
Creating a cheerful & exhilarating atmosphere, fashion designer 
Ansab Jahangir has launched a beautiful bridal collection with the 

name DIA featuring Ayeza Khan with her bridesmaids.
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Editor’s Desk

December 2020 Vol. 25 No. 12

Pakistan is one of the most feasible markets, though still 
emerging and expanding, for fintech companies. Many 

companies, notably telecom brands, are offering increasing 
facilitations for digital payments. However, there are special-
ised fintech start-ups as well that operate as Electronic Mon-
ey Institutions (EMIs), believing in the considerable growth of 
Pakistan’s digital market. Seeing potential in Pakistan’s digital 
financial market growth, TAG, a mobile application, after getting 
approval from the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), will start pilot 
operations shortly. The mobile app is distinguishing itself from 
other financial apps by offering users not only mobile wallets but 
also debit cards.

Whether or not this particular application is a “super-app”, as 
the CEO of the start-up believes, is not relevant. What is clear 
is that many fintech businesses are tapping Pakistan’s digital 
financial market. Nevertheless, Pakistan’s digital market needs 
more than a one-stop app. So far, most of these start-ups, of-
fering digital transactional services, are unable to connect the 
Pakistani customers with the international financial system.

As international payment gateways are not operating in Paki-
stan, the digital apps working in the country must find a solution 
or become local partners with them. Apps like PayPal, Google-
Pay or Stripe connect various systems and economies and do 
not see it as a sound business decision to operate in Pakistan.

Unfortunately, the country is lagging in attracting such compa-
nies that have millions of users across the world and are the 
frequent choice of customers and buyers to make payments 
through. The ease of doing business is still a significant hurdle 
in attracting fintech players. Over regulations in the financial set-
up of the country discourage many fintech giants from entering 
Pakistan’s market. While other countries are easing restrictions 
to digitise their economic systems fast, our policymakers are not 
keeping an eye on the changing dynamics of commercial ac-
tivities across the globe that are shifting towards e-commerce. 
More effort is needed on this front.

Digitising The Market
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Celebrity Scanner
This is related to the last month’s cover story titled ‘The Price of Fame’ 

emphasising on how the life of celebrities is always under the eyes of 
the media. Through the wiggles and waves created by celebrities’ private 
affairs, one can easily locate the inclination of media towards choosing 
only negativity from their lives and giving less focus on their achieve-
ments because the former sells quicker and better. The media and the 
public should have certain amount of decency in giving respect to their 
private lives.
Ayle Rode,
London, UK

Price Hike   

With time, prices of each and every commodity and 
household have been drastically increasing and still, 

there is no stopping. Before this government, our present 
rulers have 
been stressing 
on reduction 
in price hike 
but it seems 
the market 
mafia has 
completely 
overcome the 
price control 
committees. 
My humble 
request to the 
Prime Minister is to kindly look into this complicated matter 
and mobilise the local administration to control the shooting 
prices of households because the situation is making things 
unbearable for an ordinary man.
Muhammad Haider,
Sahiwal, Pakistan.

Positive Change   

With many celebri-
ties quitting 

showbiz around the 
world, the newest in 
the fashion industry is 
the world’s first Hijab-
wearing supermodel 
Halima Aden. The So-
mali American model 
recently bid goodbye 
to the fashion world 
on her Instragram 
account. Halima was 
of the view that she 
always felt uncom-
fortable during photo 
shoots, despite being a successful black Muslim woman in 
the fashion industry. Though her mother advised her many 
times to leave the industry but the coronavirus break finally 
opened her eyes.
Drew Tanner,
Ireland, Europe.

Readers’ Thoughts

Rape Culture   

Rape cases in Pakistan are increasing despite several efforts by 
the government and NGOs to control them. Do we ever wonder 

how perpetrators dare to commit such a heinous crime? The reason 
is simple. Often we hear that men cannot be expected to control their 
baser impulses in the presence of women. I have no idea how is this 
justified? How come a crime such as rape in Pakistan, having a 25-year 
prison sentence or even the death penalty, is being poorly handled by 
the authorities?
Sama Mohsin,
Sharjah, UAE.
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Who Said That!

“I found Ghalib’s ghazals both ravishing in 
their sheer beauty and challenging in their 
uncompromising difficulty.”
– Dr. Azra Raza, Oncologist.

“I believe that I did not face as much difficulty in 
balancing my life as I should have.” – Sultana 
Siddiqui, President, Hum Network Ltd.

Bravery is standing with the truth and right.  
– Imran Khan, Prime Minister of Pakistan

The secret is to believe in your dreams; in 
your potential that you can be like your star, 
keep searching, keep believing and don’t 
lose faith in yourself. – Neymar, Footballer

“There is the view that during the Cold War, 
Pakistan was the most allied ally and then, 
within the space of just a few months, we 
became America’s most sanctioned friend.” 
– Maleeha Lodhi, former Pakistani 
diplomat.

Don’t be different just for different’s sake. If you 
see it differently, function that way. Follow your 
own muse, always. – Morgan Freeman, Actor

Smart Lockdown
The authorities in Karachi have im-

posed a smart lockdown and have 
ordered markets and restaurants to shut 
at 6pm. The decision was supposed to 
be implemented from November 24. It 
was shocking to see that many business-
es violated these orders and remained 
open till 8pm. It seems that many shop 
owners have found a way to keep their 
shops open. The authorities need to 
look into these issues and ensure that 
all markets are closed at the given time 
so that we can fight this pandemic even 
more efficiently.
Huzaifa Gaba,
Karachi, Pakistan.

HUM Controversy
Sultana Siddiqui and her brother 

Jahangir Siddiqui got into a dispute 
over the hostile takeover of HUMNL. 
The dispute arose from the nature of the 
company and the complex financial ar-
rangements that Hum Networks has with 
MD Productions, the main production 
company from which it buys its content. 
Hum Networks’ business model relies 
on that relationship. But it was perceived 
that the shareholders may incur reduced 
profit margins. Later Jahangir raised 
questions on Sultana and Momina buying 
a property in the U.S. It is still unclear as 
to who will take over HUMNL as Jahangir 
refused to have any involvement in this. 
Yet one thing is for sure, HUM is Sul-
tana’s baby.
Amna Shahid,
Karachi, Pakistan.

My experience tells me the hard road is almost 
always the right road. – Shahid Khan, Pakistani 
entrepreneur

“Listening to your heart is a step towards divinity.”
– Shahnaz Shaikh, TV actress.
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Grapevine

MiSSiON
POSSiBLE
The 27th President of Azad Jammu & Kashmir, Sardar 

Masood Khan 
says that there is 
a need to start a 
people-centered 
policy on Kashmir 
which should 
approach people 
directly all over 
the world. Writing 
for ‘Narratives’, a 
Pakistani maga-
zine, he says 
there is a need 
to appear on the right forums so that the Kashmir move-
ment can morph into an international civil society movement 
because that would turn the ‘impossible’ into ‘possible.’

NOT UNiqUE
“The pace of law enforcement is always going to match 

the pace of the threat”, says Zainab Ahmad, who is 
a prosecutor with the United States Department of Justice. 
“I’m not unique,” she says. “It’s in keeping with broader 
values and patriotism of the American-Muslim community.” 
Zainab was born in New York City but her family migrated 
from Pakistan. She specializes in investigating and prosecut-
ing terrorism and has served as an Assistant United States 
Attorney of the Eastern District of New York where she has 
prosecuted several high-profile cases. She grew up in Nas-
sau County, Long Island, with her father and stepmother but 
also spends time living with her mother in Manhattan and 
often travels to Pakistan and England.

END Of 
LiNE
It looks like the Bhutto name 

in Pakistan’s politics will 
cease to exist after this gen-
eration. From what is evident, 
Bilawal Bhutto is not making 
much headway as a politician 
and none of his other siblings, 
namely Bakhtawar and Asifa, have so far revealed any 
political talents. Considering that Murtaza Bhutto’s son, 
Zulfikar Jr. is also not inclined towards a career in politics, 
the only person left is Fatima Bhutto and it is said that she 
too is not interested in entering politics.

LiMiTED
CaREER
Jawad Ahmad is a singer of some merit. He may have 

dabbled in many other areas, such as forming a political 
party or supporting various social causes, but he will always 
be recognized as a singer. It is interesting though that even 
in that role, he hasn’t done much and the list of his songs 
is still quite limited. Now he has tested positive for Corona 
virus and this may become another factor in limiting his 
career.
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Newsbeat

Syra Yousuf and Sheheryar Munawar were recently featured in OK 
Pakistan magazine. There is sizzling chemistry between the two 

and the photos are already doing rounds on the internet. Donning 
casual and formal dresses, Syra and Shehreyar look like the future 
celebrity couple in town. The bold and beautiful shoot for the fashion 
campaign titled ‘Fall Romance’ featured in the November edition of the 
magazine.

Syra has been frequently appearing in a number of advertising cam-
paigns while Sheheryar recently went through a shoulder surgery after a 
car accident. 

Fall Romance

The much anticipated season 4 of Netflix series ‘The 
Crown’ has finally landed on 

the streaming 
platform. Other 
than following 
into the Royals’ 
story, the season 
has recreated 
Princess Diana’s 
iconic looks from 
the number of 
historic occasions 
the world remem-
bers. She is the perfect Princess of Hearts and the 
memories are impeccable. 

Zong has introduced an-
other international roaming 

offer for its postpaid customers 
travelling to Malaysia. Zong 
4G’s postpaid customers will 
now be able to stay connected 
with people back home at 
incredibly affordable rates.

The bundle gives the sub-
scribers 30 minutes talk-time, 
30 messages and 1GB data for 30 days at PKR 3000 plus tax.

Zong 4G’s international roaming offers have been helping custom-
ers to always stay connected with Pakistan when they travel abroad, 
especially in the current coronavirus crisis. Prior to the Malaysia bundle, 
Zong has introduced international roaming offers for Turkey, China, 
Saudi Arabia, UAE and other countries. 

RecReating Diana’s 
iconic Looks

Zong BunDLe

‘Echo Boomers’, Omer H Paracha’s 
first feature film as an Executive 

Producer, has now been released in 
selected theatres worldwide and is avail-
able for viewing in Pakistan on streaming 
platforms.

‘Echo Boomers’ follows a group of 
disillusioned kids in their twenties who use 
Chicago as their playground by breaking 
into the homes of its richest citizens and 
stealing from them. The millennial gang of 
art thieves keeps audiences on their toes 
as they set out on a journey with nothing 
to lose and causing destruction wherever 
they go.

With Patrick Schwarzenegger, Alex 
Pettyfer, Hayley Law, Oliver Cooper, Lesley 
Ann Warren and Michael Shannon, ‘Echo 
Boomers’ is Seth Savoy’s directional debut 
and has been produced by Mike Ware.

Omer H Paracha has the honour of 
being the youngest executive producer in 
Hollywood from Pakistan. He is also the 
owner and founder of Paraval, a leading 
street-wear inspired luxury label based 
exclusively in Los Angeles.

‘Echo Boomers’ is now also available 
on Hulu, Paramount, iTunes and Amazon 
worldwide.

Young Pakistani in Hollywood
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Newsbeat

The Swedish-based audio 
streaming and media services 

provider happens to have cre-
ated a verified Instagram account 
for Pakistan. However, there is no 
official statement or any updates 
or descriptions from the company 
about launching of the service in 
Pakistan. The account has more 
than 12,000 followers on the photo-
sharing platform.

Spotify is the largest music stream-
ing platform in the world. It has over 
144 million subscribers worldwide and 
is currently available in 92 markets.

With the Spotify Pakistan launch, us-
ers in the country will be able to enjoy 
music that includes 60 million tracks, 
4 billion playlists as well as localized 
music personalization features. 

SPotifY in PakiStan

Earlier, there were speculations that 
Marvel will use a digital double 

for the late Chadwick Boseman in the 
forthcoming ‘Black Panther 2’ film. But 
in a recent interview with the Argentine 
newspaper Clarin, producer Victoria 
Alonso denied the rumours saying that 
there’s only one Chadwick and he is no 
longer with us. Hence, there will be no 
digital appearance of the late actor.

Chadwick, who played the lead role 
in ‘Black Panther’, died earlier this year 
from colon cancer.

The Marvel team is taking time to see 

how to continue the story and how to 
honour the franchise. The production 
for ‘Black Panther 2’ will begin in early 
2021 and is expected to be ready for 
release in 2022. 

no Digital Double

Sylvester Stallone has joined ‘The 
Suicide Squad’ cast. The director 

of the film James Gunn confirmed 

the news on social media but it is still 
unclear as to which character Stal-
lone will play. 

Stallone and Gunn have previously 
worked together in ‘Guardians of 
the Galaxy 2’.Gunn has also writ-
ten the screenplay for ‘The Suicide 
Squad’, taking inspiration from the 
80s Suicide Squad comics. The film 
stars Margot Robbie, Idris Elba, John 
Cena, Joel Kinnaman, Peter Capaldi 
and Viola Davis. 

staLLone in 
‘the suiciDe 
squaD’

Kashf Foundation, with support from 
the Coca-Cola Foundation, launched 

6 state-of-the-art training facilities in 
Lahore and Faisalabad. This is a special 
program titled ‘Recycling for Women 
Empowerment’ that provides skill-based 
training to hundreds of women belonging 
to low-income households. The train-
ing will equip the women with skills to 
make products of everyday use such as 
pen-holders, envelopes, lamps and bags, 
using recyclable materials like plastic PET 
bottles, newspapers and plastic materi-

als which they can later sell and earn a 
livelihood for their families.

The Recycling for Women Empow-
erment program is one of its kind 
initiatives in the country. Not only will 
the program play an integral part in 
enhancing the skills of women micro-
entrepreneurs to improve employment 
opportunities but also help protect the 
environment by reducing material wast-
age which would otherwise pollute our 
environment.

The Coca Cola Foundation and Kashf 

Foundation have been collaborating 
since 2010 to economically empower 
women in low-income households. Over 
the years, this partnership has trans-
formed into a driving force to alter the 
socio-economic prospects of women 
micro-entrepreneurs in the country. 

coca-cola and kashf
Foundation collaboration
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Newsbeat

Mehreen Jabbar is 
making a psycho-

logical thriller web series 
‘Waham’ for Rinstra, a 
Pakistani short-form 
digital media plat-
form for on-demand 
streaming and cre-
ation of consumer-
generated authentic 
content material.

She has recently 
joined Rinstra’s Con-
tent Advisory Board 
where she will be focusing on content 
creation while mentoring young and 
emerging filmmakers on content treat-
ment and digital storytelling.

She is known as a director and pro-
ducer of gritty, hard-hitting films and TV 
sequences for Pakistan and South Asia.

The web-series has Naeema Butt, Tania 
Kazi, Shezi Sardar and Nida Hussain. Written 
by Shah Yasir, the series will be available on 
the Rinstra platform soon. 

Gohar Mumtaz and Kubra Khan 
will be seen in the romantic thriller 

feature film ‘Abhee’ being produced by 
UK-based Daniel Johnes Productions. 
The synopsis of the film has still not been 
revealed but shooting in Kashmir has 
been completed and the team is off to 
another location. The cast includes Sal-
eem Sheikh, Usman Peerzada, Mahmood 
Aslam, Ehtesham Uddin, Yasira Rizvi, 
Hina Bayat and Asif Raza Mir. Directed by 
Asad Malik, the film is set to be released 
in 2021. 

‘Waham’ - a 
PsychoLogicaL 
WeB seRies

Romantic 
thRiLLeR

The Zeenat Haroon Rashid Writing Prize 
for Women announced that the award for 

2020 has been won by Lahore writer Raniya 
Hosain for her polemical essay ‘Portrait of a 
Woman in Pain’. She will receive a cash award 
of Rs. 100,000/-

This year the Prize was restricted to non-
fiction writing and the winning submission 
was chosen from over 350 entries. At just 21 
years of age, Raniya Hosain is a precocious 
talent who had shown early promise when 
she won the Queen’s Commonwealth Essay 
Competition in 2014 at the age of 15. Hailing 
from Lahore, Raniya is currently studying for 
her Master’s degree in English Literature at 
King’s College, London. 

So Kamal, Pakistan’s premium retail brand, has launched its new Cambric 
Collection. The collection is available nationwide at all So Kamal stores and also 
online.

The cambric collection showcases vibrant tones, and ebullient embroideries, com-
bined with timeless prints that make an opulent statement. The collection is available 
in 1 piece kurtas without embroidery, 2-piece shirts and trousers without embroidery 
and 3-piece cambric outfits with and without embroidery.

The Cambric 2020 collection welcomes fall with timeless prints, warmer fabrics 
and detailed embroideries based in a multiple range of fabrics. The collection is per-
fect for the current season and is designed to make girls stand out wherever 
they go. 

Zeenat Haroon Prize 
for  Raniya

So Kamal  New 
Col lect ion
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Newsbeat

Emax Media has forayed into the on-
demand streaming segment with 

the announcement of Pakistan’s first 
Urdu OTT platform, UrduFlix, offering 
original and exclusive content in Urdu 
worldwide.

‘UrduFlix’ will provide viewers with 
access to original Urdu films, TV 
Serials, documentaries, cartoons and 
Urdu dubbed Turkish serials. The new 

platform brings in a plethora of new-
age content from the original to already 
popular plays and films Emax Media 
have also globally partnered with Fox, 
Disney, Star and other networks and 
have proved to be a great addition to 
the Pakistani entertainment industry. 
The OTT platform is expected to be 
launched in January 2021. 

and now... ‘urduflix’

Dr Iffat Zafar Aga, co-founder 
and COO of one of the leading 

telemedicine platforms in Pakistan - 
Sehat Kahani - has become the first 
Pakistani female recipient of 
the Elevate Foundation Prize 
2020.

The Elevate Prize Foun-
dation winners are chosen 
from nearly 1,300 ap-
plicants after months of 
review as these winners 
are tackling problems 
including peace, health, 
women’s empow-
erment, youth 
education and 
food security, 
among others. 
Out of 1,300 
applicants from 

119 countries, Dr Iffat won the pres-
tigious award and will now have the 
opportunity to be mentored by some of 

the world’s most influential social 
impact change-makers.

The Elevate Prize’s goal 
is to find extraordinary and 
purpose-driven leaders 
from all around the world 
and provide them with 
resources and support to 
increase their impact dra-
matically. The foundation 
launched the Elevate 
Prize in partnership 
with MIT Solve. 

After the massive popularity of ‘Dirilis: 
Ertugrul’, PTV is set to launch another 

Turkish serial dubbed in Urdu.
In May, PM Imran Khan had requested 

for another historic Turkish serial. The 
Urdu dubbing of the Turkish series ‘Younis 
Emre’ has been completed which will 
soon be shown on PTV under the name 
‘Rah-e-Ishq’. PTV recently released the 
Urdu trailer of the serial on its official Twit-

ter handle.
‘Yunus Emre: Aşkın Yolculuşu’ is a Turk-

ish biographical and historical television 
serial created by Mehmet Bozdaş who is 
also the creator of the Dirlis Ertugrul se-
rial. The new serial stars Gökhan Atalay.

It is based on the life of Yunus Emre, 
the 13th century Anatolian Sufi poet, who 
greatly influenced Anatolian culture. 

PRouD DiStinction

anotHeR tuRkiSH tV SeRial

Etimad Online and Pakistan 
Public Forum organized a 

seminar on “Alleviation of Poverty 
and Creating Employment by 
Motivating Entrepreneurs”. The 
chief guest was Imran Ismail, 
Governor of Sindh. The event 
highlighted government institu-
tions and professionals in moti-
vating and training entrepreneurs. 
Etimad Online Groceries (Pvt.) 
Ltd. is launching a chain of gro-
cery stores across Karachi with 
an option of online purchases. It 
will operate with 50 stores and 
will focus on introducing non-
conventional items. 

etimaD 
aWaRDs



13SLOGaN December 2020

Cover Story

The National Academy of 
Performing Arts (NAPA), 
established in 2004 to 
promote and enrich the 
teaching and practice 

of the performing arts, is the only 
institution of its kind in Pakistan. The 
legendary Zia Mohyeddin 
was NAPA’s first CEO. It 
was fortunate that he ac-
cepted the position because 
he took the institution to 
new heights. He was reap-
pointed as the CEO every 
three years and when the 
NAPA Board elections were 
held in October this year, 
he was again reappointed.

The first Chairman of the 
NAPA Board was Dr. Ishrat 
Hussain, the former Governor 
of the State Bank of Pakistan. 
He served two terms consecu-
tively, each term being of three 
years. In his time, NAPA came 
to be recognized as a truly 
national institution devoted to 
the promotion of the perform-
ing arts.

The former Chairman of PIA and PSO, 
Tariq Kirmani also served two consecu-
tive tems of three years each at NAPA as 

Chairman and succeeded in making it a 
place of artistic discernment. When he 
completed his second term, in his farewell 
speech he expressed his gratitude for 
having served the Board for two terms 
and contributing in some way to the 
cultural enrichment of society.

Now Syed Jawaid lqbal has been 
elected as NAPA’s new Chairman for the 
next three years.

He considers his election as an honour 
and says NAPA is a unique and exciting 
place for the teaching of performing arts. 
He also hopes that the faculty members 
will continue to transfer their talent to 
the students as they are the future of the 
country.

The NAPA Board of Directors 
consists of distinguished indi-
viduals from diverse disciplines 
who serve on an honorary 
basis. The newly elected board 
members comprise Tariq 
Kirmani, Javed Jabbar, Anwar 
Rammal, Salima Hashmi, 
Satish Anand, Shahrukh 
Hasan, Roshan Khursheed 
Bharucha, Mahtab Rashdi, 
Fawzia Naqvi and Syed Jawaid 
Iqbal.

NAPA conducts professional 
courses to conserve and teach 
the performing arts and is 
committed to training students 
to achieve their full potential 
as performers. It also gives 
opportunities to young people 
in developing freedom of 
expression, self-discipline and 

a life-long love of learning the performing 
arts. 

NAPA – TowArds New HorizoNs

Zia Mohyeddin

Javed Jabbar

Dr. Ishrat Hussain

Syed Jawaid Iqbal

Tariq Kirmani

Anwar Rammal
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Cover Story

Emira Brings Dreamy
Wedding Look

Weddings are that one special moment in one’s life that 
shouldn’t be compromised and, despite the chaos of 
covid-19, designer Amna Arshad didn’t compromise on 
the dreamy wedding look every girl wants for her big day. 
She believes that with a few close family and friends one 
can have that dreamy wedding. And the name of her col-
lection ‘Emira’ perfectly suits the theme as it translates to 
‘Princess’.

With a prominent name in the fashion industry, Amna Arshad recently launched her 
collection ‘Emira’ that includes exquisite luxury formals for your wedding wear this sea-
son. Ranging from heavily embellished silk shirts to sheer dupattas, the outfits perfectly 
complements each other.

Emira is carefully handcrafted with royal embellishments complementing each colour 
palette. The glamorous new collection has transformed basic wedding wear into a 
fresher, younger and more stylish form with ruffled dupattas, cutwork backs and tas-
sels. The fabric and flair stands out with beautifully designed organza, net and tissue 
pieces.

The collection has attracted women of all ages making them feel fashionable and fun 
at the same time. The outfits can be worn as bridals as well as formals.

Celebrating the feeling of love, Amna launched her collection online and is currently 
taking appointments for her studio. Previously, she has dressed Saboor Aly, Mansha 
Pasha, Muneeba Mazari and many more renowned women of the industry at her 
studio. 
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eR Fashion house Sania Maskatiya has been constantly 
upping its game. From showing twice at the New 

York Fashion Week to coming out with collections that fit 
the style quotient for many, there’s always a surprise that 
awaits us. Staying true to their brand aesthetics as well as 
trying something new has always been a signature of the 
Sania Maskatiya brand.

The label recently launched their collection ‘Zeenat - The 
Winter Festive 2020 Edit I’ that combines the two core 
elements of fashion, decoration and beauty, through ‘The 
Velvet Edit’ and ‘The Bridals’.

The collection comprises bridals and festive and formal 
wear where each garment is meticulously handcrafted 
with rich detailed embroidery in alluring fabrics. Featuring 
delicate tulles, fine velvets and soft silks, this collection is 
unique and has a dramatic flair - a perfect celebration of 
their rich textile heritage. While ‘The Velvet Edit’ is a range 
of five festive garments with hand-embellished details on 
rich, deep jewel tones, ‘The Bridals’ is a curated collection 
of seven bridal looks that embody elegance with silhouettes 
inspired by the royal sub-continental heritage.

The Sania Maskatiya brand is best known for its specialised, versatile prints, textile designs based 
on pure textures, exceptional hues and fine craftsmanship. The design house has some of the best 
craftsmen in Pakistan, coming from generations of artisans who have specialized and perfected the 
craft. The brand is known for handcrafting intricate patterns and motifs with embellished embroidery 
on textural fabrics. 

Social Roundup
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Peninsula

a Train to Busan sequel
By Neil Soans

An ex-soldier is sent back to 
retrieve bags of cash from the 

Korean peninsula, now completely 
abandoned after the zombie 
apocalypse.

Around four years after the 
events of ‘Train to Busan’, South 
Korea has become a wasteland 
filled with zombies. Former Captain 
Jung Seok of the Republic of 
Korea Marine Corps is tasked with 
finding and retrieving a truckload 
of money in the quarantined zone, 
which will set him up for life. But 
when his team reach the penin-
sula, they encounter militants who 

have gone rogue. Jung Seok must 
fight for his life with the help of a 
few stray survivors.

After the breakthrough suc-
cess of ‘Train to Busan’ in 2016, 
expectations were reasonably high 
for its sequel. Naturally, direc-
tor and co-writer Sang-ho Yeon 
decided to up the stakes and 
dive head-on into the apocalyptic 
world he created. Taking obvious 
inspiration from various dystopian 
films and shows, this sequel fails 
to match its well-received pre-
decessor. Set in an open world, 
the zombie count is substantially 
increased and needs to rely more 
heavily on CGI as a result. Unfor-

tunately, the VFX is erratic in 
some places, and looks out 
of a video game with ques-
tionable physics, especially 
when involving automobiles. 
This is a significant aspect of 
the film, so your mileage may 
vary entirely based on your 
reaction to it. For many, it will 
probably lower the sense of 
terror impeccably captured in 
‘Train to Busan’.

The story has some potential 
with interesting themes on human 
greed and sacrifice when all else is 
lost. They’re certainly more perti-
nent considering the prevalent sce-
nario in the world today. Director 
Sang-ho Yeon is keen to explore 
what it takes to save a loved one 
under extraordinary circumstances, 
and the story becomes more grip-
ping when he does. Jung Seok 
(Dong-Won Gang) encounters a 
mother Min Jung (Jung- hyun Lee) 
and her two daughters, and their 
relationship is heartfelt bringing 
some much-needed depth to the 
plot. Their performances also lend 
to a few emotional beats that hit 
home. Then again, some of the 
scenes feel stretched out, which 
affects the pacing drastically. 
While ‘Peninsula’ has its moments 
including ingenious ways of deal-
ing with zombie hordes, you’ll be 
disappointed if you’re expecting a 
worthy sequel to ‘Train to Busan’. 
Instead, it’s reasonably enjoyable 
as a standalone action zombie 
flick.  
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Trolls World Tour

musical adventure
 By Pallabi Dey Purkayastha

Queen Poppy (voice by Anna 
Kendrick) is content with the 

rendezvous she and her fellow trolls 
are accustomed to in their pop king-
dom because trolls just want to have 
fun. But a world tour is underway, 
which also happens to be a façade 
for something sinister. Who is this 
hard rock queen Barb (Rachel Bloom) 
everyone’s dreading and is she really 
hoping to unify all the other trolls 
that have been living in isolation for 
decades? Only time will tell.

Poppy and Branch (Justin Timber-
lake) are thick as thieves and have 
grown up to become wonderful trolls 
– she, the queen of pop kingdom 
and he, her best friend. On a fateful 
day, as the troll gang is about to wrap 
up their morning charade, a letter 
drops from above, announcing that a 
massive world tour titled ‘One Nation 
Under Rock World Tour’ is being or-
ganised by the queen of rock, Barb.

Rumour has it that Barb is ruthless 
and wants to snatch the strings away 
from all the five other dominant troll 
kingdoms – Funk, Classical, Coun-
try, Techno and Pop. But Poppy is 
a sweetheart and sees the good in 
people, which is why she embarks 
on a journey to help Barb reunite all 
the kingdoms that had parted ways 
generations ago owing to high levels 
of intolerance among the followers 
of various music formats. But the 
guitar-toting, kohl-rimmed-eyed Barb 
is in no mood for harmony and wants 
total domination instead. How will 
Poppy save her world and the worlds 
of all the others from the clutches of 
this nasty leader?

As is the case with most animated-
fantasy films, Walt Dohrn’s ‘Trolls 
World Tour’ is an optical delight and 
enhances the viewers’ level of en-

gagement with all the visual mastery 
that’s on display, thanks to some 
top-notch visual effects, production 
design and art direction by an army 
of animators and artists (led by Timo-
thy Lamb and Kendal Cronkhite). This 

genre is typically renowned for relying 
heavily on the classic good-versus-
evil subject and this latest instal-
ment of the original 2016 troll dolls 
franchise – ‘Trolls’ – is no exception. 
A dominating queen exhibiting dicta-
torial behaviour, whose deep-seated 
insecurities range from territorial 
tendencies to loneliness, bumps into 
a persona that’s a stark contrast to 
hers. And the morally-rich kid infuses 
self-righteousness in the deprived 
soul. That’s what all the animated 
films are based on and is happening 
here, too.

The war among different music 
genres is an interesting deviation 
from the tried-and-tested methods 
of 3D adventure but the climax is 
scooped up in hurry.

As Poppy’s pillar of strength and 
her silent lover, Justin Timberlake 
is magnetism personified. Anna 

Kendrick as Poppy wears her heart 
on her sleeves and it is refreshing 
to hear her chirpy voice, especially 
when the flick starts to feel all too 
predictable. James Corden as Big-
gie is adorably snooty and brownie 
points for holding on to that Brit 
accent. Others who rock their col-
loquial accents are Sam Rockwell as 
Hickory-the-Yodeller and Saturday 
Night Live veteran Kenan Thompson 
as Tiny Diamond. Another musician 
who makes a brief yet impactful ap-
pearance is Columbian music sen-
sation J Balvin. Rachel Bloom is the 
baddie Barb here and she matches 
up to the character’s level.

Theodore Shapiro’s music is of 
paramount importance in ‘Trolls 
World Tour’ and he renders complete 
justice. It’s interesting to listen to the 
classical piece and the country one 
as well; but the most fascinating of 
them all is the pop mash-up that the 
genre’s loyalists put up to defend 
their glee and cheesy repetitive lyrics.

The priggish undertone was one 
that revolved around inclusion and 
celebration of one another’s differ-
ences. At a time when the world 
is grappling with hate crimes and 
religious fanaticism, the thematic rele-
vance of this instalment is on target.

Once again, ‘Trolls Word Tour’ 
reiterates what we have known all 
along but some of us chose to ignore 
or may have forgotten: music is the 
universal language of the universe. 
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