. It is an
inspiration for thousand of girls who have
such dreams but are too scared of society.
The emergence of such enterprising girls
and women in various sections of the
Afghani society is important for the overall
development and progress of the country.
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Cover Story

A Night of Style and
Entertainment
By Syeda Areeba Rasheed

T

he 4th Hum Style Awards (HSA) took
place on January 25, 2020, in Karachi
with a focus on style and entertainment
that showcased the industry's best along
with Nabila serving as the official hair and
makeup partner for the event. The event
was hosted by the talented Adnan Siddique
which was later followed by Aamina Sheikh
and actor/director Usman Mukhtar. The
evening included the bestowing of awards
in 19 distinct categories along with the
‘Style Icon’ award given to Ayesha Omar
and two special awards in the fields of
‘Timeless Beauty’ given to Reema Khan
and ‘Excellence in Interior Design &
Furniture Manufacturing’ presented
to the House of Zunn and many
riveting and highly entertaining
performances by a bevy of
popular celebrities.
The opening performance
was written and composed by
the upcoming dynamic rap
duo Young Stunners.
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Other performances included
a solo routine by Zara Noor
Abbas and an energetic song
and dance recital by power
couple Farhan Saeed and
Urwa Hocane. Sara
Loren who made
a comeback to
the spotlight paired
up
with
awardwinning actor and

TV host Ahsan Khan in another riveting and
mesmerizing dance routine. Legendary singer
Abrar-ul-Haq was only one of the numerous
singing sensations highlighted among others
who graced the evening filled with music,
dance, fashion and accolades.
The Hum Network Limited – Pakistan’s
premier entertainment network – along
with corporate partners Golden Pearl and
TUC, hosted the always highly-anticipated
award show which each year acknowledged
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and honoured preeminent movers and shakers in
Pakistan’s myriad industries with a special focus on
fashion.
The President of HUM, Sultana Siddiqui, said,
“The Hum Network has a solid history of breaking
ground with all of its initiatives and remains
a favourite among audiences because we

consistently seek to engage our audiences
with entertaining content. With this
impetus in mind, we never lose sight of the
fact that we also have a responsibility to
support, both established and rising local
talent. We hold ourselves responsible for
setting the highest standard in everything
we do and in many ways we have set an
inspirational bar as trailblazers for others
to follow. The Hum Style Awards are
an embodiment of this core philosophy
because not only do we highlight and
applaud the highly accomplished work of
artists, but the gargantuan effort it takes to
put together an extravaganza like the Hum
Style Awards demonstrates our strong
commitment to excellence to host such a
superlative show”.
The best thing of the event was the
stunning decor, the beautiful red carpet and
the effortlessly stylish celebrities that graced the event. The red carpet
was hosted by designer Munib Nawaz and supernova model Mushk
Kaleem, who recently represented Pakistan on the catwalks of Milan,
with Zara Abid, Mahnoor Baloch, Sajal Aly, Zara Noor Abbas, Urwa
Hocane and Reema Khan standing out as the well-dressed ladies of
the night while men like Adnan Siddique, Mikaal Zulfiqar, Ahad Raza
Mir, Farhan Saeed, Aimal Khan and Usman Mukhtar amazed us with
their smart look.
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Around Town

Treat for the
Tastebuds

T

he people of Karachi thoroughy enjoyed
the Karachi Eat 2020, the biggest food
festival of the metropolis, with food ranging from American and European to Pan-Asian
cuisine as well as. desi and probably a little bit of
everything. And this was all despite the weather
which was a bit of test for the people of Karachi.
Karachi Eat is about people of all ages who
love food.It is also built around the idea of creating a common platform for people enthusiastic about food. The event this year was again
a three-day extravaganza but this time it took
place at Karachi’s Beach View Park a much better venue.
Some 115 stalls were set up at the Karachi
Eat, introducing some new entrees as well as
home-based stuff. Chipseez introduced their
signature beetroot, sweet potato and potato
chips while Lemon Grass launched their Crying Tiger while Churrosity came back with a
new Churro Hot Dog; Cloud Naan offered their
Chicken Naan and Spicogetti introduced their
new entree Chic ‘N’ Cheese Spaghetti in addi-

tion to their signature Khausa and Singaporean
Rice.
Among all the eateries, many stalls took the
people’s attention but only a few satisfied the
tastebuds. Basic Taiwanese spicy fried chicken
bao and deep-fried baos with ice-cream stood
out in a small metal truck. The bao buns were
homemade and filled with either spicy fried
chicken and basil leaves or served in fried form
with ice-cream toppings. Carbie’s delicious
burgers were perfectly seasoned with tender
meat while Crust Bros’ Italian Neapolitan pizza
was light, airy and full of flavour. Cheese lovers
were also offered edible 24 karat gold, moz-
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zarella cheese and
basil.
Burmese
Bowl introduced
the
KhowSaMosa Shot by
combining
potato samosa with
khowsey
condiments and coconut curry. D’OH’s fresh churros had
a rich flavour while the dessert sushi with fluffy
crepe wrapped around various flavours and toppings were delicious. Their Jolly Rancher and
Hawaiian punch ice lollies were really chilly in the
winter season. Jolly Rancher flavoured cotton
candy was also available at Sweet Escape with
flavours ranging from blue raspberry and grape
to green apple and premium butterscotch.
Sol’s smoked brisket sliders, burgers, bao
buns, hot chocolate and butterbeer enhanced
the taste buds, especially the hot chocolate
topped with marshmallow and cookies. Original
Bosnian cevapi were served by Leena’s Cevapi
that consisted of lepina bread and stuffed with
grilled meat. Their ajaver and curd were

homemade with an authentic taste of Bosnia.
Tikyani had tikka biryani and tikka stuffed kachoris, the recipes of which are passed down
for generations in the owner’s family.
The Mexican and Korean hotdog was the
main item at Drty Dog where Mexican hotdogs
had beef chilli, nacho cheese and salsa . Korean hotdogs had pickled slaw, sesame seeds
and peanut sauces. O Donuts stood out with
their unique flavour fusions. Yoshi’s had mocha
donuts made with glutinous rice flour and were
gluten-free. Their moffle chicken sandwich, Korean fried chicken and ebiyaki balls (Japanese
street food) were made with dashi batter filled
with veggies and pickles and topped with various sauces and toppings.
With concerts and performances by Canadian bhangra group Josh, Nauman Khalid,
Falak Ahmad Shaikh, Punjabi band Sahara UK,
Zoe Viccaji, Waqar Ehsin, Noman Jalal, Israr
and Lil Mafia, the festival featured talented chefs
and street vendors with their numerous eateries
offering extraordinary food with unique flavour
and taste.

Review

Beyond the Green
T

he dismemberment of Pakistan
in 1971 remains a turning point in
Pakistan’s history and evokes memories
of war and the humiliating defeat of our
armed forces. The catastrophic war of
1971 is also billed as the fundamental
event that made Pakistan realize the
need to maintain its national unity and
stave off any attempts by India to impinge on its internal affairs.
Over the last five decades, historians
have revisited this turbulent event and
analyzed the blunders that led to the loss
of East Pakistan. While a vast majority of
these accounts are fraught with biased
interpretations of the war, Ikram Sehgal
and Bettina Robotka’s Blood Over Different Shades of Green: East Pakistan
1971: History Revisited falls within the
category of books that offer an objective
view of the events that led to the fall of
Dhaka. This is a commendable feat because Sehgal witnessed the conflict at
close quarters and – as Robotka states
in the preface to the book – “personally… knew all the main characters of the
[1971 war]”. Sehgal, therefore, uses the
benefit of hindsight to offer rich details on
how discriminatory policies and a soaring
sense of disillusionment led to the breakup of Pakistan. With the alacrity of an
eyewitness and a historian’s eye for facts,
Sehgal is able to revisit the events of
1971 with candour. As a result, it comes
as no surprise that Blood over Different
Shades of Green succeeds in providing
an intimate glimpse of the causes and
consequences of the war.
Through a detailed scrutiny of the cultural identity of East Bengal, the authors
plumb the depths of the past to explore
how the 19th century Bengali Renaissance fuelled the search for identity and
inspired a surging sense of “all-inclusive
Bengali nationalism”. Sehgal and Robotka state that “there was a widespread
sentiment in West Pakistan and its army,
that East Pakistanis were not true Muslims, that their version of Islam was closer

to Hinduism and, therefore, they must be
brought onto the correct path”.
The authors methodically examine
how these sentiments pushed the erstwhile East Pakistanis onto the fringes and
culminated in a demand for a separate
nation. Readers are taken on a journey
that helps them understand how the burgeoning economic disparities between
the people of East Pakistan and West
Pakistan resulted in discontentment. The
incessant delays in fostering development and progress in East Pakistan are
also discussed at length. In addition, the
authors have highlighted how the issue of
selecting the country’s national language
took a political turn and provided an impetus to the civil war.
Throughout the book, Sehgal and
Robotka never pull their punches when
it comes to criticizing the insecurities that
the ruling elite in West Pakistan had about
the “Bengali majority”. If the principles of
a parliamentary democracy are to serve
as a gauge, East Pakistan would have
had a majority of parliamentary seats owing to its large population. In Blood Over
Different Shades of Green, the authors
condemn the “Punjabi and Muhajir political elite” who deprived East Pakistan
of their seats because they wanted to
seize control in the Centre. For instance,
the authors have drawn attention to the
fact that the Bengalis were heavily underrepresented in the provincial government
and most key administrative posts were
“occupied by West Pakistanis and nonBengali Urdu speakers”.
While these justifications for the 1971
unrest have been cited in countless history textbooks, they have been expounded
upon in a clear and effective manner in
Blood Over Different Shades of Green.
More often than not, historical texts that
are taught at secondary schools across
Pakistan tend to gloss over the events of
1971 and portray the unrest that erupted
in the eastern wing as a bilateral conflict
between India and Pakistan. Sehgal and
Robotka’s depiction of the war is mercifully bereft of these tendencies. Instead,
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it never holds back from exploring the
event from the perspective of the East
Pakistanis – a vital lesson that could improve history-writing processes across
the country.
The emphasis remains on a chronological retelling of the breakup of Pakistan
and its aftermath. As a consequence, the
book encompasses events such as the
1965 war and the elections of December
1970 that eventually changed the fate of
the entire nation. The various phases of
the 1971 war, the systematic genocide
and the role of India in the conflict, have
also been critically assessed. The authors
have also examined how bilateral ties between Bangladesh and Pakistan have
evolved over the decades.
In a similar vein, the debate surrounding the demand for an official apology for the war has been addressed in
a dispassionate manner. “The demand
coming from the Bangladeshi side, of
more apologies, hold little weight and are
politically influenced,” the authors state.
“How many times can you apologize?”
Published by Oxford University Press
Pakistan, Blood Over Different Shades of
Green is a well-researched and informative book that can help us understand our
past mistakes and exorcise the narrowminded beliefs that Pakistanis espouse
about the 1971 war.
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Mere Paas Tum Ho

Bold Statement
By Muhammad Ali Khan

TV Serial

A

lthough many TV plays are being
broadcast on various channels, the
one which recently caught most attention
was ARY Digital’s ‘Mere Paas Tum Ho’
featuring Ayeza Khan as Mehwish, Humayun Saeed as Danish, Adnan Siddiqui as
Shahwar and Hira Mani as Hania. The kind
of attention this serial got was unmatched.
The popularity was because of many reasons, from marketing tactics to creating a
hype about the plot or the ploy to delay the
finale and screen it in a cinema.
It would be unfair to treat ‘Mere Paas
Tum Ho’ just like another story about betrayal because for the first time viewers got to
see a man’s perspective in such detail. The
serial was all about unequal gender relations, infidelity, second marriage and the role
of women in Pakistani society. The audience
might have liked the theme, more because
the story showed what a man went through
when he was hurt and betrayed. The serial
had numerous twists and turns and created
uproar. Even Adnan Siddiqui said that more
men than women were watching ‘Meray
Paas Tum Ho’, which was not quite surprising as the plot was entirely different from the
usual Pakistani stuff.
Mehwish and Danish were a middleclass couple who lived with their son Rumi
(Shees Sajjal Gul). From the start, Mehwish
was seen as being greedy for money; she
forced her husband to earn more, by doing
illegal deeds while working in a government
job. Trying to make ends meet, he even took
bribes to gift his wife a diamond necklace.
Mehwish’s friend Anushey (Meher Bano)
introduced her to Shahwar at a café. His
flirtatious conversation made Mehwish believe that Shahwar was in love with her. The
money lured Mehwish because she was fed
up with living a middle-class life where she
always had to compromise while Shahwar
was a wealthy man. Soon they got very
close. Eventually, Mehwish left Danish on
their wedding anniversary. She went with
Shahwar. Danish was aware that he could
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not do anything to bring her back. What
Mehwish didn’t realize was that Shahwar is
simply using her and soon he would be fed
up of her.
The real struggle unfolded when Maham
(Savera Nadeem), Shahwar’s wife, came
back on Shahwar and Mehwish’s nikkah day
and slapped Mehwish for her deed and sent
Shahwar to jail for committing fraud in the
company. Mehwish was then left alone and
soon realised that by leaving Danish she had
made the biggest mistake of her life as she
also knew that she always loved Danish but
got carried away by Shahwar’s charm and
luxuries, the consequences of which, she
has to pay. In between, the young son Rumi
became mature enough to understand what
divorce meant. Meanwhile, Rumi’s teacher
Hania got emotionally attached to Rumi and
with his father Danish.
People were rather quick to judge Mehwish for her lack of character but no one paid
any attention to Shahwar as he did the same
thing. They both were married to someone
else when they decided to leave their wedded partners and live together. Why wasn’t
Shahwar criticised? Did someone also notice
that Danish repeatedly said to Mehwish that
he was very possessive about her? What
transpired was not possessiveness and was
more of a psychological aberration. The way
he kept saying at the wedding of Anushey’s
brother, ‘Ab woh Shahwar tumhari taraf kiyun dekh raha hai?’ and ‘Woh mere janey ke
baad hi kiyun aya tum se baat karne ke liye?’
was totally strange. People can say, ‘Jab biwi
ko baar baar bolega kay woh dekh raha hai,
woh dekh raha hai, to biwi bhi to dekhegi na
phir usko’. This would be a more logical perception.
Now comes some sarcasm. The writer
of the serial, Khalil-ur-Rehman Qamar, is
someone who himself does not seem to
know what will happens next. He has even
declared somewhere that a man cannot resist a woman tempting him. His views were
squarely criticized though soon the ‘do takay ki aurat’ dialogue surfaced and the social media became a war zone. However

late, Maham’s thappar (slap) tended to rescue the narrative. In the final analysis, most
people did not endorse the ideas or the
words that the writer used with reference to
women.
Humayun Saeed, the love-struck guy
who later turned against the woman he
loved, was impressive in his sincerity, honesty and simplicity. He seemed to be experimenting with the role. Ayeza Khan was like
a breath of fresh air. She came across as a
natural actress and perhaps this is why people really hated the character she played.
Adnan Siddiqui seemed to take his acting
very seriously and, as Shahwar, blended
his flirtatiousness with the right amount of
charm. Hira Mani came across as a good
actor The serial had excellent performances
and sharp direction.
‘Mere Paas Tum Ho’ had a web of complicated relationships. The play emphasized
that in Pakistani society, what is okay for a
man is never okay for a woman. It showed
how the repercussions for breaking a norm
can mean something else for a woman and
something completely different for a man.
Women generally forgive their partners
to normalize their lives but men have their
way.
Directed by Nadeem Baig, the serial
proved to be a big hit on the basis of its
powerful performances and a beautiful
soundtrack by Rahat Fateh Ali Khan. The
gender-bias and double standards prevailing in Pakistani society clearly come
across, making ‘Mere Paas Tum Ho’ a
bold venture.
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