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At the ringing shores of Sharm el Sheikh last week, a moment unfolded that 
signalled a dramatic shift in Pakistan’s global standing. US President Donald 

Trump paused his own address at the Gaza Peace Summit and handed the 
microphone to Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, inviting him to say a few words. 
Remember, Shehbaz was the only leader among the 20 gathered in Egypt who 
Trump asked to speak. Shehbaz responded with lavish praise, calling Trump 
“a man of peace” and nominating him for the Nobel Peace Prize, thus placing 
Pakistan at the heart of a critical diplomatic moment in the Middle East.

The optics were unmistakable. Where once Pakistan struggled to get a hearing 
on the global stage, it now had one of the world’s most powerful men not only 
acknowledging it, but essentially elevating it. Analysts in Washington believe 
Trump’s willingness to bring Pakistan into his inner diplomatic circle may reflect 
a broader shift in the US foreign-policy priorities under Republican influence who 
values bilateral ties and unconventional alliances over multilateral frameworks.

Why has Pakistan found itself back in the limelight? Several converging factors 
help explain this resurgence.

First, the change in Washington’s diplomatic mindset. The inbound Republican 
era does not treat alliances in the classical sense, instead, relationships are 
transactional, strategic and personality-driven. In this scenario, Pakistan fits the 
bill. It is a country with military capability, nuclear status, regional complexity and 
the ability to broker or block access. Under the previous administration, Pakistan 
often felt sidelined, now, it is back in the conversation.

Second, Pakistan’s operational successes have given it credibility. The capture 
of a top Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISKP) militant involved in the Abbey 
Gate bombing helped Pakistan make early inroads in the White House.

Third, the India-Pakistan flare-up in May this year after the Pahalgam attack 
served as a backdrop that changed perceptions. Trump, who admires displays 
of strength, met Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff Syed Asim Munir in June amid 
the Iran-Israel war. The meeting reportedly left a “deep impression” on Trump, 
contributing to the renewed warmth between the two.

Those developments have allowed Pakistan to punch above its weight in global 
diplomacy. Indian diplomats and experts often used to assert, “We are now in 
a different league; we don’t care about Pakistan. We belong to the G7.” Today, 
however, Pakistan has strategically forced India into uncomfortable positions. 
When India hypes the visit of the Afghan Taliban Foreign Minister as a major 
diplomatic win, it shows where its diplomacy ends up.

Still, all this fanfare is only half the story. The real test lies in how Pakistan 
translates this elevated strategic posture into tangible, sustainable economic 
gains. Will Pakistan leverage its moment in the sun into scaled foreign direct 
investment, favourable trade deals and stronger regional influence? Or will it rest 
on diplomatic applause, rhetorically praise the world’s loudest peace-broker and 
earn little in the process? The distinction matters: symbolic relevance is useful, but 
if it doesn’t produce some material upgrade in lives, jobs and investment, it may 
fade quickly. Lastly, Pakistan’s positioning with Trump presents both opportunity 
and risk. On one hand, being in the orbit of US presidential favour (especially of 
Trump’s type) opens doors, on the other, it ties Pakistan’s global relevance to 
personalities rather than robust institutional ties. Critics argue that reliance on 
charm diplomacy skirts the question of national dignity; some call it “psychofancy” 
while others see it as shrewd real-politik. In a crowded arena of great-power 
competition, you take any leverage you can get.

Islamabad must now back its diplomatic rise with hard economic deals, 
consistent policy follow-through and a willingness to engage across ideological 
aisles. Because in geopolitics, you don’t win by being seen, you win by being 
counted.

Pakistan in the global spotlight
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Readers’ Thoughts

Why Kalabagh Dam?
To reduce the devastating effects of floods and protect lives and property, it is necessary 

to construct more water reservoirs. In Pakistan, the growing population and rapidly 
decreasing water resources require that such projects be started immediately, which can increase the water reserves. Kalabagh Dam not 
only has the capacity to store the water of the Indus River, but it can also increase the country’s agricultural production many times over. 
Completing this dam will also save millions of acre-feet of water lost to the sea every year due to a shortage of water reserves. Kalabagh 
Dam will generate cheap and environmentally friendly electricity, which will not only alleviate the energy crisis but also reduce dependence 
on imported fuel. Along with this, the dam›s construction will also help control the flood situation and will irrigate millions of acres of land. 
Pakistan is in dire need of the Kalabagh Dam for the future of the country’s economy, agriculture and energy.
Sarah Jameel,
Toronto, Canada.

AI and Cancer Treatment
Advances in science and technology usually go hand in hand. The results obtained by combining 

mRNA and artificial intelligence are a great example of this, which have provided the basis for 
revolutionary medical treatments for cancer patients and thus have begun a new and revolutionary era 
of medicine. We believe that artificial intelligence will play a key role in developing specific vaccines 
and drugs for cancer treatment in the future. AI algorithms can quickly analyze genetic data and 
help us identify patterns we ignore in traditional methods. As global cancer data is collected, specific 
vaccines will also improve. As cancer patient tumors change, with the help of technologies, we can 
make specific and necessary changes in the structure of mRNA at the same speed. We believe 
that combining AI technology and mRNA in medical research will usher in a revolutionary era that can be compared to Moore›s Law for 
microchips. Moore›s Law predicted that we would see a similar acceleration in the power of computers to meet our urgent medical needs. 
However, there are still some inequities. It is now the responsibility of scientists, governments, public health authorities and societies to 
move towards practical measures to close the gap in our current knowledge and technological progress.
Jamshed Maroof,
Sydney, Australia.

New Province Debate
As per the news reports, the work is underway on the 27th Constitutional Amendment, which 

will change the basic structure of the Constitution, and the powers of creating new provinces 
will be transferred to the Federation by amending Article 239 of the Constitution. In India, too, 
a “States Reorganization Commission” was formed in 1953, after whose detailed report, the 
powers of creating new provinces or states in India were given to the Center. Later, the “States 
Reorganization Act of 1956” was also implemented. Since its independence in 1947, India has 
been increasing its provinces according to administrative needs. At the time of partition, India had nine provinces, but today there are 28 
states and eight union territories in India. If the same principle is adopted in Pakistan under Article 239, the monopoly of provinces will end. 
The current situation in the country also demands the creation of new provinces.
Asghar Hayat,
Peshawar, Karachi.

Earthquake in Afghanistan
The recent severe earthquake in Afghanistan has once again highlighted that this region is located on the Earth›s belt where the risk of 

earthquakes is always present. Dozens of human lives were lost, thousands of houses collapsed, and the affected areas became victims 
of a major humanitarian tragedy. Earthquakes cannot be stopped, but their damage can be reduced. For this, it is necessary to make the 
construction of earthquake-proof buildings mandatory. Awareness campaigns should be launched so people can take the proper steps during 
an earthquake. Emergency rescue services should be equipped with modern equipment. Mutual cooperation between the region›s countries 
should be increased to adopt a common strategy to deal with natural disasters. Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iran are naturally located in the 
earthquake zone. This region will always be at risk due to the collision of the Indian and Eurasian plates. Earthquakes are natural processes 
that cannot be stopped, but their damage can be reduced through scientific knowledge, planning and better strategies. There is a need for 
governments and the public to take steps together to minimize human lives and economic losses in future disasters.
Abdul Ghani,
Kabul, Afghanistan.
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Who Said That!

“If Afghanistan doesn’t give Bagram 
Airbase back to the United States of 
America, bad things are going to happen!”
Donald Trump,
U.S. President

“If, against God’s will, we fail to express 
gratitude for blessings and are ungrateful 
for them, we will be subjected to His severe 
punishment.”
Hibatullah Akhundzada
Supreme Leader of Afghanistan

“The Gen Z generation demands the end of 
corruption, good governance, and economic 
equality.”
Sushila Karki,
Caretaker Prime Minister of Nepal

Jirga Under 
Dock
This refers to the article ‘Pandora’s Box,’ 

which appeared in SouthAsia Magazine 
in its September 2025 issue. The article 
discussed the Jirgas system’s core functions 
and characteristics compactly without 
unnecessary detail. It touched on essential 

dispute areas (land, blood feuds, forced 
marriages, honor crimes), decision-making 
features (reconciliation, binding outcomes), and 
consequences of non-compliance. The article 
also highlighted the limited role of women, an 
important dimension in evaluating fairness. 
However, the article did not explain why 
Jirgas hold authority in certain societies, their 
historical roots, or cultural legitimacy. Without 
context, readers might misinterpret Jirgas only 
as coercive systems rather than community-
driven institutions. While appreciating this 
skillfully written article, another article should 
be written to evaluate the remaining aspects of 
this conventional Jirga system and the failure 
of our legal and constitutional judicial system 
to dispense justice. There is a need to assess 
how Jirga decisions align or conflict with human 
rights, the rule of law, and gender equality, 
with real examples like “vani” marriages or 
land disputes. The article should have taken a 
bold stance to highlight power dynamics within 
the Jirga system—who benefits from Jirgas 
(elders, elites, men) and who is marginalized 
(youth, women, weaker tribes). Overall, the 
article gives a useful descriptive overview. 
There is a need to circumvent any effort 
from the government or NGOs to introduce 
reforms in Jirgas to regulate or integrate this 
mechanism into formal legal systems (e.g., in 
Pakistan, some are outlawed but persist).
Muhammad Qamarullah
Internet.

“The governments worldwide must 
stand firm against Myanmar’s heinous 
crime of ethnic cleansing.”
Muhammad Yunus,
Bangladesh’s Chief Advisor

“I always aim to do my best in every event.”
Arshad Nadeem,
Pakistani Javelin Thrower

“The unity of political and military leadership 
is in pursuit of a common vision of a great 
Pakistan, and God willing, we will make it a 
reality.”
Shehbaz Sharif,
Pakistan’s Prime Minister

“We should buy products that are 
made in India.”
Narendra Modi,
Prime Minister of India
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Grapevine

Your Excellency, 
Maryam Nawaz!
The provincial department handling the promotional campaign 

of Maryam Nawaz, the Punjab Chief Minister, never misses 
an opportunity to make the most of public money to promote 
the chief minister. This time, the department deserves much 
appreciation for printing the picture of Maryam Nawaz on relief 
food bags distributed among the flood victims. Having lost their 
homes, crops, livestock, and whatever they had, this is what 
the flood-ravaged people of Pakistan’s largest province, now 
inundated in water, needed the most: the picture of Mayram 
Nawaz, Her Excellency!

India’s Shame
You must behave like a sportsman, not a vengeful warrior, when 

you play a sport. However, the 2025 Men’s Asia Cup, which took 
place in the United Arab Emirates from 9 to 28 September 2025, 
ended with a sad note: The men in blue have no respect for the game. 
Having refused to shake hands or show any sportsmanship while 
playing with Pakistan, Indian cricket players reduced themselves to 
mere political pawns being controlled by the BCCI (Board of Control 
for Cricket in India), which has successfully reduced the ICC to a 
mere subsidiary of the BCCI. Winning or losing, the Indian cricket 
players look like a brainwashed, politically misguided lot, and their 
cricket team is now globally known for tainting the gentleman’s game 
in the name of blindfold nationalism, akin to jingoism. 
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Telecom Scam
In Pakistan, millions of mobile phone users are reportedly being 

systematically charged by mobile telecom operators for gaming and 
many other services they never subscribed to, used, or, in many cases, 
even heard of. The scam involves charges for mobile phone video games 
and other offers, deducted from users’ prepaid mobile balances without 
prior consent or notification. Mostly prepaid customers are being billed 
daily and weekly under the guise of gaming subscriptions, but they have 
neither signed up for these services nor clicked any activation links. In 
reality, most recipients of such messages have never interacted with these 
platforms, making this a textbook case of unauthorized billing, a form 
of financial exploitation particularly egregious in the country’s ongoing 
hyperinflationary crisis, where every rupee counts. The sheer scale and 
persistence of this exploit, which occurs across various mobile networks, 
strongly indicate complicity at the telecom operator level. When will the 
time come for the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) to take 
decisive action?
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Gas & Oil Pakistan Limited (GO) 
and Samba Bank Limited 
have formalized a partnership 

to provide convenient ATM services 
across Gas & Oil Pakistan’s nationwide 
network of fuel stations, reinforcing 
their shared commitment to financial 
inclusion and customer convenience.

The signing ceremony was held in 
Samba Bank’s Gulberg Branch, Lahore, 
and attended by the senior leadership 
of both organizations. Chief Executive 
Officer Mr. Khalid Riaz led the Gas & 
Oil Pakistan delegation, while President 
Samba Bank Mr. Rashid Jahangir led 
the Samba Bank team.

The memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) was signed by Ammar Talaat, 
Chief Strategy Officer of Gas & Oil 
Pakistan Limited, and his counterpart 

from Samba Bank, Ali Raza Syed, 
Group Head Corporate & Investment 

Banking. The collaboration aims to 
roll out state-of-the-art ATM facilities 
across strategically selected fuel 
stations, ensuring safe, round-the-clock 

banking access for travellers and local 
communities. 

GO and Samba Bank Sign MOU to 
Expand ATM Access 

The Pakistan government 
approved definitive agreements 
and financial commitments for 

the revised cost of $7.723 billion for 
the first phase of the Reko Diq Copper-
Gold Project, clearing the way for 
formal signing within two weeks. 

The cabinet’s Economic Coordination 
Commit¬tee (ECC), chaired by Finance 
Minister Muha¬mmad Aurangzeb, 

endorsed agreements between 
state-owned entities (SOEs), the 
Balochistan government, and lenders 
to operationalise the country’s largest 

mining venture. The estimated cost for 
Phase-I has risen by 14 per cent from 
$6.765bn in March to $7.723bn, mainly 
due to higher financing costs following 
an increase in project debt and the 
inclusion of cost contingencies. 

Lately, the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) has stepped in to fund upgrades 
to part of Pakistan’s railway system. 
The ADB is in advanced talks to lead 

the financing of a 
$2 billion upgrade 
of a 500-km 
stretch of the 
railway line, which 
had previously 
been part of the 
Chinese project. 
The proposed 
rail upgrade 
would modernise 
the track and 
bridges from the 
com¬mercial 
capital Karachi 
to Rohri, near 
Suk¬kur so that 
trains can run 

faster. In Rohri, the line will meet a 
branch coming from the area of the 
Reko Diq mine, which will carry the 
copper concentrate to the port. 

$7.7bn package for Reko Diq approved

Nepal’s Prime Minister Sushila 
Karki has named three new 
ministers, just days after deadly 

protests triggered the dissolution of 
parliament.

Karki, 
who 
became 
the 
Himalayan 
nation’s 
first female 
leader, 
made Om 
Prakash 
Aryal 
home 
minister, 
Rameshwar Prasad Khanal finance 
minister, and Kulman Ghising energy 
minister.

Aryal is a human rights lawyer who 
has taken on legal cases in the public 
interest, Khanal is a former finance 
secretary who recently recommended 
major economic reforms, and Ghising 
is a former state power utility chief 
credited with ridding the country of its 
load-shedding problems. 

Nepal’s First Female PM 
appoints ministers after 
deadly Gen Z protests
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Newsbeat

Bop Launches “Bop Sme 
Digital Finance”

The Bank of Punjab (BOP) 
announced the official launch 
of its state-of-the-art SME 

lending product, “BOP SME Digital 
Finance,” at a prominent event held in 
Karachi. The launch marks a significant 
milestone in Pakistan’s financial sector, 
reinforcing the bank’s commitment 
to nurturing inclusive and digitalized 
financial solutions for small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs). Saleem 
Ullah, Deputy Governor of SBP, and 
Zafar Masud, President & CEO of BOP, 
graced the event. 

Zafar Masud, while calling it a new 
era of banking for SMEs, emphasized 
that this digital initiative sets BOP apart 
as “Pakistan’s first commercial bank to 
introduce such a comprehensive, tech-
enabled SME lending solution.” He 
further added that BOP has emerged 
as the market leader in digital lending, 
particularly for SMEs, through its 
innovative suite of products, including 
the Asaan Karobar Card (AKC), Asaan 
Karobar Finance (AKF), eBusiness 

Qarza, and Kissan Card. 
With these solutions, BOP has 

redefined access to finance for small 
businesses, entrepreneurs, and 
farmers by offering collateral-free, fully 
digital, and inclusive lending options.

As of June 30, 2025, BOP has 
achieved:

• 295% increase in SME borrowers
• 91% growth in outstanding SME 

portfolio
• 44% market share in SME lending, 

placing BOP in the industry’s top 
position.

In his welcome note, Asif Riaz, 
Group Chief of the Consumer Banking 

Group at BOP, highlighted that “BOP 
SME Digital Finance” was developed 
under the SBP’s Challenge Fund for 
Technology Adoption and digitalization 
of SME Banking. BOP was the only 
bank to win this challenge fund after 

a rigorous evaluation and tough 
competition.

This comprehensive digital 
platform addresses critical 
challenges SMEs face, including 
the absence of collateral, lengthy 
application processes, lack of formal 
documentation, and overall financial 
inclusion gaps—particularly for 
underserved small entrepreneurs. 

China’s economic and military 
strength has reached a level 
far ahead of many Western 

countries. Pakistan is fortunate to have 
China as an all-weather friend. Their 
friendship is ironclad. In light of recent 
developments in the Pakistan-India 
conflict and the Iran-Israel war, the 
world has developed a greater respect 
and understanding for China, which is 
laying the foundation for a New World 
Order based on equity and mutual 
respect.

These views were expressed by the 
learned speakers at the launch of a 
book, China Leads: The World Listens, 
organised by the Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry 

(FPCCI) at 
Federation House.

This is the 
book’s second 
edition; the first 
was launched in 
mid-2024. Due 
to the insistence 
of its readers, it 
has now been 
expanded with 
updated data and added chapters, 
including initiatives of President Xi 
Jinping for global development. The 
plans include China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative, which was launched in 
2013 with more than 155 participating 
countries. In this initiative, over $1.35 

trillion was invested in projects relating 
to infrastructure and productive sectors.

The author, Dr Junaid Ahmad, said 
that China’s 5,500-year-old civilisation is 
contemporaneous with the Indus Valley 
Civilisation, Babylon, and Egypt. “China 
also carries within itself the wisdom of 
5,500 years,” he said. 

Pakistan is fortunate to have 
China as an all-weather friend
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PM Shehbaz orders 
assessment of flood damages 

for rehab plan

Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif directed all 
provinces and relevant 

institutions to comprehensively 
assess the damage caused by 
the recent rains and floods to 

prepare an effective rehabilitation 
plan.

Chairing a meeting in 
Islamabad, he praised the “timely 
and effective actions” taken 
by provincial chief ministers in 
response to the weather-related 
challenges, but stressed the need 
for coordinated efforts. 

PM Shehbaz said that 
assessments must account for 
human and financial losses and 
‘the destruction of crops and 
losses in livestock.” He advised 
officials to seek satellite-based 

data from Suparco and called 
for immediate measures to 
protect crops against post-flood 
diseases.

During monsoon rains and flash 
floods since June 26, across the 

country, 998 people 
have lost their lives. 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
(K-P) recorded the 
highest casualties 
with 504 deaths, 
followed by Punjab 
with 283, Sindh with 
71, G-B with 41, and 
Balochistan with 26 
deaths.

Punjab topped the list of 
injured with 660 cases, while K-P 
reported 214, Sindh 87, Gilgit-
Baltistan (G-B) 52, Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir 37, and Balochistan 
five.

The calamity also caused 
widespread property damage. In 
K-P alone, 3,217 houses were 
damaged — 700 completely and 
2,517 partially. Damage has also 
been reported in other regions: 
2,411 houses in AJK, 1,260 in 
G-B, 1,009 in Balochistan, 281 in 
Sindh, and 238 in Punjab. 

Pakistan International Airlines 
(PIA) posted a pre-tax profit in 
the first half of 2025, which a 

company source said is its first such for 
the period in about two decades. This 
comes ahead of a planned sale of the 
national carrier later this year.

PIA, part of PIA Holding Company, 
recorded a pre-tax profit of Rs11.5 
billion from six months to June, 
compared with the same period in 2024 
when it remained in a loss before taxes 
and only managed a rare annual profit 

through 
deferred tax 
adjustments. 
Net profit for 
the current 
half-year 
stood at 
Rs6.8bn.

The 
disclosure 
comes as 

the government presses ahead with a 
fresh attempt to privatise the airline, a 

key condition under the $7 billion IMF 
bailout.

A company source said it was the 
state-run airline’s first profit since 2004. 
Financial records before 2014 are no 
longer publicly available on the airline’s 
and the stock exchange’s websites.

The planned sale of Pakistan 
International Airlines would mark the 
country’s first major privatisation in 
about two decades. Divestment of loss-
making state firms was a central plank 
of last year’s bailout. 

PIA reports first profit since 2004

Sri Lanka aims to boost its economic growth 
to 6% in 2026, partly through record 
government capital expenditure. However, a 

minister said delays in passing 
the budget could hamper the 
country’s performance this year.

Anil Jayantha Fernando, 
labour minister and deputy 
minister of economic 
development, said Sri Lankans 
and investors should be 
“hopeful” as the island nation 
climbs out of the financial crisis that hit in 2022, its 
worst since independence. 

Sri Lanka recorded economic growth of 5% in 
2024. Fernando told Reuters in an interview that 
this year, it would likely slow to 4% to 4.5%, as 
delays in passing the budget slowed government 
spending. “Next year ... we will need 5 to 6% 
growth. We will aim for that,” he said. In the long 
run, after five years, we target maintaining an 
average GDP growth rate that emerging countries 
maintain. That is around 6 to 7%.” He added that 
the government planned to increase its capital 
expenditure by 8% in 2026 to a record 1.4 trillion 
rupees ($4.64 billion).

The International Monetary Fund, which bailed 
out Sri Lanka in March 2023, has predicted GDP 
growth of 3.3% this year and 5.2% in 2026. Official 
data showed that the economy grew 4.9% yearly 
in the second quarter of 2025. The minister added 
that the government projections will likely feature in 
the upcoming budget and have not been previously 
reported. 

Sri Lanka eyes 
6% growth in 2026



Against the awe-inspiring 
backdrop of the 
Badaling section of the 
Great Wall of China, 
fashion, culture, and 
diplomacy converged in 

spectacular harmony as the Pakistan 
Embassy Beijing, in collaboration 
with the China International Cultural 
Communication Center (CICCC), 
hosted the inaugural Pakistan-China 
Fashion Show.

The historic stone pathway—long a 
symbol of unity, strength, and cultural 

Cover Story

Pakistan-China fashion show 
lights up the Great Wall

Diplomacy in style:Diplomacy in style:
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resilience—was transformed into a 
vibrant runway, marking the first-ever 
fashion event of its kind at this iconic 
location. The evening brought together 
a curated mix of heritage, innovation, 
and cross-cultural creativity, celebrating 
the evolving aesthetic synergy between 
Pakistan and China.

Acclaimed Pakistani designers 
Maheen Khan, Moazzam Abbasi, 
Ayesha Tariq, Rizwaullah, and Zain 
Hashmi unveiled bespoke collections 
crafted to reflect a fusion of Pakistani 
craftsmanship with Chinese artistic 
influences. The garments celebrated 
tradition while embracing modern 
silhouettes, tailored to resonate with an 
international audience.

Also featured was Aqeel Chaudhary, 
a China-based Pakistani designer, who 
presented a shimmering collection of 
intricately designed jewelry pieces—
each one a tribute to the enduring 
elegance of eastern adornment with a 
contemporary twist.

Adding further dimension to the show 
was renowned Chinese designer Liang 
Suyun, whose collection seamlessly 

complemented the Pakistani pieces, 
reinforcing the narrative of shared 
aesthetics and mutual appreciation 
between the two nations.

The entire event was curated by 
Adnan Ansari of Riwayat, a name 
synonymous with fashion diplomacy, 
who brought together the diverse 
creative voices under a single thematic 
umbrella—”fashion as a bridge between 
cultures.”

Gracing the event were senior 
Chinese officials, members of the 
diplomatic corps, business leaders, 
and media personalities, all of whom 
witnessed firsthand the blossoming 
relationship between the fashion worlds 
of Pakistan and China.

In his address, Ambassador Khalil 
Hashmi remarked on the symbolic 
power of the venue, stating that “the 
majestic Badaling Great Wall provided 
a befitting venue to celebrate the living 
spirit of the Silk Road connection, now 
manifested as a modern bridge of 
fabric, art, and friendship.”

He noted the show’s particular 
significance as it coincided with the 
60th anniversary of the first Pakistani 

dignitary’s visit to the Great Wall, turning 
the event into both a cultural celebration 
and a diplomatic milestone. Highlighting 
the fusion-driven creativity on display, 
he emphasized how the collaboration is 
creating “new commercial bridges for a 
shared future.”

Long Yuxiang, Chairman of CICCC, 
echoed the Ambassador’s sentiments, 
calling the event “not only a grand 
cultural exchange but also a vivid 
reflection of the China-Pakistan 
All-Weather Strategic Cooperative 
Partnership.”

He emphasised the need to 
explore the contemporary relevance 
of traditional aesthetics and looked 
forward to continued collaboration with 
Pakistani partners to co-create fashion 
works that speak to both heritage and 
the future.

The evening ended not only with 
the sound of applause but with a 
renewed sense of creative purpose—a 
commitment to fashion as a medium 
of diplomacy, storytelling, and cross-
border collaboration.  
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THE MORNING SHOW SEASON 4

New Drama, New Dilemma

After a really good season 3 
finale, The Morning Show 
returned after a two-year 

hiatus with an episode that wastes 
no time pulling viewers back 
into its messy, fast-paced world 
of media, politics, and personal 
reckoning. Season 4 opens with 
plenty of intrigue, new dynamics, 
and just enough high-stakes drama 
to remind us why this Apple TV+ 
flagship remains such a talked-
about series.

The episode opens with a 
discussion by Stella about the role 
of AI, a subtle but timely way to 
root the narrative in the current 
cultural discourse. Her musings 
on how artificial intelligence might 
reshape newsrooms feel particularly 
relevant, laying down a thematic 
thread that will likely run throughout 
the season. But before you know 
it, the first 15 minutes hook you in 
with Alex Levy aiding and abetting 
the running away of Roya - an 
Iranian Olympian - and her father, 
who want to defect. The sequence 
plays out like a thriller and sets 
UBN (formerly UBA) into a crisis as 
the network scrambles to handle 
the fallout, all while the Olympics 
serve as the tense and high-stakes 
backdrop.

This season picks up two years 
after the last one ended, with UBA 
now known as UBN. That shift 
alone signals the ways in which the 
network, like the characters, is still 
trying to reinvent itself. The Morning 
Show’s strength lies in its ability 
to weave together the very real 
challenges of modern journalism 
with deeply personal arcs, and this 
episode perfectly exemplifies that 
balance.

Of course, the question on many 
fans’ minds is: what became of 

Bradley Jackson after she walked 
into the FBI headquarters to come 
clean about deleting the video 
footage that could have gotten her 
brother convicted for assaulting a 
cop? We don’t find out until the 25th 
minute, and the reveal is worth the 
wait. Sure enough, she is doing 
better than can be imagined, and 
it makes you wonder if she was 
held accountable at all. The show 
seems to lean into the ambiguity, 
leaving viewers unsettled but 
intrigued about how her storyline 
will develop.

One of the most compelling 

developments in this opener is the 
revelation of Bradley’s deal with the 
FBI. Without giving too much away, 
it reframes her arc from victim to 
survivor while raising uncomfortable 
questions about accountability, 
privilege, and the compromises 
made in pursuit of redemption. It’s 
messy and morally gray, precisely 

the kind of storytelling the show 
thrives on.

In terms of pacing and scope, the 
episode strikes a careful balance 
between the adrenaline of the 
Roya subplot and the quieter, more 
personal beats that remind us why 
these characters resonate. The 
Olympics provide a vivid global 
stage, but the human conflicts - who 
gets protected, who gets punished, 
and who gets to tell the story - leave 
a lasting impression.

The first episode is a promising 
start to the new season. It re-
establishes the stakes, teases 

complex arcs for Alex and Bradley, 
and reminds us why the world 
of UBN remains so endlessly 
fascinating. If this is any indication, 
season 4 will once again push its 
characters - and its audience - into 
uncharted territory, forcing us to 
question the media we consume 
and the people who create it.  
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Superman is an action, 
adventure, and sci-fi film 
rated 7.6/10 on IMDB. The 

film, directed by James Gunn, has 
a runtime of 2 hours and 9 minutes 
and stars David Corsenvet as 
Superman and Rachel Brosnahan 
as Lois.

On the flipside, the plot 
is similar to all the other 
Superman films. Superman 
must prove to the world 
that he is their protector 
after the billionaire Lex 
Luthor designs a plan to 
turn the public against him.

Superman must 
reconcile his Kryptonian 
identity with his human one 
as a journalist, Clark Kent. 
As he goes on this journey, 
he realises the values he 
valued of truth, honesty 
and justice have become 
old-fashioned and extinct 
in this human world.

The rest of the film is 
about how Superman 
fights to save the world 
against Luther’s evil plan. 
The message his parents 
sent is fake. Luther 
tampered with it to put 
Superman in trouble. His 
parents want him to serve 
humanity, but Luther turns 
the message against him.

In the final scenes, 
there is a battle between 
Superman and Luther. Who 
wins? Will Superman be able to 
save himself and the planet from 
Luther’s malevolent intentions? 
Like all superhero films, the victory 
always belongs to the superhero! 
It comes as no surprise. But each 
superhero’s journey is different. 

Likewise, Superman faces several 
obstacles and challenges but 
manages to overcome them.

At the end of the film, when 
Luther calls Superman an alien, 
he reacts by saying he is a human. 
He cries and laughs, and being 
human is his strength. No doubt, 
at the heart of the film, we learn 
that Superman was born as an 

extraterrestrial baby three decades 
ago. And now, after three years, he 
has become Superman.

Superman is beaten badly 
several times in the film, but he 
is always rescued by his allies, 
his strength and support system.  
The film is a typical sci-fi film. The 

primary thematic concern is good 
vs. evil, and the fight between the 
two unravels as the film unfolds. 
Lois and Clark Kent are tied in a 
romantic relationship. The love 
sprouting between them excites the 
reader. There is a striking chemistry 
between them. Superman’s 
relationship with his parents brings 
tears to the eyes of the audience. 

The love is pure and 
eternal.

The film also has 
comic moments. 
The narrative is 
intriguing, making 
the viewer want to 
watch it to the end. 
The film doesn’t 
show Superman 
as an invincible 
superhero. In 
fact, it shows his 
vulnerabilities and 
weaknesses too. 
The visuals are 
great, and the film’s 
soundtrack is poetic, 
melodious, and 
meaningful. Overall, 
the cinematography 
is fantastic. 

In conclusion, 
Superman 2025 
is a great film. It 
struggles to balance 
the human with 
the alien with a 
beauty, spontaneity 
and finesse that is 
remarkable. With 

a diversity of settings, the film 
offers a nuanced backdrop. It is a 
must-watch! Although the audience 
thinks it will be a typical Superman 
film, fans will still watch it. The film 
offers a tremendous storyline, and 
the viewer is taken aback as it 
unfolds.  

Typical Sci-Fi
SUPERMAN 2025
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