
Maya Ali has strengthen her career in films and TV serials by following her own 
directions and she is doing the same to popularize her clothing brand 

Maya Pret-a-Porter. She co-founded it with her cousin sisters Zainab Qadeer 
and Ansa Qadeer. The trio is reinventing a whole new approach to fashion, 

specializing in contemporary festive dresses to ensure you look your finest.
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Editor’s Desk
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Despite the number of confirmed cases and the national 
positivity ratio going down, officials are already cautioning 

about a fourth wave hitting the country in July if Covid-19 
SOPs are not adhered to. According to the government, AI-
based disease modelling analysis reveals that the fourth wave 
could be a reality and that it is imperative that everyone gets 
vaccinated and takes necessary precautions.

Thankfully, Pakistan has seen the worst of the third wave. 
However, because of the high transmissibility of the Delta 
variant, poor SOP enforcement and limited vaccine coverage, 
the situation could worsen once again. Complacency appears 
to have set in across the country when it comes to following 
simple procedures such as wearing masks and maintaining 
social distancing.

The SAPM on Health, Dr Faisal Sultan also echoed this 
sentiment when he recently stated that SOPs are not being 
followed in letter and spirit and that the compliance rate had 
come down to 46 percent, which was at 75-80 percent a few 
weeks ago.

These warnings by government officials are concerning 
and they need to be taken seriously by citizens. There seems 
to be this growing perception that vaccinated individuals 
are somehow immune to the virus and this needs to be 
addressed. In fact, a recent study has revealed that Chinese 
Covid-19 vaccines are less effective against the Delta variant 
compared to other strains. It is crucial for the government to 
communicate clearly that there is no vaccine that provides 100 
percent protection.

It is encouraging to see that the government has recently 
procured two million doses of the Sinovac vaccine which 
will considerably enhance the daily average administration of 
doses across the country. However, considering the threat 
posed by the Delta variant, the authorities should be proactive 
and must consider placing orders for booster Covid-19 jabs 
- especially in light of the efficacy concerns regarding the 
Chinese vaccines. Drawing lessons from how the new variant 
has wreaked chaos across the border, Pakistan must act now 
if it is to avoid a similar fate.

Another Wave
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The Reunion 
This is related to the last month’s cover story titled ‘F.R.I.E.N.D.S - The 

Reunion’ recapturing the spark in a reunion special 17 years after the 
series finale.

From their very first moments swapping jokes and stories around the 
squashy chairs of Central Perk in 1993, the chemistry between Jennifer 
Aniston, Courteney Cox, Lisa Kudrow, Matt LeBlanc, Matthew Perry and 
David Schwimmer was so immediate and so natural that it became very 
easy for audiences to imagine that these friends were here to stay. The 
show entertained and reminded fans why they love the show.
Aliza Shahid,
Karachi, Pakistan

Load Shedding
Pakistan is facing the worst load-shedding this month. We 

are experiencing 5 to 6 hour load shedding with the pow-
er companies making lame excuses. Even when the power is 
functional, the voltage is so low that nothing works.

The price of electric-
ity is going up day by 
day on the pressure 
of IMF but we are de-
prived of the necessity. 
In various countries, 
electricity is provided 
on cheap rates to en-
courage customers to 
use maximum electric-
ity and give maximum 
earnings but in our country the logic is reversed.

WAPDA needs to be held accountable. Its lines, transform-
ers and other equipment are of the lowest quality and not 
approved by COC. There is a need to completely transform 
the system.
Minahil Shah,
Islamabad, Pakistan

Get Vaccinated
Vaccination is a safe 

and effective way to 
prevent disease and save 
lives – now more than ever. 
The arrival of safe, effec-
tive COVID-19 vaccines 
is a major development in 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
When we get vaccinated, 
we aren’t just protecting 

ourselves, but also those around us.
Today, vaccination is safe and side effects from a vaccine are 

usually minor and temporary, such as a sore arm or mild fever.
Remember, you are far more likely to be seriously injured by 

a vaccine-preventable disease than by a vaccine. For example, 
tetanus can cause extreme pain, muscle spasms (lockjaw) and 
blood clots, measles can cause encephalitis (an infection of 
the brain) and blindness. Many vaccine-preventable diseases 
can even result in death. The benefits of vaccination greatly 
outweigh the risks, and many more illnesses and deaths would 
occur without vaccines. So, get yourself vaccinated now!
Tabish Masood,
Karachi, Pakistan

Readers’ Thoughts

Memorial
It was very pleasing to learn that our national flag carrier, PIA 

is set to commence `PIA Sadpara Air Safari’ from Islamabad 
to Skardu one way in the comfortable environment of Airbus 
A-320 window seats 
and the passengers 
would be able to view 
many things includ-
ing majestic peaks of 
mighty K2, Gasher-
brum, Nanga Parbat 
etc, several glaciers in-
cluding Baltoro, Biafo, 
Bualtar etc, Deosai 
plains, Muztagh Tower, Concordia, Naran/Kaghan valley, Saiful 
Maluk and Ansoo lakes etc. The captain of the aircraft will give 
a real-time commentary to the passengers and all this will be 
followed by refreshments at the Shangrila resort. This is also a 
way to pay homage to our great hero and remember the late 
Ali Sadpara, an internationally famous mountaineer who lost 
his life while returning from K2 after his climb in the winters.
Namra Saeed,
Lahore, Pakistan
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Who Said That!

My time has come and I want to make the 
most of it.
– Muhammad Rizwan, Cricketer

Even if the end is imminent, the road is ours.
– Esra Bilgic, Actress

Compromise for your dream but never 
compromise on your dream. 
– Imran Khan, Prime Minister of Pakistan

I want every little girl who’s been told she’s 
bossy to be told again she has leadership 
skills. 
– Sheryl Sandberg, COO at Facebook

If you aren’t learning, you are regressing, 
because more growth comes from failure than 
from success.
– Shahid Khan, Businessman & 
Sports Tycoon

I wish life were an editing room where one could sit 
and edit all those embarrassing moments away.
– Mahesh Bhatt, Film Director

Follow your passion — and if you don’t know what 
it is, realize that one reason for your existence on 
earth is to find it.
– Oprah Winfrey, Author & TV Host

Either way, change will come. It could be bloody, 
or it could be beautiful. It depends on us.
– Arundhati Roy, Author

Drug Addiction
Drug addiction in our country has 

become a widespread habit among 
young girls and boys, especially students 
who are at great risk. Though the country 
is not a big producer or trafficker of 
drugs, it is among the world’s top users 
of illicit substances.

Americans are at the greatest risk of 
drug-related deaths and currently have 
the most people with prescription pain-
killer addictions in the world. Marijuana 
is the most commonly used illicit drug 
in America with 22.2 million current 
users while 3.8 million people misuse 
prescription painkillers. In addition, more 
Americans now report using heroin than 
in years past while cocaine use remains 
steady.

Though there are many rehab centres 
where drug addicts can get themselves 
cured, what we need to do is educate 
them as well. The government should 
also take strict measures to stop it by 
punishing the smugglers severely.
David Rank,
Ohio, U.S.

Online Tuitions
Education is an important part of 

everyone’s life but today the world 
is going to be more competitive than 
in past years. Nowadays, people are 
moving towards the technology using 
computers, laptops and mobile phones 
due to which their technological knowl-
edge and experience are also enhanc-
ing. Although online learning somehow 
reduces quality, it promotes creativity. 
Hence, the young generation should take 
benefit of the online system and encour-
age personal grooming.
Aadya Sharmin,
Khulna, Bangladesh



SLOGAN July 20218

Grapevine

Optimism Will Win

Fawad Chaudhry is one of the most opti-
mistic politicians in Pakistan. He seems 

to have a lot of confidence in Imran Khan’s 
leadership and his handling of the country. 
In fact, Mr. Chaudhry believes that the PTI 
would be voted again to power following 
the 2023 elections. If that is not optimism, 
then what is? 

Her Crime
A few days after the ceasefire between Palestine and Israel in the Gaza strip, 

Palestinian journalist Givaura Bidauri was covering a demonstration in the 
Shaikh Jarrah area of East Jerusalem. This part of the city is mostly populated by 
Palestinian Muslims. Givaura was apprehended by Israeli police and, after much 
manhandling, was locked up at a nearby police station. Her crime: not identifying 
herself to the police though they had known her for many years as an Al-Jazeera 
reporter.

Back in Action
She got the worst of it when the Pakistan 

National Assembly erupted during the Bud-
get session. The Treasury benches were trying 
to prevent Leader of the Opposition Shahbaz 
Sharif from making a speech. In the ruckus, 
as the ruling and opposition parliamentarians 
threw copies of Budget documents at each 
other, one landed on Maleeka Bukhari’s left 
eye, hurting her badly. However, being a true 
PTI stalwart, Ms. Bukhari was back in action 
a few days later, vehemently defending Prime 
Minister Imran Khan for linking women’s cloth-
ing to causes of rape.

Proud Pakistani
Shahrukh Khan, a flying officer in the 

Pakistan Air Force, made his country 
proud when he became the only Pakistani 
cadet to graduate from the US Air Force 
Academy in 2021. The US Embassy in 
Islamabad congratulated Khan on his 
achievement. “Congratulations to Flying 
officer Shahrukh Khan on becoming the 
only Pakistani cadet to graduate from the 
US Air Force Academy @AirForceGrads in 
2021,” wrote the embassy on Twitter. 
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Newsbeat

Governor, State Bank of Pakistan, 
Dr. Reza Baqir has been appointed 

Chairman of the General Assembly of 
Islamic Financial Services Board (IFSB) 
for 2022. His appointment was approved 
by the IFSB General Assembly at its 19th 
meeting.

Dr. Reza Baqir is currently serving as 
the Deputy Chairman of the Council of 
IFSB, which is also a senior executive and 
policy-making body, comprising heads of 
the regulatory and supervisory authorities 
on Islamic finance.

The IFSB, established in 2003 at 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, is an inter-

national standard-
setting organization 
that promotes and 
enhances the sound-
ness and stability of 
the global Islamic 
financial services 
industry by issuing 
prudential standards 
and guiding principles 
for the industry. To 
strengthen the regulatory and supervi-
sory infrastructure for the Islamic bank-
ing industry, the State Bank of Pakistan 
has over the years adopted various IFSB 

prudential standards and guidelines after 
necessary customization in light of the 
locally prevailing legal and regulatory 
environment.  

Pakistani actor Fawad Khan will soon be seen in, ‘Ms 
Marvel’. He is said to be joining Nimra Bucha and Samina 

Ahmad along with India’s Farhan Akhtar.
Directed by Meera Menon, Adil El Arbi, Sharmeen Obaid-

Chinoy and Bilall Fallah, ‘Ms. Marvel’ focuses on Kamala Khan 
(Iman Vellani), a Pakistani-American teen based in New Jersey. 
The superhero first appeared in 2014 as Marvel Comics’ first 
Muslim character to star in her own comic series. She will 
become Marvel Studios’ first onscreen Muslim hero. The series 
is set to release on Disney+ in late 2021. 

 Another ’Ms Marvel’ 
Adventure

Total PARCO Pakistan Limited (TPPL) and Careem have 
signed an agreement to provide Careem captains with 

TPPL’s mobility-related solutions at special discounts. 
Through the partnership, Careem captains are to receive a 
flat discount on purchase of TPPL’s fuels, lubricants and other 
services, like car wash and oil change at selected service 
stations. This will be integrated into Careem’s application so 
that captains can easily access the offer.

Careem is a leading hail ride provider while TPPL has a 
largefootprint as an oil marketing company. 

Total Discounts
for Careem

Dr. Reza Baqir Appointed 
Chairman, IFSB
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Newsbeat

Armeena Khan Turns Producer
Armeena Rana Khan, of  ‘Bin Roye’ and ‘Janaan’, has turned producer with 

her first short film ‘Snapshot’. She collaborated with Sharaz Ali who has 
directed, written and co-produced the short. They previously worked together 
in two films ‘Writhe’ and ‘The Stranger Within Me’. Both made it to Cannes Film 
Festival together in 2013 and 2014.

Armeena recently made her comeback to TV after a long hiatus with the serial 
‘Mohabbatein Chahtein’. She’s also been part of several international projects 
such as her British sci-fi short film ‘The Achilles Protocol’.  

Last year, Selena Gomez announced 
her makeup line ‘Rare Beauty’. It 
will be officially launch-

ing on September 3 at Se-
phora and on her official 
website. She enjoyed 
creating everything and 
couldn’t wait for people 
to try the brand.

The brand plans on 
going global as it will be 
launched in Turkey, France, Spain, 
Germany and the Middle East. The name 
of Pakistan wasn’t mentioned. However, 
when a social media user asked whether 
there would be a possibility of the brand 
making it to the Pakistani market, the 
brand gave a positive response.  

Salena’s Beauty 
Oscar-nominee and Emmy 

Award winner, Riz Ahmed is 
well-known for his activism as 

his projects like ‘Sound of Metal’ and 
‘The Night Off’. However, he 

has taken the fight against 
discrimination one step 
ahead by launching an 
initiative for Muslim repre-
sentation in films.

The actor made an 
announcement 

on Twitter that 
he will be 
launching 
something 
big in part-
nership with 
the USC 
Annenberg 
Inclusion 
Initiative, 
the Ford 
Foundation 
and Pillars 
Fund.

He  said 
later that in 

light of USC 

Annenberg’s new study on Muslim 
representation in media, where less 
than 10% of top grossing films from 
2017-2019 had a Muslim character on 
screen and less than 2% of those char-
acters had speaking roles, the coalition 
has created the Blueprint for Muslim 
Inclusion, as well as the Pillars Artiste 
Fellowship, offering selected grantees 
an unrestricted award of $25,000.

The fellowship’s advisory board 
includes Muslim artistes like Riz Ahmed, 
Mahershala Ali, Ramy Youssef, Lena 
Khan, Sana Amanat, Karim Amer, Rosa 
Attab, Nida Manzoor, Jehane Noujaim 
and Hasan Minhaj.

Riz calls for the industry to change. 

Riz Ahmed - Changing Perceptions

‘The Night Off’. However, he 
has taken the fight against 

discrimination one step 
ahead by launching an 
initiative for Muslim repre
sentation in films.
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he will be 
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the USC 
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Newsbeat

New Line Cinema and Warner 
Brothers Animation are working 

on a new film titled ‘The Lord of the 
Rings: The War of the Rohirrim’. The 
film will cover the history behind the 
fortress at Helm’s Deep whose battle 
is one of the most exciting parts of 
the entire original trilogy.

The anime film is being directed by 
Kenji Kamiyama from a screenplay by 
Jeffrey Addiss and Will Matthews.  

‘LORD OF THE 
RINGS’ ANIME 
VERSION

SOC Films has released ‘Siyani Sahe-
lian’ on YouTube. It is an adolescent 

girls documentary that highlights SOC 
Films’ collaborative flagship program 
with Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA) 
focusing on girls’ education in South 
Punjab.

With a campaign like Siyani Sahelian, 
both SOC Films and ITA aim to tackle 
gender inequality. The program has 
already empowered 36,000+ out-of-
school adolescent girls in South Punjab 

through post-primary opportunities for 
learning gains, Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training [TVET], liveli-
hoods and life skills.

This film highlights the importance of 
female participation in society as they 
actively try and fulfil their civic responsi-
bilities.  

Siyani Sahelian 

Sajal Aly is appearing 
in Atif Aslam’s new 

music video ‘Rafta Rafta’. 
She was in Skardu shoot-
ing for the video. People 
are eagerly waiting for the 
song and video.

Sajal’s versatility shines 
bright. Her web series 
‘Dhoop Ki Deewar’ with 
-husband Ahad Raza Mir 
is currently showing on 
Zee5. 

Sajal Aly in ‘Rafta Rafta’

Ali Sethi Supports Palestinians
Singer Ali Sethi has released 

a new track titled ‘Yakjehti 
Mein’ in solidarity with the 
Palestinians who are suffering at 
the hands of the Israeli  forces.

The track was made for Radio 
Alhara and broadcast live from 
Bethlehem on May 25 in solidar-
ity with the people of Palestine. 
Ali has incorporated two famous 
poems ‘Hum Dekhenge’ and ‘Aaj 
Bazaar Mein’ by Faiz Ahmed Faiz, 
with permission of the Faiz Foun-
dation. ‘Yakjehti Mein’, in collabo-
ration with American composer Nicolas Jaar, is a masterpiece 
with eye-opening poetry that jolts one’s soul. The singer has 

used silence, pauses and 
sounds of instruments intel-
ligently to emphasize on the 
heart-hitting lyrics. The song 
narrates the conversation 

between Ali and Nicolas about veils, solidarity and the poems 
of Faiz Ahmed Faiz.  
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Cover Story

M
aya Ali has strengthen 
her career in films 
and TV serials by 
following her own 
directions and 
she is doing 
the same to 
popularize her 

clothing brand Maya Pret-a-Porter. She 
co-founded it with her cousin sisters 
Zainab Qadeer and Ansa Qadeer. 
The trio is reinventing a whole new 
approach to fashion, specializing 
in contemporary festive dresses to 
ensure you look your finest.

The designer trio work towards 
reviving Pakistan’s precious craft and 
artisans techniques to create festive 
collections relevant to modern day 
sensibilities. The outfits represent the 
pinnacle of Asian craftsmanship and 
are unsurpassed for their quality and 
attention to details. 

The brand vision is to take Pakistan 
to the world by using fashion as a 
medium to connect to their global 
audience and to combine traditional 
aesthetics with modern designs.

Maya Pret-a-Porter’s first Capsule 
collection is named ‘Gul Bahaar’ 
which is an exquisite amalgamation 
of luxurious fabrics and splendid 
hues teamed with exuberant 
embroidered motifs and 
traditional embellishments. 
The valley of ‘Gul Bahaar’ 
features various styles and 
the speciality of each of the 
designs is that each one 
has a name particularly 
destined to it.

‘Shehzil Jaan’ is full 
of beauty, fantasy 
and mystery. It 
presents embellished 
organza shirt with 
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Cover Story

intricate embroidery paired with Korean raw 
silk chooridar pajama that can fulfil all your 
ceremonial needs. Finished with a touch of chatta 
embellishment on organza dupatta made it reinforcing 
divine.

Enthralled by the gorgeous hues, contemporary silhouettes 
and delicate motifs, ‘Sehrunisa’ explores a blue hand embellished 
Korean raw silk shirt and trouser, complimented by a vibrant and 
playful tie n dye pure organza embellished 
dupatta. The intricate designing and 
graceful cut of the outfit makes one 
the epitome of timeless elegance and 
charm.

Eternal sunshine of the spotless 
‘Nazneen’ will leave you awestruck. 
This divine mustard hand embellished 
Korean raw silk shirt is paired with 
equally elegant Korean raw silk shalwar, 
finished off with a beautiful border. The outfit 
is completed with a double shaded organza 
dupatta to manifest one’s unforgettable 
allure.

Having a fully adorned fairy tale vibe, 
‘Zarminay’ is bound to look exquisite 
with a twirling emotion of traditional 
peshwaz with chooridar pajama. It is 
paired with a similarly hued organza 
dupatta with an intricate embellished 
border on all four sides to make an 
elegant, chic and Anarkali statement.

‘Hoor Pari’ is a perfect balance 
of formal yet minimalistic look 
weaved in pastel sparklers 
uplifting the awe of onlookers. 
It showcases divine baby 
pink hand-embellished 
pure organza shirt with a 
deftly adorned neckline 
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paired with comfy trousers and organza dupatta from the pastel 
colour palette to complete the look.

‘Jahan Ara’ is a fitted white Korean raw silk shirt with breath-
taking hand embroidery adorning the whole outfit. The look is 
complimented with a white ghaagra crafted to celebrate the 
intricate details of traditional splendor and intricately beautified 
organza dupatta. One can never go wrong with a bold white 
statement piece.

Based on the classic colour schemes of black and gold, 
‘Dilruba’ features a Korean raw silk shirt with bold working around 
the neckline. The black organza 
dupatta with gold floral 
embroidery towards the 
end and a simple Korean 
raw silk trouser perfectly 
balances the look making 
you feel effortlessly 
sophisticated and elegant.

In just a few days, Maya 
Pret-a-Porter has able to 
make headlines with people 
gushing over their new 
Capsule Collection ‘Gul 
Bahaar’. The brand will 
soon be launching 
other collections. 
Stay tuned! 
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Pret-a-Porter has able to 
make headlines with people 
gushing over their new 
Capsule Collection ‘Gul 
Bahaar’. The brand will 
soon be launching 
other collections. 
Stay tuned! 
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Social Media Detox

Y
ears ago, we all joined 
social media as a new 
method of communi-
cation with our loved 
ones and interact with 
people across the 
globe. However, is 
social media providing 

the ease and comfort it was introduced 
for? The pandemic restrained us to the 
boundaries of our homes and we found 
social media as a way of connecting with 
people when we could not meet them in 
person. Staying home all day, with nothing 
better to do than vigorously use social 
media, introduced us to the dark side of 
this technology. While we were familiar 
that this negative side of social networking 
sites had always been in existence, not 
every person had experienced it.

Cyberbullying, mean comments, un-
necessary arguments with strangers  are 
all part of the long list of cons of social 
media. Without our knowing, social media 
has crept its way into our lives and has 
now become an integral part that we can-
not abandon at any cost. A recent diagno-
sis called FOMO – Fear of Missing Out – 
has developed among social media users. 
It is a social anxiety that compels users 
to check their notifications, DMs and sta-
tuses every 10 minutes for a new update, 
fearing that they might skip something 
and would later find it trending while they 
would remain in oblivion. This condition is 
endemic among young adults, especially 
those whose lives are entirely technology-
dependent. At the worst stage, you could 
also become a victim of panic and anxiety 
attacks as it will keep nagging you in your 
subconscious.

In 2020, Netflix launched a documen-
tary called “The Social Dilemma” that 
revealed how social media is controlling 
our lives. Ex-employees of famous social 
networking sites came forward to unveil 
the dark truth. One of them said that you 
either check your phone in the morning 
when you wake up or when you are in 
the bathroom and there is no third option. 
This shows the gravity of the situation 
and how addicted we have become. 

The use of cookies is so powerful that 
the user’s screen time increases without 
their knowledge when they are showing 
things of their liking. “The technology that 
connects us also controls us”, according 
to a documentary. It released exclusive 

information and experiments on users 
and the strong impact it had on our daily 
lives. A study conducted on 5000 people 
proved that close association with social 
media resulted in a decline in mental and 
physical health. Hate speech, extreme 
campaigns and false news have doubled 
in the past 2 years, according to the docu-
mentary. Cybercrime is at its apex in the 
21st century.

Narcissistic behaviour is also promoted 
through excessive social media use. 
According to the film, while uploading a 
picture, users expect an inflow of likes and 
comments. When this does not happen, 
they feel that they are not admired and 
crave even more attention. On the one 
hand, as we are making efforts to break 
society’s stereotypes and, on the other, 
social media users are driving themselves 
once again towards the need for society’s 
approval – something activists are trying to 
escape. A trend is common among blog-
gers called “Instagram vs. Reality”. The 

lives of people portrayed on the screen 
are not everything they do. It is just one 
aspect of it. We compare ourselves with 
them and degrade our existence. 

Often, our stance on various issues is 
dictated by social media as we are only 
familiar with one side of the coin. False 
news spreads faster than the truth. We 
believe in everything displayed on that 
LED screen, instead of doing our own 
research. There’s an infinite amount of in-
formation available out there. We need to 
see for ourselves what part of it we must 
absorb and what to ignore.

But how to suppress this dangerous 
impact on human lives? Many online influ-
encers have started a trend called “Social 
Media Detox”. They encourage their 
followers to join them one day a week or 
month in which they completely abandon 
the use of social media. Many have said 
that this practice has had an incredibly 
positive effect on their mental health and 
their day-to-day productivity. Routinely 
cutting off connection with social media 
helps users to overcome FOMO as well. 

“All of humanity’s problems stem from 
man’s inability to sit quietly in a room 
alone.” - Blaise Pascal. 

Generation Z neglects the importance 
of little things in life that make it valuable 
and add spice to it. Walk in the park and 
you would find people’s hearing restrained 
by earphones. The purpose of exercis-
ing in open air is to connect with nature 
and feed your soul. How is that possible 
by shutting down the world through loud 
music? We have become so addicted to 
technology that it is impossible to aban-
don it even for a few minutes.

Sitting in a room full of people, you 
notice that everyone’s eyes are glued to 
their mobile phone screens. But some 
people loathe the use of this infecting 
technology. The question arises that as 
people are practicing social media detox 
and realizing the lethal impact of it on their 
daily lives, will humanity go back to an age 
of meeting people in person and hand-
written letters? We may not be able to 
completely reverse to a non-social media 
world, but we should not allow our lives to 
be overruled. 

BY IBRA AAMIR
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Set in the fictional land of 
Kumandra and based on real 
Southeast Asian cultures, 

‘Raya and the Last Dragon’ is an 
animated Disney adventure about a 
warrior princess on a mission. It’s a 
story of a girl who lives in a frag-
mented world divided by hate and 
lust for power.

Directed by Don Hall and Carlos 
López Estrada, the film takes us 
back to days where thousands of 
years ago, people used to live in 
peace and harmony with the mysti-
cal dragons. When a purple-black 
blob monster - the Druunes  - which 
turns anyone it touches into stone,  
rises to attack the land, magical 
dragons unite their forces into a gem 
and the last water dragon named 
Sisu (Awkwafina) uses the gem to 
vanquish the enemy. While the magic 
works and all the people came back 
to life, unfortunately, the dragons do 
not.

But instead of mourning over the 
loss of their warrior dragons, lust 
for power takes over and people 
became greedy for the jewel stone, 
further dividing Kumandra into five 
countries; Heart, Fang, Spine, Talon 
and Tail. Each of them is named after 
a part of the dragon.

500 years later, Heart’s Chief Benja 
(Daniel Dae Kim) invites the people 
of the five kingdoms for a truce to 
reunite Kamundra that now lies in 
ruins. Since the stone resides with 
Benja, other kingdoms believe that 
Heart is a thriving land because they 
have the magical gem.

Following her father’s footsteps, 
Raya (Kelly Marie Tran), the princess 
of Heart trained to be the guardian 
of the dragon jewel, befriends the 
princess of Fang Namaari (Gemma 
Chan) and shows her the place 
where the gem is kept. Chaos 

breaks out when Fang tries to steal 
the gem, further breaking it into five 
pieces and reactivating the Druunes 
who again turns many, including 
Raya’s father, into stone.

Legend says that the last water-
dragon Sisu is still alive somewhere 
and that’s who Raya has to find to 
make things right again. Six years 
later, Raya embarks on a quest to 
find Sisu and the pieces of stone to 
bring everyone together and fulfil her 
father’s vision of loyalty. During the 
journey, she encounters a variety of 
misfits from a junior restaurateur and 
boat captain Boun (Izaac Wang) to 
the one-eyed warrior Tong (Benedict 
Wong) and Little Noi (Thalia Tran), 
a con baby who uses her cuteness 
as an alley. Hesitant at first but soon 
they bond over their shared trauma 
of the Drunnes. Raya evades every 
danger during her journey but her 
real battle is to let go of her rage 
after Namaari’s betrayal.

Raya leads the charge of the clan 
as she is fierce and has an endear-
ing quality. She has just the right mix 
of vulnerability and strength in her 
character and thus stands out as 
a role model who exhibits courage 
and perseverance. Paired with ever-
cheerful Sisu, the two form a bond 
that brings the laughs and emotional 
weight the film needs. Sisu’s comic 
performance is captivating, making 
the character look innocent. Her 
goofiness and humour are hilarious 
at times. Sisu beautifully portrays the 
last water dragon which has very 
little self-awareness.

Namaari represents a young 
woman forced by her mother to 
act against her own beliefs. Her 
conflict with Raya becomes the 
central relationship of the film with 
both standing at a crossroads as to 
whether they should only look out 
for their own people or think for the 
entire Kumandra.

Chief Benja and Raya showcase a 
heart-touching father/daughter duo 
in just a few scenes. Captain Boun’s 
smooth-talking and his famous 
shrimp congee save the day every 
time while rough and tough Warrior 
Tong is both funny and brave. The 
most adorable character is the con 
baby Little Noi who ultimately joins 
the Kumandra gang. The characters 
feel both classic and new at the 
same time, embodying versatility 
with awe-inspiring visuals. The whole 
ensemble strikes a nice balance 
between realism and the mystical, 
bringing their A-game.

The film emphasises the impor-
tance of trust, forgiveness, reconcili-
ation and overcoming prejudice to 
heal a broken world. It highlights fal-
libility and the uncertainty that often 
accompanies courage just as Raya 
did in reuniting the world.

While the film lacks the usual Dis-
ney musical numbers, it has some 
striking imagery that Disney has ever 
produced. The animation is fresh and 
invigorating with an equal amount of 
action. Inspired by Southeast Asian 
countries, Kumandra unfurls some 
breath-taking shots. Bright colours 
and beautiful animation mixed with 
intelligent creativity makes Kumandra 
stand out from other Disney settings. 
Filmmakers Don Hall and Carlos 
López Estrada produce one of the 
most visually escapist Disney films 
for a good while. 

TRUST IS THE KEY
RAYA AND THE LAST DRAGON



17SLOGAN July 2021

Review

T
V

 S
E

R
IA

L

SHEHNAI

SOMETHING DIFFERENT
By Syeda Maham Rasheed

The Pakistani TV serial sector 
is high on emotions as we 
mostly see female leads 

crying on television just for the 
sake of entertainment because 
there is a misconception that a 
TV play is not even close to good 
unless the main female lead is in a 
pool of tears. Perhaps that is why 
we rarely get to see a happy-go-
lucky play like ‘Shehnai’ that offers 
something different.

Broadcast on ARY Digital, the 
serial ‘Shehnai’ is making waves 
with its unique storyline. Produced 
under iDream Productions and 
directed by Ahmed Bhatti who 
is known for ‘Ghissi Pitti Mohab-
bat’, ‘Thora Sa Haq’ and ‘Baydardi’, 
‘Shehnai’ is a fun and comic take 
on a love story. It is a breath of fresh 
air where even serious situations 
are handled in a fun and comic way 
that makes you laugh and smile. The 
happening OST, released as an initial 
teaser, further serves as the cherry 
on top, portraying ‘Shehnai’ as a feel-
good story.

Based on the joint family system, 
‘Shehnai’ is a story of two childhood 
friends Meerab (Affan Waheed) and 
Bakht (Ramsha Khan) and how they 
end up together. The story starts with 
Bakht’s father Absar (Javed Sheikh) 
being worried about his only daughter 
Bakht as suitors keep rejecting her 
despite her being an educated and 
pretty girl. But Absar is not aware that 
it is his daughter who shoos away 
every suitor as she loves a deceitful 
boy Hunain (Hammad Shoaib) who is 
an MBA and is looking for a job.

Comes Absar’s friend and neigh-
bour Zubair (Shehryar Zaidi) whose 
son Meerab is a chartered accoun-
tant and is visiting from London. Both 

Absar and Zubair find their children 
a compatible match and hence 
decide to tie the knot. While Bakht is 
reluctant to reject the proposal once 
again, Meerab is as reluctant to marry 
her as he likes his colleague Samreen 
(Mahan Amir). But because he is a 
kind-hearted soul and finds it difficult 
to say no to his parents, Bakht and 
Meerab land in an arranged engage-
ment, soon to get married.

‘Shehnai’ further unfolds the 
characters of Samreen and Hunain 
showcasing how materialistic they 
both are. Unaware of their traits, 
Meerab and Bakht help each other in 
getting back together with their lovers 
but sooner or later come to terms 
with the fact that they indeed are a 
perfect match, just like their parents 
predicted.

Ramsha’s character of Bakht 
reminds one of her performance 
as Samina in ‘Ghisi Piti Muhabbat’. 
Though she remains uncertain as 
Samina, her lively character Bakht 
might find her happily-ever-after in 
‘Shehnai’. Affan portrays Meerab as a 
calm person who, amid all the chaos, 

always tries to keep his act together. 
Though the serial has powerful main 
leads, every cast member matters, 
offering more leverage to the support-
ing cast to perform with determina-
tion.

Behroze Sabzwari and Javed 
Sheikh perfectly portray the role of 
responsible fathers. Their energy in 
their roles is commendable. Samina 
Ahmed as Daadi acts with ease and 
Salma Hassan as Tooba instantly 
generates smiles. Being a material-
istic girl, Maham Aamir as Samreen 
uses her innocence to get what she 
wants while Hammad Shoaib as Hu-
nain depicts an intelligent con man. 
Saleem Meraj as Kaifee Bhai stands 
out with his comic timing.

The Pakistani TV audience has 
been craving for a funny rom-com for 
a long time and ‘Shehnai’ seems to 
fulfil that need. Intelligently written by 
Radian Shah, ‘Shehnai’ presents a 
perfect picture of how a joint fam-
ily system works. It is interesting to 
watch a mad family and their shenani-
gans. The overall story is different but 
still feels real. 
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Emotional bursts, tragic turns, 
rigid decisions, endless ef-
forts, sharing pain and giggles 

with margarita cheers, all packaged 
in a bundle of ten episodes, ‘Sweet 
Magnolias’ is one of the most popu-
lar series on Netflix. Based on the 
novel, Sweet Magnolias, by Sherryl 
Woods, the American series was 
developed by Sheryl J. Anderson.

The story revolves around three 
South Carolina women, Maddie 
Townsend (JoAnna Garcia Swisher) 
who is separated from her husband 
Bill (Chris Klein) and is trying to get 
back into the professional field, 
Dana Sue Sullivan (Brooke Elliott) 
who is a chef and owner of a res-
taurant named Sullivan’s and Helen 
Decatur (Heather Headley) who is an 
accomplished attorney. They all are 
juggling with their life hurdles, figur-
ing out the best possible ways to 
balance romance, career and family. 
Together they are called Sweet Mag-
nolias.

Maddie ends her marriage as her 
husband Bill has cheated on her, 
with Noreen (Jamie Lynn Spears) 
who was a nurse at his doctor’s. 
Maddie has three children named 
Tyler (Carson Rowland), a pitcher on 
his high school’s baseball team, Kyle 
(Logan Allen), a shy little theatre boy 
and sweet little Katie (Bianca Berry 
Tarantino) who prays every night to 
hook up her family together. Maddie 
continues exploring and refining her-
self as a strong resourceful woman 
who has a lot of support from her 
Magnolia friends Helen and Dana.

Dana too faces hard times build-
ing a friendly relationship with her 
daughter Annie (Anneliese Judge) 
and Annie also fails to understand 
her mother as she finds her guilty for 
not forgiving her father, which leads 

to their separation. Dana tries to 
maintain a work-life balance without 
opening up to anyone.

Helen plays the strongest role, 
holding up the issues of the people 
of Serenity, the members of Mag-
nolias and her own. Helen juggles 
between training the students of 
Coach Cal Maddox (Justin Bruen-
ing), reuniting families, dealing with 
Dana’s husband and running a Spa 
where women can unwind, relax and 
escape the dramas of their lives. 
The Spa was a life-long dream of 
the Sweet Magnolias of transforming 
a historic mansion of Frances Wing-
ate into a corner Spa.

The series revolves around Mad-
die and her children. At one point, 
she is so concerned for Tyler that it 
leads to her fight with Cal Maddox 
as she believes that he is pressuring 
her son to skip university and join a 
baseball team. The mystery of Eric 
remains unrevealed till the end while 
Tyler’s  ignorance towards Kyle leads 
to the series cliffhanger.

Viewers are waiting for another 
season which, according to reports, 
can be expected in 2022. That will 
answer Netflix fans, critics, and 
viewers their questions as to who 

was the partner beside Kyle in the 
car crash? Could Issac find his 
real parents? Is there any motherly 
relationship between Issac and 
Dana? Will Eric and Helen tie the 
knot in future? Most importantly, will 
the car crash bring a new storm in 
the friendship of Sweet Magnolias? 
And will Tyler ever join the baseball 
team? New questions will arise and 
old ones will be answered.

‘Sweet Magnolias’ brings a nice 
refreshing glass of sweet tea; ingre-
dients include three strong-willed 
best friends, plenty of good-looking 
men, an inviting small town, and a 
whole lot of Southern charm. The 
dialogues blows off the motivational 
levels of the viewers to another level, 
one of which is by Helen Decatur 
that summarizes the concept of 
Sweet Magnolias and people in real. 
“I truly, truly believe that there is not 
a problem in this world that cannot 
be solved by having a drink and a 
talk with the two of you.”

Sheryl J. Anderson, in the second 
season, will definitely have to pull 
up her socks not just to keep the 
Netflix audience intact but to stream 
up a new audience for a successful 
big hit. 

STORMS NEVER STOP
SWEET MAGNOLIAS

to their separation. Dana tries to to their separation. Dana tries to was the partner beside Kyle in the was the partner beside Kyle in the 
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