n ADVERTISING

n MARKETING

n MEDIA

n PUBLIC RELATIONS

August 2016

n RESEARCH
www.slogan.com.pk

After Edhi
Ahsan Khan
Man With a
golden touch

Komal
honoured

Sania Mirza

Rani of
the Court

What
makes
tick

Mahira
Moves On

Editor’s Desk

August 2016

Vol. 21 No. 8

Social Media Hype

President & Editor-In-Chief
Syed Jawaid Iqbal
Managing Editor
Zeba Jawaid
Editor
Javed Ansari
Assistant Editors
Mahrukh Farooq – Samina Wahid
Faizan Usmani
Editorial Team
Faisal Siddiqi – Farah Asim – Farhia Jabbar
Kashif Ali – Hassan Aftab – Eman Sheikh
Haider Mojiz – Shajia Raza
Layout & Graphics
Haroon Rasheed
Kamran Ghulam Nabi
Marketing & Advertising
Aqam-ud-Din Khan
Special Projects
Waqas Jan – Syed Ovais Akhtar
Abid Saeed
Coordinator
Shehryar Zulfiqar
Digital Advertising
Ali Danish
Circulation
Danish Shahid
—————————
Editorial
& Business Address
20-C, Lane 12 off Khayaban-e-Ittehad,
Phase II Extension, DHA,
Karachi - 75500, Pakistan
Tel: +9221 35313821-24
Fax: +9221 35313832
Email: info@slogan.com.pk
Middle East
Representative Office
Pirana Advertising JLT
PO Box 486207, 1704, Level 17, HDS Tower,
Jumeirah Lake Towers Cluster F, Dubai, UAE
Phone: +97-14- 4508309
Fax: +97-14-3688487
Email: info@piranagroup.com
—————————
Price: PKR. 250
Slogan is published every month by
Syed Jawaid Iqbal for
JAWZ Communications (Pvt.) Ltd.
and printed by Shabbirsons, Karachi.
—————————

Many voices have been raised in recent times as to what social media can
and cannot do. For whatever reasons, Pakistan is one of those countries
where people seem to have taken to social media with a lot of hunger. The result has not been in it becoming a lucrative advertising and marketing vehicle
or a means of widely disseminating useful and constructive knowledge and
information. The areas where the vehicle has become most popular are those
of gossip, misinformation, heckling and unnecessarily creating hype about
people, groups and events that wouldn’t have mattered otherwise.
A recent example is that of a person called Qandeel Baloch. Her life has
allegedly been snuffed out by her brother but the very reason why she developed some sort of ‘celebrity’ following was nothing else but an unnecessary
social media build-up of her personality. The platform that she conveniently
used to attract people to her photos and other activities was the social media.
Qandeel was not a film or TV actress and neither had she done anything else
in showbiz that merited so much attention. She was even outrightly rejected
when she appeared for an audition in ‘Pakistan Idol’ for putting up a bad
show and she did not succeed in doing anything else. How was it then that
she became such a popular social media person? It was the social media that
created the original hype about her – a trend that was then picked up by the
conventional media. There were even reports, while she was alive, that she
had been approached by certain TV channels to appear in their shows as this
would enable these media outlets to build their own ratings.
The fact is that social media cannot be controlled in any part of the world.
This is why many countries impose restrictions on the internet to keep tabs on
how this emerging platform is being used by their citizens. While there would
be many who would not approve of such restrictions being imposed in Pakistan but the manner in which social media is eroding society and fouling the
atmosphere, it is high time that some kind of action be taken in this regard,
and things are not allowed to run amok in an uncontrolled fashion.
From this month, readers will notice a distinct change in the way the pages
of Slogan are designed and presented. To begin with, the radius of the magazine has been widened and contents have been made more comprehensive.
This would be obvious in the slugs/headers for each article, which are now
bigger, different and presented in a more interesting font style. But this is not
the end as the magazine is always open to readers’ suggestions in terms of
new article ideas and presentation. Please write to us at our editorial address
given in the magazine or at info@slogan.com.pk You can also access our
website – www.slogan.com.pk - to read the magazine online.

Read complete issue of Slogan on:
www.slogan.com.pk
The views expressed by the contributors are not
necessarily shared by the editor.
Available on EBSCO and affiliated international
databases through Asianet-Pakistan.

Javed Ansari
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Who Said That!
“Very few channels take into account the
effects their transmissions are having on
our social fabric and mindset. All they care
about are ratings.”
Ali Zafar

“The honour given to me by the
Oxford University is an achievement for the music industry and
all of Pakistan.” – Rahat Fateh
Ali Khan

“I think Imran Khan has already
gotten married because I keep
seeing pictures of this girl alone on
her honeymoon.” Saad Haroon
“I know, mentally, I’m hands
down one of the toughest players out here. It’s very difficult
to break me down mentally.”
Serena Williams

“I feel like every year has a new energy. And I
feel like this year is really about like, the year
of realizing stuff. Everyone around me, we’re
all just realising things. 2016, looking good.”
Kylie Jenner

“I am an actor, paid to act. I don’t
bring my personal problems to
the sets. Dad taught me that.”
Abhishek Bachchan

“I wonder how many award
shows in India use Pakistani
songs for their dances?”
Abbas Ali Khan

“Present times call for more romantic and
more comedy films and yet, I continue to see
more movies on serious topics.” Hareem
Farooq

obvi
“It’s funny because obviously, I’ve been [walking the
red carpet] since I was 10. But
it doesn’t ever not feel terrifying. It’s the level of energy and
adrenaline and the amount of
people.” Emma Watson

“This Casanova tag – I have a problem with
it. Because when you tag someone, you are
defining them and limiting them. It’s like putting them into a box. And I don’t subscribe to
it.” Ranveer Singh

“I will be 30 this year and I think, for me, I can
feel the age creeping up. Fitness has now
become a priority. It really pays to sort of take
good care of your health from a younger age.”
Ileana D’Cruz

“I can’t go down the
Kim Kardashian route or
endorse things that hurt
people’s self-esteem.”
Armeena Khan

“As far as we’re concerned, within our
family unit we are a normal family. I love
my children the same way any father does
and I hope George loves me the same way
any son does to his father, so we are very
normal in that sense.” Prince William

“I definitely have body issues, but everybody
does. When you come to the realisation that
everybody does that – even the people I consider flawless – you can start to live with the
way you are.” Taylor Swift

“Few live for admiration, few
live for money and few just for
the sake of living. I live for my
freedom.” Kangana Ranaut

celebri“I was like, ‘I am the most hated celebri
ty? More than, like, Chris Brown? All I can
do is be my authentic self, but I think there
are things about me that make people
draw conclusions.” Gwyneth Paltrow

Readers’ Thoughts
Remembering
Hassam Qazi

Black Day

A

bdus Sattar Edhi was a great humanitarian and social activist. However, many news
channels tried to make the most of his death to
win more viewership. For instance, a reporter from
Express News laid himself in the grave dug for the
late humanitarian and reported live from the spot.
This was simply in very bad taste and an example
of utterly unethical reporting. The behaviour of the
news editors and the channel management also
needs to be questioned here. It was a black day
in TV journalism as it showed that even the death
of a great person could become fodder for media
vultures to feed their insatiable appetites.

H

assam Qazi was a senior
artiste from Quetta. He was
a lecturer by profession, but also
appeared in TV plays that were
produced from Quetta. He appeared in various drama serials,
including Khali Hath, Chaon,
Chakar-e-Azam, Marvi, Mehraab Khan, Chand Girhen, Dard
ke Rishtey, Dais Pardais, Emergency Ward, Mitti Ki Moorat, Silsiley, Lab-e-Darya, Kashkol and
Gharana. He is still remembered
for his roles he played in ‘Chaon’

M. Sultan Fayyaz,
Islamabad.

Local designers

Y

our cover story on the new breed of fashion designers was
interesting. The write-up talked about emerging fashion designers and presented some of their impressive work. Compared
to other fields, fashion designing is the most vibrant domain and
one has to keep updated to keep pace with the trends. But the
fashion industry is still in its infancy and we must support our
young designers by promoting locally-produced products.

Danial Muneeb,
Bahawalpur.

and ‘Marvi.’ In July 2004, Hassam Qazi died owing to cardiac
failure when he was just 42. It
was a great loss to Pakistan
television.
Irfan Qaiser,
Karachi.

Substandard language

R

ecently, I watched the trailer of
the upcoming film ‘Actor in Law.’
Though the film looks very impressive
and entertaining, I didn’t like the language used. It uses terms like ‘danda
daina,’ ‘kuttay,’ ‘tight kerna,’ etc., which
are closer to slang and could have been
replaced with some other words. It
shows today’s scriptwriters give importance to creating an interesting plot, but
they don’t care about using standard
language, which is not a good sign at all
and must be avoided.
Saima Idrees,
Lahore.

Ads duration

Stop the hype!

R

T

ecently, Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA)
issued show cause notices to various TV channels for different
reasons. However, it has yet to take strict action against those cable
TV operators who run lengthy advertisement segments at regular
intervals. The content of cable TV is heavily loaded with commercials. On an average, cable advertising consumes more than twenty
minutes per hour and during the holidays, the duration of such advertising segments even exceeds twenty five to thirty minutes per
hour. PEMRA should immediately take notice of this and cancel the
licences of those channels that are not following the rules.

his is with reference to the undue coverage that was given to
Qandeel Baloch, especially after her
death. Referred to as a social media
star, she was neither an artiste nor
had any credentials that could justify
the excessive media focus she was given. It looks like our media have
lost their bearings in order to get more TRPs and promoting individuals who have done nothing in any area but still succeed in attracting
attention. Now that Qandeel is no more, let us stop the hype.

Anjum Aftab,
Rawalpindi.

Beenish Almas,
Karachi.

Cover Story

By Mahrukh Farooq

Mahira Khan

Beyond
the Screen
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I

t’s just not enough to be a TV or a film
star. People in both categories have realized the immense potential commercial
projects have as well as the significance
of becoming ‘brand ambassadors’. Such
projects are considered to be not only lucrative but also a major tool that helps enhance
their image in the eyes of both the media as
well as the public.
From milk and biscuits to make-up and
fairness creams, there seems to be no product untouched and no stone unturned for
these actors. Amongst this vast sea of familiar faces though, there is one that stands
out for her unique outlook and her unrelenting drive to push on and not give in to the
pressures around her. Mahira Khan appears
in selected advertisements that complement
her persona and further accentuate her image as a principled model and actress.
The sheer number of ads promoting the
same faces day after day, week after week,

Cover Story
Slug
is enough to make one wonder about the
feasibility of it all and whether there should
be a set criterion that would help determine
the right match between the ad and the actor. After all, the person alone cannot be
the only factor that pushes the product in
question.
Many actors have no problems taking
on project after project, which leads to
‘consumer fatigue’. Perhaps the advertiser
wants to make maximum impact within a
certain time span and budget spend. Many
actors even end up doing projects that may
not have anything to do with their personality or image.
They are simply given endorsement projects because their popularity provides the
product a platform to be exploited, riding
on their wide public acceptance. They don’t
have any qualms taking it on because who
minds more money coming in? Such people
don’t exercise any discernment of choice –
that whether the product they are doing the

tertainment industry. We are watched everyday in every household. If we don’t break
this concept, we will drive it in more. I have
strictly decided not to do a commercial that
has anything to do with fairness creams.”
Powerful words from a person who belongs to a society that equates beauty with
the fairness of skin.

that portray her beauty and her image as an
elegant and graceful woman.
Her appearance in a Lux Soap ad, in
which she is seen with Fawad Khan, has
been greatly appreciated. The couple had
already been voted as a top favourite since
their drama serial, Humsafar, which took
television by storm. It was then that both got
more projects, including a particularly heartwarming ad for Aquafina.
Mahira also likes to show herself as someone who is up-to-date and with the times.
Her ad for Q-Mobile in which she was seen
prancing around the streets of London,
whipping out her brand new Q-Mobile phone
to take high quality pictures of some of the
city’s most iconic landmarks, depicted her
openness to new technology and to adopt
it in her daily life.
With just a few advertisements gracing her
portfolio and her strong stance on various issues, it is understandable why in most social
circuits, Mahira is seen as someone who is

ad or commercial for or are endorsing - suits
their personality?
Mahira is not one of them. She carefully
chooses what she is representing. She is
one of those few actors who refuse to bow
down to an advertiser’s demands and sticks
to doing things her own way. Of course, a
box-office hit already under her belt does
help. In a world where to ‘be seen’ is what
determines the direction of a person’s career
in both television and film, this is not without
risk.
For one, Mahira is determined to steer
clear of fairness creams. In a recent BBC interview she said that she did not and would
not endorse fairness creams as she feels that
one desperately needs to break free from the
obsession of a fair complexion.
“I don’t judge people who use or endorse
fairness creams but it is dangerous when this
whole concept gives you a complex. I know
for a fact it does because when women talk
[about girls] in our society, they ask, ‘Gori
hay’? What sort of a question is that?”
She adds: “We have a very powerful en-

Mahira Khan rejects longstanding notions
of beauty and a woman’s role in society. Her
ads for Nestle Nesvita allude to a subject that
is much ignored but is no less significant;
women’s health with particular emphasis on
strong bones. By collaborating with Nestle
and becoming its brand ambassador, Mahira has let people know of the importance
she attaches to healthy bones in women and
what she thinks everybody should do about
it.
She has also teamed up with the Shaukat
Khanum Cancer Hospital along with other
artistes, such as Hadiqa Kiyani, to promote
breast cancer awareness. In a public service
message that was broadcast on TV, she
underscored the fact that one in every nine
women in Pakistan is susceptible to breast
cancer. She even stressed on the need for
women both above and below the age of 40
years to get themselves regularly checked
for any possible signs of the disease and to
take precautionary measures.
But this does not say that Mahira has no
time for other products. She goes for ads

fussy about picking her projects. She has
appeared with Shahrukh Khan in the Indian
film, Raees. When she was shooting, it was
difficult for her to juggle her time between
schedules in India, sequences in Chitral and
a commercial shoot in Prague and elsewhere - a routine that she claims has taken
a lot out of her.
“I am so tired, I can barely walk,” she
says. “I am limping my way to promotions.
Only a bystander can believe that I lead a
glamorous life. You should see the number
of times my mother calls me while I am away
and she’s taking care of my five-year-old son
Azlan. I have no life at all!”
She adds, “I don’t even have time to buy
clothes. My closet’s empty and a few days
earlier, a friend offered to swap kurtas with
me when we were about to go somewhere
and there were chances that I’d be photographed.”
Still, it is everything Mahira could ask for. “I
want to do the best projects and I am lucky
to be enacting roles that I love. Hopefully, everything will work out well.”
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Cover Story
By Fazian Usmani

M

ahira Khan first appeared on MTV as a
VJ in 2008. She has
already gathered lots of
feathers in her cap.
She has become
quite well-known in India because she is
simply unstoppable. Perhaps she is true
to being a Sagittarius because she always
believes in thinking big and taking small
steps to fulfil her dreams.
“I want to do the best projects and I am

lucky to be enacting roles that I love,” she
says.
Mahira Hafeez Khan moved to the United States after completing her secondary
education in Karachi. In the U.S., she attended the University of Southern California (USC) and returned to Pakistan in
2008.
She kicked off her career in showbiz
as a VJ on MTV Pakistan in its live show
‘Most Wanted.’ In the meantime, she also
hosted ‘Weekends with Mahira’ on Aag TV.
She made her film debut in 2011 in ‘Bol,’
which was written and directed by Shoaib

Mansoor.
Once she became an actress, she never
looked back. She appeared in the TV serial ‘Neeyat’ on ARY Digital, with Humayun
Saeed and Ahsan Khan. The director was
Mehreen Jabbar.
At the end of 2011, she appeared in the
serial ‘Humsafar,’ written by Farhat Ishtiaq
and directed by Sarmad Sultan Khoosat.
She also appeared in Hum’s ‘Shehr-eZaat’ and ‘Sadqay Tumhare.’
In 2014, she hosted the talk show ‘TUC:
the lighter side of life.’ The show was on
Hum TV, A-Plus, Apna TV and PTV Home.

Subsequently, Mahira graduated to roles
in such films as ‘Bin Roye,’ ‘Manto’ and
‘Ho Mann Jahaan.’
She says: “Bin Roye was offered to
me right after Humsafar and Fawad was
supposed to perform a leading role in it.
But he went on to do Khoobsurat. I had
a choice and I decided that right now this
was the best thing I could do.”
She has appeared in India’s ‘Raees’,
with Shah Rukh Khan and Nawazuddin
Siddiqui.
“I learned so much from Shah Rukh
Khan,” she says. “However, I realized this

of her free time listening to old music or
taking rest in her leisure time.She likes to
be close to herself.
Samina Pirzada, Bushra Ansari and
Madhuri Dixit are Mahira’s favourite actresses. However, she doesn’t idealize
anyone. “The thing is to leave your own
legacy. I want to offer something that is
unique. I want to offer something that
can’t be found anywhere else,” she says.
Her favourite male actors are Nouman
Ijaz, Shah Rukh Khan, Hrithik Roshan,
Johnny Depp and Daniel Day Lewis. PTV’s
Aangan Tehra is her favourite drama se-

Mahira
Moves On

when I came back to the country, as during a shot for ‘Ho Mann Jahaan,’ my director said, ‘What has happened to you as
you’ve grown as an actor.’ And I think it’s
because Raees, which helped me move
out of my comfort zone.”
Mahira Khan has a long list of likes and
dislikes, starting from her favourite food to
the least favourite part of being known. A
Mexican food lover, she prefers any gravy
with rice. Signifying simplicity and purity,
white happens to be her favourite colour;
she prefers to wear white shalwar kameez
with Kolhapuri chappals.
She wants to visit Holland time and
again. She loves reading and spends most

rial, while her favourite films are Guru
Dutt’s Pyaasa (1957), Dilip Kumar’s Tarana (1951), Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge
(1995) and the Silver Lining Playbook
(2012).
Gita Dutt is her all-time favourite singer.
The song ‘Waqt Ne Kiya Kya Haseen Sitam’ rejuvenates Mahira whenever she listens to it. “I am a big, big fan of Guru Dutt
and Pyaasa, so I would have loved to do
that. I want to once in my life. I am also a
big fan of Meena Kumari, Rekha and Madhubala, as I have an old soul,’ lurking inside me. So, I would love to do Pakeezah
and Umrao Jaan.”
Imtiaz Ali, Vishal Bhardwaj and Mani

Ratnam are among her favourite film directors.
Not being left with any privacy is the
worst thing about being known, she says.
A firm believer in simplicity, she thinks
the uglier side of wearing makeup lies in its
excessiveness, as if one has just stepped
out of a beauty parlour. She is fed up with
rather exhaustive and needlessly prolonged recording sessions while complications and intricacies in things irritate her.
Mahira thinks being in the limelight affects one’s personal life. “Being in people’s
eyes takes a toll. Even people close to you,
those who love you, start seeing you in a
different light.”
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NeWs Buzz
Imran Khan
Hat Trick

T

he PTI issued a denial that
Imran was marrying a third
time but he also denied his
marriage to Reham until the
end.
Is Imran Khan set to marry
a third time? Or has he tied
the knot already?
A section of the media in
Pakistan has been reporting
that PTI leader Imran Khan is
on the road to holy matrimony
— again.
Some unconfirmed
reports said that
the
cricketerturned philanthropist-turned
politician
had
already married
somebody
in
London. They
even said her
name was Maryam.

Kareena
Pregnant

K

areena is pregnant according to
husband Saif Ali Khan.
The couple have gone official with
the big news. They are expecting the child
in December
They have thanked their well-wishers for
their blessings and support and also the
media for their discretion and patience.
This will be Kareena’s first child and Saif’s
third. He has two children from his earlier
marriage.
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The Qandeel Baloch murder

T

he parents of Qandeel Baloch have spoken of their closeness
to her and their bitterness towards their son, who has confessed to murdering her.
Qandeel’s mother, Anwar Azeem, says her daughter had shared
all her sorrows and secrets with her. Her father, Muhammad
Azeem, says his son should be “shot on sight.”
The murdered girl’s mother said her son lost his mind because of taunts about his sister’s frank and often risque
online posts.
Qandeel Baloch became a household name in Pakistan
after posting sometimes raunchy photographs, comments and videos on social media which drew thousands
of followers. She was well aware of the opposition she
faced but was unapologetic.
Her brother Waseem has said he had drugged and
then strangled her to death “for dishonouring the Baloch name.”

Biggest film

S

alman Khan‘s Sultan opened to
full houses in India and across the
world. The film achieved the highest figures in India and created several
new records, like being the greatest Eid
grosser in Pakistan.
It earned Rs 15 crore in the first five days
of its release, setting a new record. According to Geo Films, the distributors of
Sultan in Pakistan, the film eclipsed the
opening weekend record set by Pakistani
film Jawani Phir Nahi Ani on Eidul Azha last
year.
Sultan was released on July 6, the first day
of Eid. It approximately earned Rs35 million
and Rs41 million on the first and second day, respectively.

NeWs Buzz

Why Fakhr-e-Alam quit

T

V actor Fakhr-e-Alam resigned his
job as Sindh Board of Film Censors
chairman, citing personal reasons.
The resignation came days after he uploaded a video message on Facebook,
demanding the same level of security
that is generally reserved for government officials. The move was a sequel
to qawwali singer Amjad Sabri’s gruesome killing in Karachi.
He posted his resignation on Twitter,
saying: “I Fakhr-e-Alam submit my resignation from the position of chairman
Sindh Board of Film Censorship because of personal reasons and hereby
relinquish my charge with immediate
effect.”

Kajol back
to work

S

he reduced her film appearances out of
choice when motherhood happened as
she never believed in “dumping off my
children and going off to work”. But after spreading her magic on the screen again with “Dilwale”,
actress Kajol is enthused to take on more work in
the film world now that her daughter and son are
old enough.
Kajol and Ajay Devgan, who got married in 1999,
are parents to two children - daughter Nysa
and son Yug.
Besides films, Kajol has also been appearing in TV ads lately, sometimes with husband Ajay.

How Huma Does it

H

uma Amir Shah has infused new
life into the morning show segment. Along with Usama Ghazi,
she conducts the Geo Morning Show
with a refreshing fervour that makes the
presentation different and interesting.
She says she likes to project such
people in her show who have achieved
something and are not just pretty faces.
A Masters in Defence and Strategic
Studies, she has earlier worked as news
editor at PTV. Now that she is doing a
live show, she finds it challenging and
demanding.

Nayna Touch

N

ayna is known for traditional Eastern fashions for the concontemporary woman. It
showcases bridal wear, formal
wear, shoes and accessories
and has tapped into the wealth of
rich Pakistani fabrics, employing
the skills of experienced Lahori
craftsmen for hand embroidery
and intricately detailed
work.
The Nayna product line,
based on the creative exexpression and aesthetic
ability of designer Saman
Arif, reflects the interreinterrelation between superior
quality and distinct dedesigns. She uses the eleelements of contemporary
fashion to provide outoutstanding creations for an
ever-growing market.

Odom
Offloaded

L

amar Odom had to be taken off a
Delta Airlines flight leaving Los Angeles after reortedly getting drunk in
the airport lounge and then vomiting in the
cabin before take-off.
Eyewitnesses said they saw him
guzzling beer and whiswhiskey before getting
on the plane and
fellow passenpassengers watched
as he threw
up in the
galley and
the bath
bathroom.
The con
controversial
athlete
was “gently
escorted” off
the plane. He
was said to have rereappeared ten minutes later
to take his seat.
He was taken off the plane a second
time, which finally took off for New
York without him.
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NeWs Buzz
Irrfan speaks

W

ith an inimitable repertoire of films
including “Life of Pi”, “Jurassic
World” and “Slumdog Millionaire”
under his belt, Irrfan Khan talks with deft
seriousness. He addressed the root cause
of young audiences gravitating towards
western cinema.
“If the TV is on in the room, they don’t even
come in, they go back. They are watching
Hollywood series, films (and are tuned to)
YouTube… They are following people on
YouTube.”

Jafri wounded

P

akistani TV actor Nadeem Jafri got
bullet wounds in an alleged robbery incident outside his house
according to a tweet by actor and
host Fakhr-e-Alam.
“My dear friend artiste Nadeem
Jafri was shot at multiple times
at sehri time today in a robbery. He survived miraculously.
Thank you Allah,” the tweet
message said.
Though Jafri survived the attack, the incident left his family ‘shaken up, according to
Fakhr-e-Alam.

Melania Trump
in spotlight

A

fter the U.S. Republican presidential
nominee Donald Trump introduced
his wife on the first day of the Republican National Convention, Mrs. Trump
made a rare public speech that resoundingly endorsed her husband.
“Donald is, and always has been, an amazing leader,” a somewhat nervous-looking
Melania Trump said. “Now, he will go to
work for you.”
Melania Trump touched on her background as a Slovenian immigrant, calling
U.S. citizenship “the greatest privilege on
planet Earth.” In her husband, the onetime supermodel said she saw a man who
“will never, ever, give up.”

Ranveer Irked

R

anveer Singh got irked when actress Deepika Padukone was quizzed about their
rumoured engagement and requested mediapersons to ask good questions.
There were rumours about the wedding of Ranveer and Deepika. Some reports
suggested that the “Bajirao Mastani” co-stars were engaged.
Deepika, who was the showstopper at ace designer Manish Malhotra’s couture show in
Delhi took the opportunity to set the record straight about her personal life. ”I think this
is the right opportunity to clarify for everyone, there is no such plan (to get married). I am
not pregnant, I am not having a baby, I am not engaged. I am not married and I am not
panning to get married any time soon,” the 30-year-old actress said.

NeWs Buzz

Aishwarya’s
mother falls

A

ishwarya Rai Bachchan’s bodyguards
had a scuffle with media at the Mumbai
airport. The actress was with her mother Brinda and daughter Aaradhya when her
bodyguards tried to push away the media and
her mother fell during the commotion.
Aishwarya often travels with Brinda and Aar-adhya and the media is always present to
click the actress with her daughter. When
she walked out of the airport, she headed
for her car in which she first seated her
daughter before taking a seat herself. It was
then that her bodyguards got aggressive. A
guard pushed a cameraman so hard that
he lost his balance and fell on Aishwarya’s
mother who was standing behind.

All about
Simon

H

e’s the king of reality competitions
and is currently on
the judging panel of America’s
Got Talent. Simon Cowell
looked in high spirspir
its as he enjoyed
some downtime
in New York.
The 56-year-old
music mogul held
up his hands in a
peace sign as he
donned his sig
signature white shirt
which was slightly
unbuttoned to display
his chest hair.

Shah Rukh
likes women
lying down

S

hah Rukh Khan was his humorous
best at the launch of a book honouring women leaders in Mumbai.
In his address, he began to mention the
author Gunjan Jain’s hard work. The author — seated in the front row — quickly
jumped to her feet the moment SRK mentioned her name. True to his signature candid humour, Shah Rukh said, “Please sit!
This may be politically incorrect, but actually when I speak to a woman, I’d like her
to be lying down.” Seeing the large media
presence, he remarked that this may get
him in trouble, but far from it, he had the
audience in splits.

New Miss England

P

reston Elizabeth Grant has been crowned Miss England 2016.
The 20-year-old psychology student, from Ribbleton, will represent England at the
Miss World competition in Washington, DC, in December. She had never entered a
beauty pageant before and beat out 49 other hopefuls for the coveted crown.

NeWs Buzz

No more for
January
W

ith a reputation as an ice queen, rumoured affairs with a few famous married men, and a son, actress January Jones
probably seems a bit complicated to potential
suitors. The Mad Men starlet says she does
not have room for anything else outside of
working and raising a child, so she’s not exactly setting herself up for romantic success.
That’s not to say she shouldn’t try to preserve
as much of her privacy as possible, but at this
point, finding a guy who’s willing to partner
with her could be tougher than breaking the
glass ceiling of a 1960s advertising firm.

Chopra’s
Heartaches
P

riyanka says she has a hectic profes
professional life but she is extremely private
about it. She says she is a feminist but she
does not hate guys. She is proud of an
amazing personal life and her wonderful
personal equations but that’s not what
she wants to be known for. She has
never flaunted her relationships
and has protected them because
nazar.
she believes in buri nazar
She says whenever she gets into
somea relationship, it’ll be with some
one who’s a worthy match be
because she is not somebody who
likes time pass. She has high
standards and someone who,
is intelligent, well-spoken and
well brought up.
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One Dress
Marvel

hen it is standard,
if not expected,
that pop stars will
change outfits half a
dozen times during
live performances,
Adele turned the
status quo on its
head.
Rather
than go through
the
gamut
of wardrobe
changes, the
British icon’s
world tour was
defined by a
single pair of
flats and just
one sparkling,
Christopher
Bailey-de
Bailey-designed Burb
Burberry gown.
Stylist
Gaelle Paul,
a
Briton
based in Los
Angeles who
has
been
working with
the singer for
the last seven
years, met with BurbBurberry (which was also
a sponsor of the tour)
in September 2015. The
brand readied “a mountain of
sketches,” recalls the 42-yearold. “We talked about cloaks, detachable
skirts, anything you could want to explore
as a possibility.” But after the Adele: Live in
New York City performance aired on NBC
last December, where the singer wore a
glittering black and gold Jenny Packham
gown for the entire concert, Paul says the
focus shifted to creating “one great dress
that went the extra mile and that really
wowed.”
Ten copies of the dress were made to
put into rotation and readied after multiple
fittings (all the way up to the day of the first
show) and incorporated a few tricks of the
trade. “There were to be no sequins under
the arms, as we needed to prevent sequins
from catching and making a sound in the
microphone while she sang,” says Paul, a
former fashion editor at The Guardian.
The final Burberry tour look was based
off a pre-fall 2016 design whose sequins
“sparkled like mad,” says Paul

NeWs Buzz
Prince with
no Will

Poor Little Rich Girl
A

ngelina Jolie and Brad Pitt seem like they have a charmed life together, but it has been
learned that behind the scenes the two are fighting over money.
Jolie had refused to sign up for the lucrative lead role in the Maleficent sequel even though
it would bring in cash they desperately need because the couple had been overspending
for years.
It was also said that Angelina Jolie wanted to avoid doing the film so she could focus on
her documentaries and charity work.
Jolie has also been reported to have spent time with her family in Cambodia, where she
directed her new Netflix movie First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers.
The 41-year-old actress has turned down a number of film offers because she was pursuing her own passion projects. That’ upset Brad, who thought the family was not in a position
to reject a $30 million-plus paycheck.
While Jolie finally reluctantly agreed to do the Disney sequel, there’s no attached start
date for the project as she continues to drag her feet.

P

rince was worth a ton of money at the
time of his death on April 21, but he reportedly died without leaving a will, so that
means his massive fortune may be passed
to his closest living relatives.
It has been reported that various people
raised the issue of a will with Prince but he
never had an interest in drafting one.

Zil loves
creating
F

Rahman works hard
A

. R. Rahman straddles different continents, cultures and a cornucopia of commitments.
Though the journey is “tough”, the Oscar-winning composer says he makes sure to pick
projects which don’t let him get bored of his work. In an interview, he has spoken about juggling between different places, his new projects and life away from his family.
He says he only wants to do music that motivates him to work harder. After doing a series
of epic/period films, he did something young like the song Khalifa in Lekar Hum Deewana Dil.
After that he only said yes to Shekhar Kapur’s Paani, Imtiaz Ali’s Tamasha and Rhea Kapoor’s
film.
He enjoys rediscovering a culture when he creates a music score but it is also important for
him to find an emotional connect with the filmmaker he works with.

ashion itself is a popular style, says Zil e
Batool of Zil Jewellery.
She says it can vary in
styles but in terms of
jewellery it enhances
the beauty of adorning
a woman quite aesthetically. She says
every
woman
loves to wear
jewellery
and
that is why she
believes in creating something extraordinary for her.
Her
drawings
have always triggered her to communicate through
intricate and minimal motifs. That is
why she terms jewellery as mini sculpture and she explores it
with mixed materials and gems and follows
a contemporary approach to transform traditional designs into new forms.

NeWs Buzz
Demi’s men
A

ctress Demi Moore
has three marriages
in the books (Freddy
Moore, Bruce Willis and
Ashton Kutcher) and
has been romantically
linked to more than 20
other famous men. They
include actors John Stamos and Leonardo DiCaprio, as well as Oliver
Whitcomb, a martial arts
instructor. What does
Demi do to these men
to make them ghost
out?

Cruise
qualifications

W

hen all of your relationships are meticulously vetted by church officials who
also believe this planet was seeded millions of
years ago by a martian overlord, things have a
tendency to get a little dicey. Such is the case
with the ex-wives of actor Tom Cruise, including actresses Katie Holmes and Nicole Kidman, who both escaped their membership to
Scientology — a requirement for being Mrs.
Cruise. Until Maverick eases up on the space
magic and stops locking his paramours behind ironclad nondisclosure agreements, it
might be impossible for Cruise to find love on
planet Earth
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Berry’s best
N

one of actress Halle Berry’s three marmar
riages made it past five years. Baseball
player David Justice, her first husband says that
being with Berry was amazing until she turned on him.
Model Gabriel Aubry, her daughter’s father, and singer Eric
Benet, her second husband, would probably join Justice’s
team because all these ex-men faced intense media scrutiny
and nasty accusations after striking out with Berry. The
guys were labeled racists, abusers and philanderers.
Whether or not any of it is true, Berry let it all play
out in the unforgiving court of public opinion.
The Academy Award winner may be
twice as ruthless as she is beautibeauti
ful, and if so, it’s amazing she
ever gets a second date.

Campbell’s gesture
W

hen the “Rhinestone Cowboy” singer announced that
he was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s he did it to alert fans of his
farewell album and subsequent
tour, which would end up producing a Grammy-winning single and
over 150 performances.
He also agreed to let a documentary crew cover the tour,
which produced I’ll Be Me, a moving film that Campbell hoped would not only raise awareness for his disease, but also
give his fans a lasting picture of his appreciation for being able to perform for them
one last time. Perhaps not coincidentally, some advancements in early detection and
determining risk factors have been made public.
So it seems Campbell’s gracious gesture to publicly share what can often be a humiliating ordeal has had a positive effect.

Fawad Khan solo
F

awad Khan is becoming Karan Johar’s favourite.Two years post
his Bollywood debut in ‘Khoobsurat’, featuring Sonam Kapoor,
the Pakistani actor is set to mark his solo. Johar is said to have
offered Fawad a main role in his next venture.
It is even being said that Johar and Fawad will team up in more
films since they share a lot of compatibility. They have been
spotted together at various events and have discussed
many ideas and scripts. Initially, Sidharth Malhotra was
being considered for the role but Karan approached
Fawad and he immediately agreed. The film will mark his
first solo role in an Indian film.
Fawad Khan and Karan Johar also hosted the IIFA Rocks
awards. It was Johar who is said to have recommended
Khan’s name as a co-host.

NeWs Buzz

Celine Dion
Love Story
C

eline Dion’s husband, René Angélil, died in January 2014, after a long
battle with cancer. Angélil’s death marked the end of one of Hollywood’s most enduring relationships, which began way back in 1980 when
Dion was just a petite singer in Canada.
Celine Dion’s relationship to her late husband dates back to when she
was just 12 years old. At the time, Dion and her family had sent a recording of her first song, “Ce n’était qu’un rêve” (“It Was Only But a Dream”),
to Angélil, who was a successful producer in Canada. After hearing the
recording, Angélil brought Dion in to sing for him in person. They had been
working together since that time.. Angélil — who mortgaged his own home
to launch Dion’s career — managed his future wife for about five years
before they started developing feelings for one another. They began dating
when Dion was 19 and Angélil was 45.
Dion and Angélil kept their relationship — and eventual engagement in
1991 — a secret from the public for a stunning five years. Ultimately, it was
Dion who pushed to reveal their secret once and for all. Their relationship
officially became public in 1994, thanks to a message written in the liner
notes of Dion’s multi-platinum CD, The Colour of My Love. They were married on December 17 of that year.
In 2013, Dion admitted that her mother, now 88, was initially opposed to
her relationship with Angélil. Ultimately, Dion said that over time, her entire
family fell in love with Angélil. By then, her mother “had no choice” but to
accept their relationship.
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After Edhi
T

hey named a road in Karachi in his honour. The Pakistan government
will issue a commemorative coin for Abdus Sattar Edhi. There are
even efforts afoot to lobby for a Nobel Prize for him, though the prize
is not normally given posthumously.
Why wasn’t all this done while Edhi was alive? Why did the government
and the people of Pakistan not recognize the reality of Edhi’s incomparable
philanthropy while he was still around? Why have they woken up after he
has gone?
Perhaps the Pakistani nation – and the world – does not realize what they
have lost in the passing away of Edhi. There will be efforts to emulate his
humility, his lifestyle and his philosophy. His wife, his offspring and many other
people will endeavour to continue what Edhi had established and served
with his blood and sweat all through his life. But will it be the same?
Will there be another ‘angel of mercy’, as he was known, coming to the
rescue of the poorest of the poor, plodding the back alleys of the most dilapidated katchi abadis, picking up rotting dead bodies and providing ‘ghusal’
as ordained by the Islamic faith, with his own hands?
The name of Edhi had become synonymous with down-to-earth goodness wherever life demanded. His ambulances would be the first to respond
in any disaster. The vehicles could be seen in droves outside public hospitals,
ready to transport the dead and the dying in situations in which government
ambulances were simply nowhere in sight. They were just a phone call away
in any emergency and the common man could always rely on them. Other
ambulance services also sprouted, and none were sponsored by the government. Even today, the Edhi organization can be trusted to continue with
the good work - and expand where possible. In fact, so readily are the Edhi
and other ambulances available these days, especially in a teeming city like
Karachi, that the government’s health department and the public hospitals
have even stopped thinking about adding much to their rescue and relief
operations.
Whatever goodness Edhi may have picked up from his mother half a century ago, it was his own basic and innate personality that made him what he
was. There was simply no match – and neither is there likely to be another
person like him in the foreseeable future. It is perhaps here that lies the incongruity of it all.
The Pakistanis are a rugged people, always emotionally charged and
ready to commit murder and mayhem in the name of honour at the drop of a
hat. How could such a generally coarse people then produce a man with
a heart of gold and a sense of piety that just could not be matched – in
Pakistan – or anywhere in the world? There were many saints before
Edhi and there will be many after him. But how many reached so many
living and so many dead with their healing touch and their humanitarian kindness? Edhi had no match.
Now they want a Nobel Prize for him. A good idea but it would
have been more appropriate if people had started canvassing for the prize many years ago. After all, it is
not recently that Edhi and his good work has been
discovered. Or was it that the man was taken for
granted through the years and it is only when we
have lost him that we have realized that he should
have received the ultimate in recognition from a world community that is so generous otherwise.
Pakistan was lucky to have a humanitarian and a philanthropist of a stature
that no other society has produced in recent memory. Then why lobby for a
Nobel Prize for him? For once, the country can come out of its shell and announce a prize of its own for the late Edhi – a prize comparable to the Nobel
Prize – but with a distinct Pakistani identity – just the way Edhi was. - JA
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When a PR pro departs
By Nusrat Nasarullah

I

got this SMS (message) on a routine Sunday, May 8, 2016, at about 4 pm: “Syed
Sultan Hasan Moonis Bhai passed away
in Lahore. Funeral will be held tomorrow,
May 9, 2016, aftar Asar prayers at Sultan
Masjid, DHA.”
Syed Sultan Hasan was 63. Inna Lilla Hay
Wa Inna Elaihay Rajeoon.
He was friendly, cheerful and thoughtful. A
certain endearing innocence went with him
at all times. His smiling face, his buoyant
nature, his consistent personal and professional concern for life and people around, his
spontaneous compassionate attitude, his
persevering professionalism, his unrelenting
restlessness - all striking, impressive, even
infectious.
He was a man given to feelings, sentimentality, opinion and emotion. That is why he
had friends in large measure. He seemed to
nurture them, sustain them, naturally, carefully, happily.
For the rest of that Sunday, I lived with the
news of Sultan’s passing away. At this stage
of my life, death has a deeper dimension. A
part of you diminishes when some people
leave.
Indeed, Sultan was Moonis in his own
way. His family gave him that ‘pet name.’ He
was the eldest of seven brothers and sisters
– all children of Syed Sarfaraz Hussain, now
over 90 and residing in Karachi’s North Nazimabad.
Images of the enthusiastic Sultan Hassan
rolled back in the evening. Some blurred
memories of my initial encounters kindled
other remembrances of bygone days and
friends.
He had joined the Sindh Information Department in the late seventies; I was with the
Morning News, Karachi. We met quite inevitably. He stood out somewhat in the new
group in that department. A casual relationship resulted. He was younger and visibly
respectful, but politely witty too.
In the early 1980s, he was with the CEC
(Cotton Export Corporation). Sometimes he
would drop into my office (Pakistan Petroleum Ltd.), for coffee and a casual conversation.
One such day, he came with his camera
and, took some close-ups of me at work.
With my own lifelong zeal in photography, I
could well comprehend his particular interest, which he continued until the end. Some
days later he showed me the photographs

he had taken and gifted me with an enlarged
mounted photograph of mine. This reflected
his talent. His pride at my appreciation was
so obvious.
I am reminded of this quote from White
Susan Sontag who says in her book ‘On
Photography’: “Photography is not practiced by most people as an art. It is mainly
a social rite, a defense against anxiety and a
tool of power’. I have tried to look at Moonis
in this context also.
Saddened by his demise, I have reflected
on Sultan’s career and lifestyle. Why didn’t
he join the print media world ever or the
electronic media when it began expanding in
Pakistan? He was a dedicated media professional, authentic and honest, and had public
good in his heart and mind uppermost. What
held him back?
Also, why didn’t he live overseas or emigrate, as has been done by most Pakistanis? He had the opportunity but he chose to
reside here.
Among the many organizations he worked
for, there was KESC (now KE) and PIA. He
was their zealous spokesman, factual, realistic, easily and always available. Defending,
explaining, arguing as a PR man but also
reflecting an awareness of the larger picture
behind any Corporate Vision.
I heard him on numerous occasions over
the radio and on TV news channels, presenting promptly, confidently his organization’s
viewpoint – his heavy masculine voice, distinct for its individuality, his attitude reflecting the larger societal context in the face of
power failures, shortages or delayed flights

or passenger protests and other recurring
airline issues. He was polite, patient and
professional, always appearing to face aggressive public resentment head on.
Sultan’s last job was with CMC where he
looked after PIA as an Account Director.
He died of a cardiac arrest though he had
no known cardiac history, says his family. He
was laid to rest in the Gizri graveyard in DHA,
Phase 4, Karachi, after funeral prayers in Sultan Masjid. Family, friends and professional
colleagues came – shocked, sad, sombre.
Some were silent, some held onto tears. Others let them flow; emotion expressing grief
in instinctive embraces. Indeed, Moonis had
said farewell – to return to the Creator.
A unique memorial meeting was held on
May 27, 2016, by one of his dearest friends,
Farhat Saeed, at the National Sailing Centre.
Exceptionally well-attended it was; and before
each one spoke of Sultan, an audio recording of Zehra Nigah’s memorable rendering of
a Faiz poem was played. This intensified the
sadness of Sultan’s passing away. They all
spoke, reflecting the personal loss of a warmhearted, well-meaning person. Yasmin Syed’s
dua for Sultan gave to that memorial meeting
a definite spirituality that sought for him eternal peace in the Hereafter.
In an environment characterized by escalating conflict and controversy and deepening chaos, he appeared to seek peace all the
time.
A larger than life portrait of Sultan was
conspicuously placed in the meeting, reminding all of the departure of yet another
friend in our lives.

SLOGAN August 2016

21

22 SLOGAN August 2016

Interview

Goodbye
to the
Wild Side
Drummer Gumby talks about his life
post-Noori and his future plans.

O

By Mahrukh Farooq

ne of Pakistan’s most successful drummers and former band member of the rock
sensation Noori, Louis J. Pinto a.k.a Gumby amassed immense popularity in his illustrious career. His persona, bordering on the wild and untamed, made him a treat to
watch onstage while his adept drumming skills kept many a listener on their feet. Now,
however, Gumby is ready to chart his own path and create impactful music through
collaborations and help aspiring artistes to come up. Here he talks to Slogan:
SLOGAN August 2016
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Was drumming something you always
wanted to do? How did you start your
career?
I happened to be one of those kids
who were never too academically inclined.
This can prove to be a problem, especially
in a place like Pakistan where a degree carries a lot of significance. Yet, for as long as I
can remember, I know that I always wanted
to be a drummer. I decided to join Noori
though I was involved in a lot of studio work
and a number of projects for new bands. I
was trying to find my own way, to figure out
what potential I had as a musician.
I am very fortunate because my career
has taken me around the world via all expenses paid trips. I was more inclined towards working on my own projects and
making my own music. Naturally, that
wasn’t possible at the time because I had
neither the means nor the resources to do
so. So I took on all kinds of assignments
that allowed me to get into the ‘entrepreneurial mindset’. Things started picking up
from there; I started noting down opportunities that would enable me to develop as a
musician and do my own thing.
What was it like working with Ali Noor
and Ali Hamza?
Becoming a part of Noori seemed like
a sensible thing to do at thetime because
I figured being in a band, especially with
talented individuals like Ali Noor and Ali
Hamza, would help me get into the network and take advantage of the resources
I needed to get ahead. However, the more
time I spent with them, the more I began to
realize that their overall business practices
were verydodgy when it came to promoting
the band.
Their approach to making music was

starkly different to mine and that bothered
me. Soon enough, the politics within the
band became a bit too much for me to handle. The band continued to be just about
the two brothers. Everybody else was treated as an outsider. So I left. A number of
people at the time told me that I was making the biggest mistake of my life as Noori
was flying high. But I knew I was making
the right decision. I didn’t see a future with
them. In fact, when I decided to rejoin the
band the second time around, it actually
made things worse. Whatever shred of respect and trust I had for the brothers was
gone. I don’t see myself working with them
at all in the future.
So now you have your own niche?
Around the time I decided to leave the
band, I analyzed the way itoperated. I figured that if two people, who had virtually
the same taste and knowledge of music,
can come together and make their own
music, then why can’t I do the same? Of
course at the time I didn’t have any money. I had also never been involved in the
technical side of making music; I just knew
how to play drums. I then figured that if I
was serious about running my own music
venture, I would have to work to earn the
money required to make my own studio. I
started with the Coke Studio. From there,
I moved on to do a stint for Ufone called
Uth Records which is a platform showcasing new talent.
One thing led to another; I became the
curator for live performances around the
country and even collaborated with a number of musical acts. Working this way has
gotten me closer and closer to my goal of
creating music that has a unique sound. It
also gels with the state of mind that I am in
right now; I’m 40 and have matured as a

musician and want to get into something
that I canpersonally identify with., I think I
have outgrown the phase I was in when I
used to be more aggressive and loud in my
music. Now I feel I cater to a totally different
audience. I have done all the showing off
that I wanted; now it’s all about connecting with people through music. As you get
older, a number of things that used to look
exciting don’t have as much novelty anymore.
What was it like collaborating with
other drummers?
It was Jamil who first pitched the idea. A
drum circle is basically a project involving
10-15 percussionists doing a poly-rhythmic
style of drumming routine. Each drummer
adds a certain beat, creating a whole ensemble of percussions at varying levels. I
liked the idea though I had a concern that
if the group of drummers was brought together for the project would they be able to
get along? Every drummer is highly skilled
and has his own style. I figured there was
really no harm in trying. So I called a few
drummers. Some had really tight schedules
and couldn’t commit. Others had a problem
with the fee. We still got seven drummers.
We rehearsed for about two weeks and it
was a life-changing experience for all of us.
Before this, we had never gotten the chance
to spend time together. We were bouncing
off different ideas and opinions about music
and became pretty close. It was more like
a family rather than just a group of people
performing. The drum circle experience
performance was phenomenal. The music
we played was incredibly loud which probably kept everyone fully engaged. Since our
performance was on August 14, we decided our theme would be Independence
Day. We played the cultural beats of each
of the four provinces and the response we
got was tremendous. Everybody thoroughly
enjoyed themselves. The atmosphere could
not capture on film and you had to be there
to experience it. All this was during Ramzan. Many of us had to get up at sehri so
people left at 1:30 in the morning but the
experience was just great.”
What is the band ‘Raahi’ like?
I wouldn’t call it a band really; it’s more
of an assignment, mainly because each
member of the group has their own project
that they’re working for on the side. Omran Shafique is involved in production and
Coke Studio, Ahsan is busy with Sounds of
Kolachi and Samir is busy working with Atif
Aslam. However, we get a lot chances to
play together. The music we produce has
pulse but it’s really slow. We take our time
because we want to be absolutely sure that
our music is top quality. People have heard
our music but have yet to accept it because
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it’s an acquired taste.
Another reason is the kind of image that
I have maintained over the past few years;
people expect me to go crazy while on the
drums but here I’m doing something that’s
completely the opposite. The music that I
make for these guys is very mellow and totally not what I’ve been known for. This is
something that people take time to digest.
Concerts in Pakistan are now virtually
extinct. Do you believe they will make a
comeback?
There is no one party that can be blamed
and all of us are to blame. The government
is at fault because of their failure to provide
ample security for both musicians and the
public. Their way of handling it is to basically shut the entire city down. Such actions
I believe are unfair because in this country,
the only mode of entertainment for our public is to either go to the park or the beach
or eat out. Another reason that such events
have fizzled out is that they are considered
un-Islamic by a large section of clerics and
groups, some ofwhom have positions in the
government.
Musicians are also at fault. Many claim
that they are unable to make music because
of the lack of resources, which is ridiculous.
There are moreresources available now than
there were15 years ago. Artistes such as
AbidaParveen, Junoon and Tina Sani had
a much harder time getting their music to
the public simply because they didn’t have
the luxury of uploading their music on You
Tube or Facebook. If one has the talent and
the will to make music, then nothing should
stop them. My own discography boasts
a total of at least 300-400 songs over 10
years. While I was with Coke Studio, I produced over 100 songs.
There is no excuse for an artiste to not
produce music. All music channels have
shut down because there is just no content to show. The reason why the music
industry is dead is not because there is no
system in place, as most musicians claim,
but because there is no content being produced. Then there are some musicians
who will either go into acting or become religious preachers simply because they feel
that they are not making enough money
with their music. This I believe is also unfair because such people are adamant on
doing something that they are not as good
at or not too passionate about. It’s simply because they feel that it will help them
earn more money. By doing this, they are in
fact robbing someone who could be much
more talented at that particular craft. Ayesha Omar is a good example. She is involved
in cooking, acting, singing, model, hosting;
almost everything. Our advertising industry
is also to blame for this trend. They insist on
supporting individuals who may not be as

talented but who are good looking, simply
because they want such a face to represent
their brand in the first place.
Is there new talent coming out?
There is a lot of great talent and a number
of phenomenal musicians are coming out. I
find it so much more interesting to be working with new musicians because they have
so many new ideas. The problem is that
most of the time the audience isn’t ready for
it. This is mostly because international music has taken over. People are more likely to
buy an album by Beyonce than an English
album by a Pakistani band. Sajid and Zeeshan stopped making music for this reason;
nobody was buying their albums and they
weren’t making enough money. To record a
Rs. 800,000 to Rs. 1,000,000 album is no
joke. Then you have people like Atif Aslam
who charge Rs. 3-4 million for a song simply because he has made a name for himself in India.
There needs to be some check and balance. Many of our record labels have also
messed it up. The artiste never got to make
any money simply because record labels
decided to charge consumers Rs. 500 for
a single CD. The artiste was also hurt and
so was the consumer. There is a future
for music in Pakistan is there but it mainly
depends on the state of the nation. If the
government were to provide security and if
record labels and musicians were to put effort into making music, then yes, the future
of Pakistani music is bright.
You were a major part of Coke Studio.
What made you leave?
The first two to three years with Coke
Studio were great but ultimately it started
moving in a direction I didn’t exactly agree
with so I decided to leave. There were many
times when I felt that I wasn’t able to con-

tribute to the project through my creativity because at the end of the day, it had
to have the producer’s say. It was also a
very difficult time for me personally. Strings,
while exceptionally talented, don’t seem to
be bringing anything new to Coke Studio.
What the project needs is a new sound, a
new rhythm. It doesn’t need a new set or
producers. Rohail was a team leader; he
led the group and was open to suggestions. Faisal and Bilal aren’t experimenting
as much.
What are you working on now?
It involves a certain group of international
musicians who come toPakistan and stay
at my house for 10-15 days. During this
we make music together. Their schedule
and travel itinerary is not made public for
security reasons. I’m planning to start a
project which will involve a Norwegian jazz
pianist, Tina Sani, Natasha Ejaz and Rafaqat. We plan to schedule performances
in August. You could call it my departure
from mainstream music though, if truth be
told, I don’t think anything is mainstream
anymore. There are so many different styles
and types of music being produced that
you can barely keep track. Other than that,
I try to contribute to the Pakistani music industry as much as I can. Every month, for
example, I hold a self-funded concert at
PACC which is a platform for aspiring talent to perform in front of a live audience. All
musicians from Karachi are featured. Many
companies have pitched in as their way of
showing support. Red Bull once gave free
drinks to the audience. McDonald’s also
gave free breakfast vouchers to the first
100 people that walked in. Sometimes we
are not able to accommodate people. What
matters is that I am doing my bit for music.
Nobody can turn around and ask what my
contribution has been.
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Choices

Y

ou see her everywhere - in films, TV commercials, film posters,
billboards and magazine covers as well as on the front page of
a certain newspaper. But do we really know Nargis Fakhri?
The sultry actress hails from New York and shot to fame in the Indian
film industry when she nade her debut in ‘Rockstar’ and then appeared in ‘Madras Café’.
She is a girl with a penchant for all things shiny and glittery. That may
be true but in reality, Nargis has a fondness for many things mundane.
For example, did you know that her favourite dessert happens to be
gajar ka halwa?
Her Dream Destination
Ever the adventurer, Nargis Fakhri has expressed her desire to go on
a backpacking tour more than once. What would be her destination?
South America, the land of lush greenery, football and salsa! We’ve
half a mind to join her!
Her Favourite Film
This was a tough one as there was no one answer. For a person
whose entire life revolves around films, it is only natural to have more
than one favourite. In this case, her likes tend to lean towards the classics with ‘Beauty & the Beast’ (1991) being the film she watched more
than once while ‘Ace Ventura: Pet Detective’ (1994) was the film that
was a part of her growing-up years.
Her Favourite Perfume
A girl is not complete without two things; her precious diamonds and
her priceless perfume. Nargis is no different. She adores Romance
by Ralph Lauren, a sensual scent full of velvety woods, extravagant
florals and seductive musk, a complete package for the woman of
today.
Her Favourite Cuisine
You can take the Indian out of India but you can’t take India out of the
Indian. Believe it or not, Nargis Fakhri is always craving for some nice
and Malvani cuisine; a standard dish straight out of the Konkan region
of Maharashtra, Goa and some northern parts of West Karnataka.
This just goes to show that though, on the face of it, Nargis may seem
all prim and proper, yet she is most comfortable sitting cross-legged,
eating Malabar matthi curry with chapatti.
Favourite Book
The kind of book a person reads says a lot about her hopes, dreams
and aspirations. In the case of Nargis, it is the sense of romance that is
paramount. The talented actress claims to be a die-hard fan of William
Shakespeare’s evergreen classic, ‘Romeo & Juliet’, the tragic tale of
two lovers belonging to warring families. Men, take note!
Favourite Make-up
How does a drop-dead beauty like Nargis always manage to achieve
such a killer look? With the right make-up of course! And when choosing the right kind of make-up, Nargis takes extra care while selecting
her lipstick. She swears by Rimmel London’s Lasting Finish Lipstick
in Alarm (shade 170) for its smooth creamy texture and colour that
turns heads!
Favourite Outfit
Contrary to what most believe, Nargis is not in favour of prioritizing
style over comfort. She prefers making a statement through variety.
She often goes for edgy streetwear as her go-to outfit. For formal
wear, she is more inclined towards Sonaakshi Raaj for its ethnic look.
Three Skincare Products She Can’t Do Without
One thing Nargis is known for is her flawless complexion; the way her
face just shines and leaves a lasting impression on virtually everybody.
It is evident that she takes skincare very seriously; that is why everywhere she goes, she has to have a heavy-duty moisturiser, a bronzer
and a lip gloss on her.
Favourite Actor/Actress
As an actress, she looks up to the very best that the film industry has
offered so far. In her case, two greats, Aamir Khan and Kajol, are her
favourites - people she is inspired by.
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Critically Speaking

Sultan

– Hard-Hitting Action

FILM

N

ormally Salman Khan’s films don’t get cut
much due to their tendency to display action that is outrageous at best and downright ridiculous at worst. With much of his films following
the same format – ordinary guy with superhuman
capabilities to escape an oncoming train and exit
a moving car at will – along with other copycat
endeavours springing up (with Akshay Kumar and
Ajay Devgan at the helm), it was no wonder the
public had slowly begun to lose interest as well as
any hope that the star would be able to produce
anything worthwhile post-Dabangg.
Which is probably why the hype surrounding
Salman Khan’s latest venture, Sultan, was a bit
lackluster to begin with. But as the public got to
see more and more of what the film looked like
through teasers and promos, pretty much everyone realized that this was something unlike anything the star had attempted. His rugged new look
combined with shots of the star really giving it his
all through gruelling training exercises (the scene
showing Salman running up a flight of stairs carrying a ton of bricks on his back is bound to leave
many with mouth agape), had a number of us intrigued and waiting in anticipation to see what the
superstar now had up his sleeve.
The film starts typically enough as the audi-

ence is taken
on a journey
in which the young Sultan transforms from
underdog to champion, garnering massive popularity. His love interest, played
by Anushka Sharma, is a wrestler herself,
which signals an end to the repeatedly used
petite-little-damsel cutout. Pretty soon, our
hero is bit by the glamour bug and is taken
by the allure of being a champion. This soon
proves to be the factor behind his downfall.
It is only after half the movie has passed
that viewers finally get to experience
Salman Khan in all his glory. Under the
guidance of his cynical trainer (played by
Randeep Hooda) who is determined to
get our champion back into shape, Salman is seen pushing himself beyond all
limits and really rubbing his face in the
dirt. These scenes ultimately have his
viewers cheering for him as he makes his
comeback into the field of wrestling to reclaim his title.
On the whole, the film is definitely entertaining and has its light moments that
are enough for the whole family to enjoy.
– M.F.

Upbeat and Funky

MUSIC

W

ith channels related to either news or drama dominating the
airwaves, thus leaving little room for music to make its place
much less flourish, it is now left to the corporate bigwigs to make
good use of their resources and produce innovative music that
can be viewed online.
Walls’ Cornetto was the first company this year to come up with
its own contribution to the Pakistan music scene. The brand recently commenced its first season of musical events titled Cornetto Pop Rock with the launch of the latest collaboration between
Komal Rizvi and Qurram Hussain of Josh fame. The song Desan
Da Raja is a remix of the legendary folk song sung by the talented
Naseem Begum for the film ‘Kartar Singh’ in 1959 and is the result
of the first ever combined effort between the two musicians. The
video has been directed by Amaan Ahmed from Uncut Studios.
The video begins with a group of bus passengers travelling on
one of Karachi’s signature public buses. Everyone is busy minding their own business when
suddenly, lo and behold, who
should decide to get on the
bus but pop sensation Komal
Rizvi! She immediately enthralls
her audience through her vocal
skills, stopping by occasionally
to bust a move with one of the
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passengers. Never mind that one can never even think of doing
this in real life but since this is supposed to be a music video, one
can afford to suspend their sense of rationality for a while.
Once Komal sings her chorus, the camera immediately cuts to
the male protagonist of the video, Qurram Hussain as he walks
through the streets of Karachi, from a vegetable market to the
famous Frere Hall. Scenes showing both of them dancing away
to the beat interchange with each other until finally Qurram, while
trying to escape a horde of fans, leaps onto the same bus that is
carrying Komal and her gang. Pretty soon, it seems as if the bus
driver has had enough because then we see everybody standing
outside the bus along with the two singers moving their bodies
with the beat. The scene then cuts to both singers performing
live in front of a massive audience before finishing off with a final
salute and bow.
If one were to put aside one’s reservations regarding Komal’s
outfit (ripped jeans - eeally?) and uncoordinated dance moves,
which one can probably be blamed on the lack of space in the
bus, it is a rather good effort that has been put together. The
song itself also strikes a chord and has a catchy beat with a
good rhythm that has one involuntarily tapping their feet. While
not groundbreaking, the first installment of Cornetto Pop Rock
does indeed give viewers something to rejoice and look forward
to. – M.F.

Events

T

he IIFA Award and Komal’s walk on the ramp as
the show opener came in the wake of her live
performance at the MTV India ‘Undivided’ concert, which was held in Dubai.
Since returning from her successful international
tour, Komal is now set to release six new unplugged
songs in August.

City School Alumni
T

he City School has launched an Alumni Association for the southern region.
Says Shehryar Ahmad, Regional Director, City School. “The City School is
one of the largest private school networks in the country. With hundreds of
thousands of alumni having gone through its system over the past four decades, it
is essential that the School build strong relationships with its alumni.”
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X-Ray

ahsan
khan
Man ith a golden touch
W

An actor with a penchant for doing good, he is riding the wave of success.

By Mahrukh Farooq

A

hsan Khan isn’t easily rattled. Or at least
it looks that way. Between shooting for
TV episodes, countless drama projects and a
big screen venture on the way, he is balancing multiple routines without so much as even
a bead of sweat on his brow. Yet, when he
first glanced over the script for Udaari, a serial
that sheds light on the perils associated with
child abuse, Ahsan was unable to suppress
his feelings of discomfort.
“Even while reading the script, I could not
digest the scenes. It is definitely the most difficult character to portray on screen,” he said.
Ahsan’s role as Imtiaz, who gets married to
his late friend’s widow, Sajida, (played by the
talented Samiya Mumtaz) and who subjects
her young daughter, Zebo, to his abuse, has
left many a viewer wringing their hands with
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anxiety, not to mention, helped draw attention to a topic that is otherwise considered
too taboo to talk about.
“I bet no actor who has an image of a hero
in society would opt to play such a dark character. The reason I have played this role is that
I want people to take action against this evil
(child abuse) in our society instead of overlooking it,” says Ahsan, while claiming that it
was, in fact, a similar experience suffered by
his maid’s daughter that pushed him to take
up the role. “Such abuse leaves the child
traumatized forever.”
His role in Udaari is just one of a rising number of storylines that have now begun to surface on prime time television. Many directors
are taking the plunge by tackling bold and
risqué subjects, most of which help shed light
on pressing issues prevalent in society. When
asked about these new developments, Ahsan

reacted positively. “I think, on the whole, there
is a lot of experimenting being done. Many
directors are using the time slots before and
after prime time to showcase different subject
material and see how the audience reacts.”
“In addition, directors as well as actors are
trying to promote storylines that consist of a
certain family element as well as a message
geared towards positive development in society.” He adds, “One of the major reasons
why our industry has been able to move towards accepting such bold subject material
is because of the incredibly positive feedback
that we have received on various international
platforms.”
Of course, Ahsan’s role as a child molester
is a far cry from many of his earlier roles in
films and television. His first film role in the
Nikah followed by a role in Ghar Kab Aao Gay
were appreciated and helped propel his act-

Slug
ing career high. Soon after, he started receiving offers from the small screen which pushed
him to change gears and perform full time on
television.
Born in London as the youngest of six
siblings, Ahsan Khan, along with his family,
would periodically travel between England
and Pakistan. It was not until his Master’s degree in English Literature which he was pursuing from the Government College University in
Lahore that he got the chance to dabble a bit
in acting. So good was he that he ultimately
ended up permanently putting his education
on hold, for the sake of his passion.
From then on, there was no looking back.
He has delivered stellar performances in popular drama serials, including Preet Na Kariyo
Koi and Tumhare Siwa, both of which have
struck a chord with his fans. In between all
this, he also found the time to do TV hosting.
He did Hayya-alal-Falah in Ramazan and also
Asia’s Singing Superstar. His effervescence
and charm enabled him to connect with his
audience in a way not many people had been
able to do. This way, he added yet another
feather to his cap.
His acting and hosting projects have added
to his superstar charisma which has brought
about some positive and some downright
strange moments. He could not escape one
of the many byproducts of fame: crazed fans.
“I remember this one time when one of my
assistants came up to me in a state of anxiety
telling me of a girl who had called him and told
him that she had run away from home just to
come meet me!” says Ahsan. “She was just
a couple of blocks away from where I lived at
the time she called and at pretty much the
same time, my assistant was getting phone
calls from one of her relatives threatening
to issue an FIR if she was returned home
safely! We then managed to resolve the
issue and send the girl back home. I
was slightly rattled, though I did feel
a bit sorry for the girl.”
With so much going for him in his
career and his life, one has to ask;
is he in fact pursuing his childchildhood dream? “I wouldn’t exactly
say I always dreamed of being
an actor. However, I was alalways part of any drama-based
activities in my school”, Ahsan
explains. “I was involved in all
sorts of art forms – acting,
dancing, singing – you name it
and I was doing it. And I guess
I’m doing all of that even today
as I am an actor, a host and I
love to dance and am into singing
also. So, to answer your question,
probably I did not dream of becoming
a performer, but I had been entrenched
in dramatic activities since as long as I can
remember.”
He credits much of his success to the

two leading ladies of his life _- his mother and
his wife. “My mother and my wife, Fatima are
the most important women in my life. I have
learnt so much from my mother – ethics, respect and religion. I am into religion; religion
teaches us modesty, to be good to other human beings and, most importantly, it teaches
us how to be a better person.” He adds, “I am
blessed to have a supportive wife. She is caring and understanding and is always there for
me. She has no misgivings whatsoever about
my work, and expects me to know my limitations and not to cross them. She is a superb
mother and an even better wife.”
Contrary to the prevailing image that most
actors hold in society, Ahsan Khan is actually
said to be very humble and down-to-earth.
He is also one of the very few acting professionals who make an effort to give back to
society. In recent times, Ahsan gained a lot of
attention with his video in which he is shown
pledging his support for a homeless man as
well as declaring a promise to find him a job.
The video spread like wildfire on all social

media platforms and has so far been viewed
numerous times. In addition, he is also responsible for giving Karachi its very first ‘Wall
of Kindness’ - a social movement that is inspired by an anonymous Iranian’s attempt to
dedicate an entire wall, offering miscellaneous
items to people in need.
“The ‘Wall of Kindness’ concept was initiated in Iran and I saw a video about it on social media. I liked the idea as soon as I came
across it and realized that something like this
should be done in Pakistan,” says Ahsan.
“I realized no one is doing it in Karachi. So,
one morning, I got a painter and called up an
NGO and a couple of my friends to collect
items. I went to MA Jinnah Road and painted
over some wall chalkings and installed hooks
for hanging clothes. I ruined the business of
all the palmists and astrologers basically,” he
quipped.
His busy schedule does not in any way
hinder him from doing as much as he can
to help other people. During one of his many
shoots for Udaari in Mirpurkhas, he was seen
installing numerous water pumps to provide
the locals with easy access to clean drinking
water.
With so many achievements under his belt,
one would think that Ahsan has finally decided
to take it slow and work on one project at a
time. Nothing could be farther from the truth.
His latest film venture, Chuppan Chuppaiyee,
a light-hearted comedy about a group of
friends who constantly commit blunder after
blunder, is almost complete and is expected
to be released by the end of the year. In ad
addition, he has his own production company
which is working on a few film projects. “Two
films are being produced by my production
Maira
house that I run with my partner, Mairajuddin. Though the names have yet to
be decided, one script will be writ
written by Amna Mufti and the other by
Mohsin Ali,” he says.
A man of principles, Ahsan
believes that the lure of financial
incentives is not enough for an
ho
individual to expand their horizons in a particular area. “I
believe that when you work in
this field, you need to invest
in it, otherwise it won’t grow.
I have been so involved in
acting that I don’t always
find the time to produce
films. Now, with a helping
hand from Mairaj sahib, I can
do it.”
When asked about his intentions to work in India, Ahsan is
firm. “The offers are there but I won’t
settle for average stuff. When I sign a
project, it will be something different and
nice.”
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Beauty Beat

A Hand-Some Treat
Your face and hair aren’t the only parts of your body that
deserve pampering; the hands need some too!

By Mahrukh Farooq
In today’s fast-paced world, to take out time for
oneself has become somewhat of a luxury. Between responsibilities at work and countless tasks
to be done at home, the only time most women
have left is to sleep!
Of course there is the occasional wedding/birthday/engagement party to dress up for. That is the
only time one is able to make the effort of either
getting a facial or sporting a fancy hairdo. But what
about our hands? ‘Nobody’s looking at our hands,
so why bother?’ you might say. But truly, do they
deserve such treatment?
“Most people don’t realise the importance of
getting a manicure and a pedicure,” says Noori,
owner of Noori’s, during my recent visit to the salon. “The process not only makes your hands and
feet look good, it also enables you to relax and
reenergize yourself.”
Having learnt the art of hairstyling, makeup
and skincare via multiple training courses abroad,
Noori takes her job very seriously. Nothing goes
on a customer’s hand other than the internationally
approved, top-rated skin care products that are
available in the market. “We want the best for our
customers, hence we ensure that we use the best
products,” she claims.
Located in the maze that is Khadda Market in
Karachi, Noori’s sports a decent ambience that is
designed to put every customer at ease. With little
pockets of greenery spread throughout the salon,
people coming in are treated to a very calm and
relaxing atmosphere. Staff members are seen con-

stantly scurrying about to make sure the floor is
spic and span and are quick to attend to customcustomers’ needs.
“Many of the women who come to our salon
lead very hectic lives,” says Noori as her staff prepares me for my special manicure and pedicure
session. “Our job is to help them unwind and forget their troubles, if just for a little while.”
So do manicures and pedicures factor in to her
endeavour of helping her customers loosen up?
“One of the biggest misconceptions about manicures and pedicures is that their sole purpose is to
make one’s hands look dainty and nice-looking,”
Noori explains. “It actually goes a lot deeper than
that. The whole process of applying cuticle cream,
soaking the hands and feet in soapy water, applying skin polish and then massage cream aims at
increasing blood circulation within the body.”
She then pointed to certain points along her
thumb and index finger. “Not many people know
this but there are special areas along the fingers of
the hand that, when applied pressure to, help heal
other parts of the body.”
She further explains, “For example, the center
of the thumb is linked to fatigue and insomnia.
The center of the palm connects with the heart
and small intestine. Each of these parts, when
applied pressure, ultimately increase blood circulation within these areas and enable them to function
more effectively.”
Armed with this information, I began to look
forward to my mani-pedi session with renewed
vigour, relishing the sense of complete serenity
and tranquility that was to come.
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For starters, each nail was properly cut and then filed. This,
according to Noori, was necessary to get out of the way as
later the nail would be a little too soft to handle. Then, after
applying cuticle cream on all the nails, both my hands and feet
were dipped into bowls of lukewarm, soapy water.

After letting them soak for a few minutes, each hand and foot
was taken out, one by one. One of the staff members on hand
proceeded to clean both the inside as well as the outside of the
nail. “Apart from clearing the nail from any dirt and cuticles,
this process helps push the meaty part around the inside of the
nail further in,” Noori explains. “This ultimately ensures that the
meaty part does not grow along with the nail, hence reducing
any risk of injury.”

Once this was done, skin polish was applied on both hands
right up to the elbows and feet right up to the center of both
calves. After letting them set for a few minutes, both hands and
feet were once again dipped into the soapy water and washed.
At this point, the feet were scrubbed to remove any dead skin
that may have accumulated.
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In minutes, I felt really relaxed. My shoulders sagged and my eyes
began to droop. One of the staff members present joked that I was
actually preparing to take a nap. I’ll admit, the idea at the time did
sound tempting.
With the end of the massage came the cosmetic part of the session. A special stick was used to buffer the nail. This, I was told, was
done to remove any dryness or dust-related particles from the top
of the nail, thus enabling it to show off its inner shine. What normally
follows is a coating of nail polish, which I respectfully declined. Part
of my unwillingness to apply the nail polish was because of the argument delivered earlier by Noori about the constant use of the product.
“The continuous application of nail polish can be blamed for the wear
and tear of nails,” she says. “The nail is not being allowed to breathe
as there is a thick coating of colour blocking any oxygen from getting
through.”
One of the other reasons Noori strongly advises against overuse
of nail polish is nail polish remover. According to the salon owner,
the product has the potential to be cancerous. “Nail polish removers
have a certain kind of acidic quality within them that, when applied
too much, can end up eroding the nail”, Noori warned. “Therefore, it
is advised to not use nail polish remover too much.”
With that came the end of my mani-pedi session. I admired my
hands and feet, fully taking in their now super clean and soft look. As
I bid farewell to Noori and left the salon, I began to wonder; so much
of what we consider as mere frivolities actually carry a lot of weight
when it comes to proper health and hygiene. Such activities not only
keep your hands and feet neat and clean, they also enable you to
emerge from the session relaxed and completely refreshed. So don’t
let guilt put you down; book a mani-pedi session and see the difference for yourself!

After a thorough cleaning came the part of the session I had
anxiously been waiting for; the massage. Delicately and with
just the right amount of pressure, my hands and feet were massaged using massage cream. The girl used her thumb and index finger to apply pressure to the centre of my palm as well
as to the tips of my fingers. My feet were massaged right from
heel to big toe, with pressure applied to each section.

Up Close

Sania Mirza

Rani of the Court

I

t takes a lot of skill and commitment to
become a leading professional tennis
player, particularly in a country like India
which is heavily obsessed with cricket
and where people love their film stars more
than anything else. Proving one’s superiority
in tennis is not an ordinary task.
It becomes more challenging when it
comes to a young Muslim girl like Sania Mirza
who has proved her mettle playing superbly
on the tennis court and has also confronted those who openly disapprove women’s
participation in sports. Sania squarely faces
those people in India who have a baseless
aversion to Muslims in outdoor sports.
She has beaten all her opponents in
straight sets and become the face
of Indian tennis through her dedetermination and by achieving
excellence in a tough comcompetition game.
She is the numero uno
woman tennis player in India
and is internationally ranked
douas No. 1 in women’s douHinbles, along with Martina Hingis of Switzerland. Since March
2015, the pair has won three
consecutive Grand Slam
doubles
titles:
the 2015 US
Open,

the 2015 Wimbledon Championships and
the 2016 Australian Open.
Maintaining her supremacy for 10 years,
Sania Mirza remained the No. 1 player in India in both singles and doubles formats from
2003 to 2013 that is, until she announced
her retirement from the singles format owing
to a wrist injury. However, her doubles career
is still at its peak. She has established herself
as the most successful female tennis player
in India.
In singles, Sania has beaten such top
ranking players as Dinara Safina (Russia),
Victoria Azarenka (Belarus), Svetlana Kuznetsova (Russia), Marion Bartoli (France),
Vera Zvonareva (Russia) and Martina Hingis
(Switzerland).
Sania Mirza reached the
world 27th position in
beSingles in 2007, becoming the highestranked female tentennis player of India
ever.
Being a legend
tenin women’s tennis in her country,
Sania Mirza has
won 6 gold and 8
silver and bronze
medals at the AfroAsian Games, the
Commonwealth
Games and the

Asian Games. She has won six major titles in
women’s doubles and in mixed doubles and
has also won a Pro-level title in singles.
Sania became the first Indian female tennis player to successfully qualify for the WTA
Finals in 2014, which she won alongside
Cara Black of Zimbabwe and in the next
year in 2015, she defended her WTA title
in partnership with Martina Hingis. She also
happens to be the first Indian woman to win
a round at a Grand Slam tournament in the
Open Era.
Sania is an offensive baseliner with very
powerful ground strokes and is known for
setting up good attacks with the sheer velocity of her strokes. Her main strength is
her forehand as well as her volleying skills.
Her power game has drawn comparisons to
Romanian legend Ilie Nastase. She is also a
great returner of serve.
Up till now, Sania’s career earnings have
surpassed US$6 million, which makes her
the highest-paid female athlete in India.
In 2005, Time magazine listed Sania Mirza
among its ‘50 Heroes of Asia,’ and, in 2016,
she was named one of the 100 most influential people in the world. The Economic
Times, India’s leading business newspaper,
listed Sania Mirza as one of “33 women who
made India proud.”
In 2008, she was awarded an honorary
Doctor of Letters degree by the MGR Educational and Research Institute University
in Chennai. She has also served as the UN
Women’s Goodwill Ambassador for South
Asia in 2013.
Sania Mirza has published an autobiography ‘Ace against Odds,’ featuring her journey
as a professional female tennis player.
She was born in Mumbai on November
15,1986, to Imran Mirza, a builder and his
wife Naseema, who worked in the printing
business. Shortly after her birth, her family moved to Hyderabad where she and her
younger sister Anam were raised in a religious
Muslim family. She attended Nasr School in
Hyderabad and later graduated from St.
Mary’s College.
She is a distant relative of former cricket
captains Ghulam Ahmed of India and Asif
Iqbal of Pakistan. She took up tennis at the
age of six and has been coached by her father as well as Roger Anderson.
On April 12, 2010, Sania married Pakistani
cricketer Shoaib Malik and was referred to as
“Pakistan’s daughter-in-law.” Their cross border marriage has made them one of the most
famous couples in India and Pakistan.
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Click, Shop and Eat
For everything under the sun, from grocery shopping to transport to tailoring!
By Mahrukh Farooq

T

he start of the week brings with it a host
of different challenges, many of which
have a lot to do with one’s daily routine.
Contrary to what life was like barely 10 years
ago, the average person now actually has a
lot on his plate and is therefore constantly in
a state of motion while continuously juggling
between both professional and domestic responsibilities.
Take the commute to work, for example;
everyone is, unfortunately, painfully aware of
the challenges. Usually, when one misses
the bus or suffers a car breakdown or faces
a sudden shortage of drivers (a problem that
is all too common), a fair amount of preparation is in order for the eventual lecture or
scolding on tardiness which is almost always
delivered by a senior professional (who,
strangely enough, still manages to escape
the unpredictability of such circumstances).
Luckily, now most people can spare themselves the embarrassment by enlisting the
services of the country’s first ever online
car booking service, Careem. A well-known
brand in the Middle East, Careem has gradually managed to attain a rather favourable
reputation for itself in Pakistan, mainly due
to the extremely high level of convenience it
provides.
All one has to do is simply book a Careem
cab through their website or online app and
the nearest available car will be at their doorstep within minutes. Customers have the option of either typing in the directions to their
destination or letting the driver know. They
even have a choice between booking a car
immediately or for a later time.
Perhaps one of the biggest benefits Careem offers is the ability to track your driver.
In an environment where one’s valuables and
lives are constantly threatened, this feature
puts many an anxious mind at ease.
This new and surprisingly high level of automation is not just restricted to transport
though; many other companies are providing customers with effective online alternatives to traditional methods of daily activity.
A task as mundane as grocery shopping, for
example, is designed to make anyone groan.
Yet, with online alternatives such as Tazamart
and Gomart.pk, the tedious process of going
and standing in line at the checkout counter
can be easily avoided.
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Each of these sites offer a range of products in various categories such as fresh produce, beverages, babycare, personal care,
household items, frozen food and even pet
food. Customers need only to glance through
the website’s extensive list of items and pick
the ones they need and then proceed to the
checkout page where they will be required
to provide their personal contact information
for delivery. Many of these websites even offer the option of free delivery against a certain purchase amount, whereas others give
customers the chance to return damaged
goods free of charge.
You cannot ignore the countless number
of online shopping sites which offer customers everything under the sun. From blenders
to smart phones, these websites not only
offer a wide range of products and brands
for customers to choose from but also provide the convenience of quick and efficient
delivery. Need a Valentine’s Day gift for your
significant other? Simply log onto either
DealToday or LootLo.pk to select your ideal
gift and have it delivered to your loved one.
Not happy with what you got? Just call up
their customer support representatives, have
them collect the item and get your money
back. For anyone who is pressed for time
and still wants to make a good impression
with a nice birthday/anniversary/wedding
gift, these websites are a godsend.
Another major aspect of our lives, particularly of most women, is the need for efficient
stitching and tailoring. Gone are the days
when women would frequent the local tailor’s shop to complain about his most recent
design faux pas; now, many young women
are seen visiting apparel stores to get their
hands on the latest stitched designer outfits. Yet, there are some who reminisce the
time when they had the chance to design
their own clothes and ultimately be the talk
of the town. For such people, there is Stitch
My Fabric, an online sewing service for those
who don’t seem to find stitched outfits to
their taste and would rather benefit from
customised tailoring solutions (minus the
anguish).
Through Stitch My Fabric, customers can
browse through the range of designs offered
on the website and even personalize them
with custom necklines and sleeves. Then,
once the design has been decided, the customer can schedule a free pickup to provide

the tailor with a sample garment that is most
suited to their measurements. The fabric is
then individually cut, sewn and given a factory finish in five to eight days after which the
final product is delivered to the customer’s
doorstep. The process spares both customer and tailor unnecessary frustration that is all
too common in such situations.
After witnessing the speed with which
many people have adopted such solutions
as part of their daily routine, the restaurant
industry has also caught up with the trend.
Now customers need not go through the
cumbersome process of calling up their desired restaurant and waiting for their order
and address to be registered; online apps
like EatOye and FoodPanda offer them the
convenience of placing their order and registering their address, all through their smartphones. People need not have to repeat their
address each time they order; once they input the details to their location on the app,
it is saved for all future orders. EatOye even
offers customers with the option to book or
reserve a table at their favourite restaurant,
thus streamlining the entire process.
With so many new and viable online options for people to choose from, many existing brands have also begun to shift much
of their business online. TCS, Pakistan’s
leading courier service, has come out with
its own online shopping website, yayvo.
com. Literally meaning ‘This and That’, the
website offers a wide range of products in
diverse categories; from the latest designer
wear to today’s top trending gadgets. With
the highly efficient TCS courier service as
a selling salient feature, yayvo guarantees
quick and timely delivery of every product
imaginable, providing customers with a level
of convenience never before thought of.
By providing an online solution to virtually
every task that one can think of, these businesses are giving people the option to completely bring their daily routines up to speed.
There is a certain level of concern related to
such practices, though. They eliminate the
‘personal touch’ that exists between buyer
and seller and even has the potential to make
us ‘lazy’. Yet, there is no denying the utility of
these services, considering how complex life
is becoming.
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Grapevine
Sania’s Ace- At the launch of her autobiography ‘Ace against Odds,’ a news
hound asked Sania Mirza about her plans to finally settle down as a mother. Sania
hit back: “You don’t think I’m settled?” Was being number one not being settled?
Female players face questions first about their marriage and later about motherhood, she quipped. The newsman apologised.

Aamir and the waiter
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and Shah Rukh. Ironically, the remark came
right after Aamir chastened Salman Khan for
his rape comment.

Mawra says No Ranbir Kapoor’s per-

sonal life has been in news for quite some
time now. Post break-up with Katrina Kaif,
the Barfi actor made headlines for dating a Delhi-based girl and soon it was
confirmed that he isn’t in any relationship
and there was no truth in those rumours.
And now again the actor is in the spotlight
for his closeness to Pakistani girl Mawra
Hocane. Mawra’s fascination for Ranbir is
no secret. Is something cooking between
her and Ranbir? Mawra has rubbished all
such reports. Ranbir has praised Mawra for
her acting skills and says she is extremely
beautiful.

Ronaldo ahead Cristiano Ronaldo
might have succumbed to injury early on
in the Euro 2016 final but with Portugal going on to defeat France, the Real Madrid
forward added international honours to his
long list of club medals. The Argentinian Lionel Messi was said to be just a kick or two
away from adding honours for his country a
la Maradona and Pele. The moment came
and disappeared with his hastily announced
international retirement. Ronaldo can now
lay claim to the honour after the match with
France.

Fit and fine Parineeti Chopra is back.
She has removed needless fats and is aiming
to restart her career smartly in Dishoom. She
is doing an item number with Varun Dhawan.
She believes she used to be rather big and unhealthy a few years earlier and had to struggle
with her weight.

When Rani Travels

It’s been a
while since Rani Mukerji has been spotted on or off screen so when she was
photographed at Mumbai airport, her fans
were thrilled. Rani,
married
Yash
Raj Films boss
Aditya
Chopra
in 2014 and was
seen comfortably
dressed for her
flight in a jacket
and denims.
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Corporate Moves
Yousaf Baig Mirza has joined Channel 24
as Consultant.

Khurram Saleem has joined Urdu1 as
General Manager Sales
New Appointments
Ghazanfar Ali has become Country
General Manager IBM, Pakistan.

Faizan Ali has become Digital Marketing
Manager, HBL.

Faraz Malik Khan has become Deputy
General Manager, Huawei Pakistan.

Client

Advertising Agency

Bush-Pakistan

Creative Junction

Islamabad Hotel

Channel 7 Communications

Child Aid Association

Marksman Advertising

Huda Healthcare

Orient Communications

Paracha Vegetable Oil & Ghee Mills

Orient Communications
( for Commander Cooking Oil &
Commander Banaspatti Ghee )

Haseeb A. Gardezi has become Vice
President Operations, Hashoo Group.

Loads

Prometheus

Peoples University of Medical &

Synergy Advertising

Health Sciences for Women
M. Ashraf Bawany has become Chief
Executive and Managing Director, Linde
Pakistan.
Bilal Kazmi has become Chief Marketing
Officer, Telenor Pakistan.

Afghan Carpet

Wahedna D’Arcy
Change Of Agency

Client

New Advtg Agency Outgoing Agency

Quaid-e-Awam University Synergy Advertisng

X Nine Communications

of Engineering Science
Basir Shamsie has been appointed
Chairman, JS Investments.

& Technology
Associated Industries

No new agency appointed Orient Advertising
Additional Appointments

Fiaz Ahmad Chaudhry has become
Managing Director, NTDCL.

Aizaz Mansoor Sheikh has been
re-appointed CEO, Kohat Cement.

Client

Agency

International Islamic

Channel 7 Communications

University Islamabad

Manhattan Communications
Manhattan Pakistan
( Adgroup (Pvt.) Ltd. cleared )

Andrew Miskin has become President
of the Chartered Institute of Management
Accountants (CIMA).
Muhammad Iqbal Ghori has become
President of the Council of Institute of Cost
and Management Accountants (ICMA).

National Testing Service - Pakistan

Evernew Concepts, Kenad,
Midas Communications

Pak-Arab Refinery

Argus Advertising,
Manhattan International.
( BBCL cleared )

Tajwar Baig has become Chairperson
FPCCI Regional Standing Committee on
Corporate Relations and Communication.
Source: All Pakistan Newspapers Society (APNS)
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