
Nishat Linen takes an initiative to celebrate and honour the strong, 
resilient and multitalented women of Pakistan through its Spring/

Summer’21 campaign by featuring women who have the title of ‘Wife, 
Mom and Boss’ and are successfully juggling all the roles.
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Editor’s Desk
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Once thought of as one of the world’s most dangerous countries, Paki-
stan is back in the spotlight, but this time as a budding tourist destina-

tion. The government — led by former cricket star Imran Khan — has an 
amazing opportunity to leverage this interest into economic development, 
but in a country prized for its natural beauty, sustainable growth must be a 
priority.

Tourists have long been drawn to Pakistan to experience a country that 
boasts rugged natural beauty, cultural richness, and unparalleled hospitality. 
But Pakistan’s massive tourism potential, touting everything from the world’s 
second-highest mountain to impressive archeological ruins dating back to 
the 10th century, has been overshadowed by safety concerns and regional 
instability.

Yet in recent years the country has been heavily invested in growing its 
tourism industry. And Pakistan has been lauded by publications like Forbes 
and Condé Nast Traveler as a top destination for 2020 and even received a 
highly publicized visit from Prince William and Kate Middleton last October.

Unfortunately, Pakistan’s tourism industry took a toll due to COVID-19. 
The KP Tourism Department Spokesperson Latif-ur-Rehman has previously 
revealed that the province lost Rs10 billion due to the pandemic. As pre-
dicted, the lockdown for many months and all-out restrictions on travel hit 
the industry hard.

Many small and medium enterprises (SMEs) operating in the tourism 
sector are significantly affected by the measures that the government took 
against the spread of the pandemic. Apart from the financial losses the 
industry experienced, many people dependent on tourism activities for 
their livelihood are now unemployed. They and their families have become 
extremely vulnerable, as they are jobless. The government must intervene 
and take adequate measures to save them so that the tourism sector can 
recover swiftly.

While the sector is recovering, the government must bring further im-
provements to the industry. The Punjab government’s launching of ‘Punjab 
Tourism’ app is a great initiative. Facilitating travellers through an app will un-
doubtedly boost local as well as international tourism in the province. Other 
provincial governments must follow suit.

Being one of his priority economic sectors, Prime Minister (PM) Imran 
Khan needs to evaluate the present situation of the tourism industry. World 
Tourism Day observed on September 27 highlighted the grievances of the 
sector, the urgent need for it to regain momentum and the possible improve-
ments in the industry. Without solving these outstanding issues, transforming 
Pakistan into heaven for tourists will remain an unrealised dream.

Undoubtedly, Pakistan’s landscape is exceptionally diverse. From lofty 
highlands to rich alluvial savannahs of Punjab, from vast deserts to the 
almost untouched shores, Pakistan’s landscapes are just as good, if not bet-
ter, as compared to tourist countries like Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia. 
The federal and provincial governments can capitalise on our natural diversity 
to make tourism a chief source of revenue.

Rejuvenating Tourism
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Of Bling and Colour
This is related to the last month’s cover story titled ‘Festive Mix of Print 

and Embroidery’ highlighting the year’s first show by designer Zainab 
Chottani showcasing her eclectic collection ‘Bagh-e-Ishq’ taking inspira-
tion from the rich art and architecture of the Ottoman Empire. Featuring 
sublime mix of 50 different eastern and contemporary silhouettes for 
both men and women, the show wrapped up aptly with an exuberant 
burst of fireworks splayed out over Karachi’s Jahangir Kothari Parade.
Natasha Kashif,
Karachi, Pakistan

Value the Talent
Music indeed has the power to bind us all together as 

we have been hearing it since our childhood, from lul-
labies to songs of these days. The singers have also contrib-
uted a great deal in the music industry but shouldn’t they be 
first acknowledged in their own country rather perusing the 
international world? Of course, they should be but that is the 
problem with Pakistan, they don’t usually value the talent 
they have until it is used by some other country. It’s high 
time Pakistan start valuing their people or else they won’t 
hesitate to lend their voice outside their country.
Haris Mustafa,
Lahore, Pakistan

Political Comedy
You must have come across comedy shows on Pakistani 

television channels and heard repugnant sentences 
mocking a caste or race. This is both infuriating and depress-
ing. Where is our television industry headed to? Our drama 
industry has 
the poten-
tial and the 
resources to 
create mean-
ingful comedy 
then why be-
ing a racist 
has become 
the breed-
ing grounds of slapstick comedy here? It is very important 
to maintain the necessary balance of political correctness 
in comedy. We just need to steer our energy in a direction 
which is a little less commercial and more impactful.
Tahir Abid,
Islamabad, Pakistan

Readers’ Thoughts

Forced marriages are quite common in Pakistan especially in rural areas, 
where mostly women are compelled to get married against their will, in most 

cases with men far older than them. Many girls come under emotional pressure 
from their family to tie the knot, at times with men they have not even seen prior 
to the marriage. The menace of forced marriage has led to women committing 
suicide or has mentally upset them. Many resort to leaving their homes without 
their parents knowing. Islam allows women to marry on their own free will but 
the conservative mindset prevails. Rather than asking the will of the girl, parents 
decide everything for her. This needs to be changed. Consent is important.
Philip Jones,
London, England

Forced Marriages
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Who Said That!

“I don’t tweet, I don’t go on Facebook. I 
think there’s too much information about all 
of us out there. I’m liking the idea of privacy 
more and more.”  
- George Clooney, American actor.

“One cannot afford to be nostalgic about the 
past and cling onto it.” 
 - Sharmila Tagore, Indian actress.

 “I feel an independent accountability commission 
should audit all government services.”
- Imran Khan, Prime Minister of Pakistan.

When you hurt people, they begin to love 
you less. That’s what careless words do. 
They make people love you a little less. 
– Arundhati Roy, Indian author

“Pakistan is a country of great potential. It’s a 
country with hardworking entrepreneurial and 
resilient people.’-Sania Nishtar, Pakistan 
Prime Minister’s Special Assistant on 
Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety.

“I arrived at CNN with a suitcase, with my bicycle, 
and with about 100 dollars.” 
- Christiane Amanpour, CNN Anchor.

Hapless Karachi
What has Karachi done to deserve 

the kind of treatment it is getting? 
It is Pakistan’s largest city, its economic 
and industrial hub, the capital of Sindh 
and one of the world’s major cities. Kara-
chi contributes over 60% revenue to the 
national budget and some 90% to the 
provincial budget. However, it continues 
to lack in basic amenities such as mass 
transport, water supply, a sewerage sys-
tem, housing for the people, a proper city 
road network and general city manage-
ment. 

The key people in the PTI government 
from the President and Prime Minister 
down, all got elected from Karachi. It is 
highly unlikely they will be elected again.
Sumera Usman
Karachi, Pakistan

Child Labour
In Pakistan, many poor children are 

forced to work at a very young age 
to earn money for their families. Thus, 
the children are not able to have much 
education due to which, in many situa-

tions, they are not 
truly respected and 
often do not get 
their rights as they 
are not self-aware. 
Such children 
usually end up as 
maids, servants, 
etc.

Every year more than 12.5 million 
children adopt labour in Pakistan. This is 
mainly due to deep-seated poverty in so-
ciety. This can be prevented  by spread-
ing awareness among the poor families 
by facilitating them with free education 
and helping them financially. 
Fariha Sharaf,
Karachi, Pakistan

“If I really want to relax I mess about in my garden 
(it’s the farmer in me).” 
- Stephen Sackur, BBC HARDtalk host.

“How many diamonds can you retrieve from one 
single mine; there has to be an end somewhere. I 
don’t see any natural fast bowler after me.” 
- Shoaib Akhtar, Pakistan Cricketer.
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Grapevine

Organic Followers
Aiman Khan says her 8 million Instagram 

followers are ‘organic’. She  has set the 
record straight about her ‘buying’  Insta-
gram followers. Says she,“My Instagram 
following is 100% organic, I don’t know why 
people even question that?”  She adds, 
“I joined Instagram when there were very 
few people on the app. And my followers 
grew progressively. I have never planned my 
content. I just post when I have something 
and that works for me.”

High Hopes
Quetta Gladiators captain Sarfaraz Ahmed has high hopes for his franchise 

this year. He is not the Pakistan captain anymore but is confident that his 
squad in the PSL will bring back the HBL trophy this time around, as it did in 
2019. The Quetta Gladiators failed miserably in PSL’s fifth edition. The team is 
called the Quetta Gladiators but there is hardly anyone playing in it from Quetta 
or Balochistan.

Another Turk

Who is Gulsim Ali? She is the 
elegant Turkish woman who 

plays the character of Aslihan Hatun 
in Dirilis: Ertugrul. She recently shared 
a special message for her Pakistani 
fans.  It said, “My friends and fans in 
Pakistan, I will have some exciting 
news just for you very soon InshaAllah. 
Lots of love from Turkey.” Gulsim was 
born to Turkish parents in Bulgaria 
and is fluent in Bulgarian, English and 
Japanese.

Precautionary Measure
When Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh was admitted to hospi-

tal, it was described as a “precautionary measure" since he was 
feeling unwell. He is 99 and would be celebrating his 100th birthday in 
June. His wife, Queen Elizabeth II is 94. While the Duke was in hospital, 
the Queen remained at Windsor Castle. The palace also announced that 
Prince Philip and the Queen had received Covid-19 vaccinations from a 
household doctor.
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Newsbeat

The Pakistani team Invictus, comprising of students from the Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan Institute (GIKI), won against the renowned Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology (MIT) and Stanford University.
The students were part of the 2021 American Institute of Aeronautics and 

Astronautics (AIAA) competition where they had to design, build and fly an 
aircraft. They secured 2nd position in the competition.

They were also congratulated by the U.S Embassy of Pakistan in a social 
media post. 

Nestlé has launched Mackintosh’s 
Quality Street Dates, its first prod-

uct in almost 5 years, 
designed specifically 
for consumers in 
the Middle East and 
North Africa and in-
spired by the region’s 
most iconic staple 
fruit - dates.

Mackintosh’s 
Quality Street’s Dates 
is a new edition to 
the brand but with a 
local and contemporary 
twist. It is made of the finest and most 
delectable dates, inspired by the top 
favourite sweets and stuffed with nuts 
and covered with chocolate.

The pack includes three irresistibly 
indulging flavours: Praline Hazelnut, 
Caramel Hazelnut and Toffee Almond, 
made with premium milk chocolate 
and popular flavours. 

Amer Pasha has joined Nutshell 
Communications as Chief of 

Strategy and Planning. His forte is in 
the Digital Pay-
ments and FMCG 
industry. He will 
also be pursuing 
his ambition of 
launching a start-
up in Pakistan’s 
retail tech seg-
ment.

He is a sea-
soned profes-
sional having 
more than 30 years of diversified 
working experience in Pakistan, South 
East Asia, the Middle East, Africa, 
Russia and Central Asian Republics. 
Until recently, he was based in Dubai 
with Visa Inc. 

Before joining Visa, Amer worked 
with Coca-Cola Export Corporation. 
He has also been associated with 
Reckitt Benckiser, Bank of America 
and American Express. 

Nestlé Dates

amer Pasha 
makes a move

While Mahira Khan’s films ‘The Legend of 
Maula Jatt’, ‘Quaid-e-Azam Zindabad’ 

and ‘Neelofar’ are just around the corner, 
she has ventured into producing a web 
series with co-producer Nina Kashif. Known 
as Soul Fry Films, the project is titled 
‘Baarwan Khiladi’ and includes Dani-
yal Zafar, Shahveer Jafry and Kinza 
Hashmi.

Directed by Adnan Sarwar and 
written by Shahid Dogar, the 
web series is a coming of 
age story set against the 
backdrop of cricket. It is 
about friendships, rela-
tionships, unity, failure, 
success, love and cour-
age. Mahira gives a small 
peek into a labour of love 
and hard work.

The film will also be Tap-
mad’s first originally produced 
web series. 

mahira khan
turns Producer

GIKI Beats MIT and Stanford
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Newsbeat

British actor of 
the Year

Riz Ahmed is on a roll as he is winning accolades one after the other. Recently, 
the actor tweeted that he had won the London Critics’ Circle Film award 
in the category of ‘British Actor of the Year’ for ‘Sound of Metal and Mogul 

Mowgli’. His short film ‘The Long Goodbye’ has also won ‘Best Short Film of the 
Year’.

The actor has joined the Mayor of London’s Commission for Diversity in the Public 
Realm. He will also be a part of Barack and Michelle Obama’s next venture in which 
they will adapt Mohsin Hamid’s critically adored 2017 novel, ‘Exit West’ into a Netflix 
film. 

Recognizing the potential of col-
laborations with Turkish stars, 

many Pakistani brands and marketing 
specialists have used this as an op-
portunity to promote their products and 
services.

Recently Dr. Fazeela Abbasi, skin 
specialist and Hamza Ali Abbasi’s sister, 
announced Chengiz Coşkun as the face 
of her brand DFA. Chengiz Coşkun, best 
known for his role as Turgut Alp in the 

show ‘Diriliş: Ertuşrul’, will showcase the 
first-ever men’s exclusive skincare line 
by DFA.

Dr Fazeela Abbasi specializes in 
combining the aesthetic talent of an 
artiste with the scientific precision of a 
dermatologist. Her philosophy is to cre-
ate the most beautiful and natural results 
possible.

Skincare 
Brand

At the virtual book launch of the novel 
‘Divided Species’, the author Omar 

Iftikhar sheds light on the story of the sci-
ence fiction that revolves around extrater-
restrial beings landing in Karachi. These 

beings, the Taleykens, 
are from the fictional 
planet Arplon in the 
Cygnus Constellation 
who wants to find and secure a mineral 
resource, capable of destroying human 
life that was buried beneath the city many 
years ago.

Safwa Mir, a seasoned content de-
veloper, believes that Omar used the full 
capacity of a sci-fi genre to be creative. 
Omair Alavi, an entertainment journalist, 
said that the book is for sci-fi genre fans.

The event was hosted by Awais Khan, 
author of ‘In the Company of Strangers’, 
who said that it is refreshing to read a 
sci-fi novel set in Karachi. The book is 
published by Auraq Publications.

virtual Book 
lauNch

Wearing a bowler hat and tooth-
brush moustache, Pakistan’s 
Usman Khan darts through 

traffic swinging a cane, teasing motorists 
and shopkeepers for laughs and a few 
rupees with a Charlie Chaplin imperson-
ation that has become a viral sensation. 
The 32-year-old actor in Peshawar hopes 
his silent film antics will bring a bit of joy 
to the city.

The idea to impersonate Chaplin’s 
iconic character from ‘The Tramp’ came 
to him as he watched a video of the 
legendary film actor while recovering from 
an illness.

His act has proven to be a hit because, 
within two months, he has attracted 
more than 850,000 followers and gener-
ated millions of likes on TikTok. 

PakistaN’s
charlie chaPliN
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Newsbeat

Despite being a star kid, Pakistani 
music composer and screen-

writer, Azaan Sami Khan has made 
a name for himself in the industry 
establishing himself as a musician 
and also gearing up to make his big 
acting debut.

The music composer unveiled an 
album that includes nine songs. The 
first single ‘Mein Tera’ was released in 
February 2021. According to the ar-
tiste, the album is his way of branch-
ing into something far more intimate 
than just producing chart-topping 

music. The album also includes ‘Meri 
Sajna Re’, a collaboration with the 
music maestro Ustad Rahat Fateh Ali 
Khan, along with other songs tilted 
‘Maahiya’, ‘Dholna’, ‘Mein Tera’, 
‘Jaadugari’, ‘Aashiqui’, ‘Ik Lamha’, 
‘Zama’ and ‘Tu’. The album will be 
released under the banner of HUM 
Music.

Azaan Sami Khan has previously 
produced super hit tracks in critically 
and commercially acclaimed films like 
‘Parey Hut Love’, ‘Superstar’ and 
‘Parwaaz Hai Junoon’. 

AzAAn DeBuTS

Realme is the fastest-growing smart-
phone 

brand and 
has been 
focusing on 
both offline 
and online 
markets. The 
brand is set 
to launch its 
100+ stores 
all across 
Pakistan, starting with the first store 
being opened in Peshawar. The store 
features all Realme products, including 
smartphones, a complete lineup of AIoT 

products, including smart wearables, 
smartwatches, 
and category N 
home/lifestyle 
products. 

Globally, 
Realme brand 
stores exhibit 
the brand’s DNA 
of young, trendy 
and fashionable 
products. 

Soon, it will be opening a store in Ka-
rachi as the brand is all set to mark new 
records in Pakistan for a great customer 
experience. 

Realme FiRst stoRe

Two of Hollywood’s ace stars 
Sandra Bullock and Brad Pitt, both 

two-time Oscar winners, will be shar-
ing the screen for the first time in the 
Sony action film ‘Bullet Train’.

The film is based on bestselling 
Japanese author Kotaro Isaka’s novel ‘Maria Beetle’. It will follow five assassins 
aboard a bullet train in Tokyo where they find similarities between their undertakings.

‘Bullet Train’ will also star Lady Gaga, Joey King, Aaron Taylor Johnson, Brian 
Tyree Henry, Zazie Beetz, Michael Shannon, Logan Lerman and Masi Okaand An-
drew Koji.

The script of the film will be written by Zak Olkewicz, while David Leitch will direct 
and supervise the script. 

Bullet Train
The Middle East Facility Manage-

ment Association (MEFMA) has 
appointed Eng. Ali Al Suwaidi as 
MEFMA’s 
Vice Presi-
dent and 
Global FM 
Vice Chair-
man for 
2021.

Al 
Suwaidi 
is one of 
the leading 
founders 
of the FM 
industry in 
the Middle 
East. 
From his 
voluntary 
role as MEFMA’s Vice President and 
a former Board Director at Global 
FM, Suwaidi developed the industry 
at all levels. 

He also held several regional and 
international workshops and webi-
nars presenting the industry’s latest 
and best practices. Moreover, he 
chaired several initiatives aiming to 
leverage  FM human resources com-
petencies. 

emirati GloBal fm 
vice chairmaN
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Newsbeat

Barack and Michelle Obama’s pro-
duction company, Higher Ground 
Productions, is adapting British-

Pakistani author Mohsin Hamid’s critically 
cherished 2017 novel ‘Exit West’ into a 
Netflix film featuring Riz Ahmed.

‘Exit West’ is a love story set against an 
epic global migration enabled by a super-
natural phenomenon. It is the story of two 
people as they seek a better life together, 
all the while yearning for a home to which 

they may never return.
The New York Times described the 

novel as one of the 10 Best Books 
of 2017. It was also selected for the 
Booker Prize long list. Former U.S. 
President Barack Obama named it one 
of the best books he read in 2017.

The film wil be directed by Yann 
Demange and Morten Tyldum and 
co-produced with Joe Russo, Anthony 
Russo and Mike Larocca. 

Kon Kiska Aadmi Hai

cool kiDs

Pakistani musician and activist She-
hzad Roy recently released ‘Kon 
Kis Ka Aadmi 

Hai’ highlighting the 
curiosity to know who 
is working for whom 
and making assump-
tions rather than fact-
checking and seeking 
the truth.

The singer ad-
dressed the importance 
of one not being afraid 
to raise his voice and 
do his best to find out 
facts before indulging 
in a blame game. He emphasizes that it’s 
important to know who is a friend and 
who is a backstabber.

‘Kon Kis Ka Aadmi Hai’ mentions 
Modi and the current farmers’ protest in 

India. The song also 
pokes fun at India by 
reminding them of how 
Pakistan shot down its 
plane and served pilot 
Abhinandan tea and 
biscuits.

Directed by Faisal 
Qureshi, the lyrics of 
the song have been 
written by Nadeem 
Asad. The video also 
features Shehzad 
Roy’s son on drums, 

Australian artiste Gabrielle Brinsmead on 
cello and designer Yousuf Bashir Qureshi 
on keyboard. 

Pakistani filmmaker Asim Ab-
basi has been 
establishing a 

name for himself and 
the country on the 
international stage. 
His film ‘Cake’ rede-
fined Pakistani cinema 
while his recent web 
series ‘Churails’ broke 
all stereotypes. Both 
his ventures were 
successful and had 
one thing in common - they portrayed 
women in strong characters that lead 
the narrative.

Asim is now preparing for this third 
project. He and his 
team are currently 
looking for young 
children for a few 
roles in the web 
series. Rehearsals 
will start in the sum-
mer of 2021, while 
shooting will begin 
by September 2021 
in Gilgit.

Judging from 
Asim’s previous work, it’s safe to stay 
positive and eager for the coming web 
series. 

Actor and 
model 

Uzma Khan 
made a 
comeback 
on Instagram 
after months of 
absence.

The starlet 
had disap-
peared after an 
assault video 
was leaked on 
social media. 
The incident 
had led to the revelation of her alleged 
extramarital affair with a man named 
Usman Malik.

The actor started her acting career 
in 2011 with the film ‘The Dusk’ and 
later appeared in the 2013 film ‘Waar’, 
‘Jawani Phir Nahi Ani’ (2015) and ‘Yal-
ghaar’ (2017). She last appeared in the 
2018 film ‘Jawani Phir Nahi Ani 2’. 

uzma is Back!

MoHSIn HAMID’S ‘exIT WeST’
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Cover Story

THe MoDern-DAy 
W o M A n

s the year draws close to International Women’s Day 
— celebrated on 8th March globally — one of the 
leading clothing brand in Pakistan, Nishat Linen takes 
an initiative to celebrate and honour the strong,A
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Cover Story

As the year draws close to Interna-
tional Women’s Day — celebrated 
on 8th March globally — one of the 
leading clothing brand in Pakistan, 
Nishat Linen takes an initiative to 
celebrate and honour the strong, 
resilient and multitalented women 
of Pakistan. Nishat Linen Spring/
Summer’21 campaign is featuring 
women who have the title of ‘Wife, 
Mom and Boss’ and are success-
fully juggling all the roles.

In the 21st century, it is quite a 
common sight to see empowered 
women who balance their personal 
and professional lives with a smile 
on their faces and a confident gait. 
Nishat Linen aims to celebrate all 
these women who are making a 
difference in their own unique ways 
— some are running home busi-
ness, some are ruling playgrounds, 
some are creative geniuses, while 
some are defiant and breaking barri-
ers of ‘how women are supposed to 
behave!’

Women are leaders everywhere 
you look — they take the world and 
its challenges as they come and 
conquer them with every ounce of 
their strength — from CEOs who 
run Fortune 500 companies to a 
wife who cares for her family, every 
woman defies stereotypes each day. 



And despite having multiple 
roles with different responsibilities, 
women are making a mark in 
every territory: they are hands-on 
mothers, caring spouses, diligent 
co-workers and admirable bosses.

All of these women, irrespective 
of their walks of life, are an inspira-
tion to their community and should 
be celebrated for their efforts. 
Nishat Linen aims to highlight and 
honour these stories of sisterhood 
and solidarity in their campaign 
with a hashtag #HerUnstop-
pableForce. With several in-house 

meetings and Facebook panel 
discussions, the brand initiated a 
conversation and wants to take 
it forward by inviting women to 
speak about their experiences as 
working moms and wives who 
have worked hard to have a posi-
tion of authority in their profes-
sional life.

Nishat Linen is committed to en-
courage such inspirational women 
whose passion have driven them 
to new heights and who have not 

neglected any part of their lives 
during this journey. The brand 
wants people to come forward 
and join the narrative in order to 
thank, admire, support and cel-
ebrate the modern-day women of 
strength in our lives who inspired 
us through their actions or invalu-
able contributions in our lives. Be 
it your mothers, your better-halves 
or your boss, it is time to motivate 
#HerUnstoppableForce. 
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Slug

By Taha Kehar

The ongoing season of the Pakistan 
Super League bears a symbolic 
significance as it marks the revival 

of international cricket in the country. 
With its sixth instalment, the franchise 
T20 cricket league is taking place for the 
second time on home soil. It is difficult 
to view this fact as anything other than a 
commendable achievement, especially 
after the long drought of international 
cricket in the country. Paralyzed by a 
spate of militancy and security breaches, 
Pakistan cricket has fought an endless 
battle for survival.

Cricket aficionados in Pakistan have 
been unable to forget the events of 
March 3, 2009, when 12 gunmen 
opened fire on a bus carrying the Sri 
Lankan cricket team to Lahore’s Gaddafi 
Stadium. The attack marked the begin-
ning of a tumultuous period for cricket 
in Pakistan. Amid mounting concerns 
about security dynamics, international 
cricket teams were advised against 
planning tours to the country. As a result, 
scores of zealous cricket fans in Pakistan 
were left disappointed as international 
cricket was abruptly suspended. 

In addition, Pakistan found itself in a 
tight spot in the global sphere. In April 
2009, the International Cricket Coun-
cil removed Pakistan as a host for the 
2011 World Cup. Domestic cricket 
also reached a plateau as most home 
matches were held in the UAE between 
2009 and 2016, and the team’s perfor-

mance remained abysmal. In the Cricket 
World Cup 2015, Pakistan witnessed 
a humiliating defeat at the hands of 
Australia in the quarter-finals and sub-
sequently faced the worst defeat in its 
cricketing history when it was beaten by 
Bangladesh in Asia Cup in 2018.

At a time when Pakistan cricket was 
at low ebb on home soil, PSL acted as 
a catalyst in bringing international cricket 
back to the country. As expected, this 
herculean task could only be achieved 
gradually. In 2019, the T20 league 
decided to leave the comfort of a distant 
stadium in the UAE and host a match in 
Karachi. The move gained widespread 
approbation and large crowds thronged 
Karachi’s National Stadium to become 
spectators to a rare cricket match. 
An editorial published in The News on 
March 10, 2019 stated that the pit stop 
in Karachi allowed the PSL to undergo 
a “instant transformation”. The decision 
to host the match on home soil served 
as an ever-present testament to the 
fact that the PSL had to permanently 
relocate to Pakistan in order to ensure 
its long-term viability and success. At 
the time, any plans to relocate the T20 
league remained largely unpopular 
among foreign players as it wasn’t easy 
to alter perceptions about Pakistan’s 
security crisis. Many international players 
who were associated with PSL, such as 
the South African master blaster AB de 
Villiers, voiced reservations about travel-
ling to Pakistan to play cricket.

Undeterred by scepticism, the PSL or-

ganisers decided to host all 34 matches 
of the fifth instalment of the cricket 
carnival in Pakistan. This was a critical 
step that was praised by one and all. An 
editorial comment published in Dawn on 
January 19, 2020 lauded the decision as 
an attempt to “further enhance Paki-
stan’s status as a safe country following 
the return of Test cricket to home soil 
after almost a decade”. 

Over time, the PSL has soared to new 
heights and attracted a wider viewer-
ship. With each season, the T20 league 
has drawn players from South Africa, 
Australia, England, New Zealand, Zimba-
bwe and Bangladesh who have en-
riched its scope with their many talents. 
However, the platform’s achievements 
cannot be reduced to merely roping in 
foreign players. Much to the astonish-
ment of sceptics, T20 leagues affect the 
techniques of batsmen. The PSL has 
enigmatically churned out some fine bat-
ting stars such as Khushdil Shah, Haider 
Ali and Zeeshan Ashraf. With its subse-
quent seasons, the PSL must make a 
concerted attempt to continue fostering 
home-grown talent and broaden the 
team’s proficiency in the sport.

In the past, the PSL has attracted 
copious controversies and its organizers 
have often been criticized for a diverse 
spectrum of reasons. Be that as it may, 
the PSL has provided a platform that 
can allow Pakistan cricket to break free 
from the morass it found itself in follow-
ing the 2009 attack on the Sri Lankan 
cricket team.  

Cricket
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Black Beach

AcTiOn LAwyer
By Syeda Maham Rasheed

Directed by Esteban Crespo, 
‘Black Beach’ attempts to be 
an action thriller that has a 

straightforward and gritty story. The 
film sheds light on the life of a lawyer 
who has a promising future but is 
forced to deep dive into his past 
when he agrees to negotiate with an 
old friend turned kidnapper. ‘Black 
Beach’ takes its name from a cruelly 
mythical prison in equatorial Africa 
of whom true atrocities are told and 
from which, if you are lucky enough 
to leave, you will never be the same 
person again. The film was shot in 
Ghana, Brussels, the Canary Islands, 
Toledo and Madrid.

The plot opens with Carlos (Raúl 
Arévalo), a senior executive at a law 
firm, showing him as a family man 
living peacefully with his now preg-
nant wife Susan (Melina Matthews) 
in Brussels. The couple just wants to 
make it to New York with a seven-
figure salary to avoid any financial 
problems when their child comes into 
the world.

Professionally, Carlos is in the busi-
ness of buying and selling companies 
and is about to become a partner 
at a large company when destiny 
strikes. He has connections with the 
most influential figures in the West 
African nation where he worked as a 
cooperator for the United States after 
completing his academic training. 
Due to his past links, he is assigned 
to travel to the country to negotiate 
the kidnapping of the engineer of 
an American oil company and also 
release some important paperwork. 
Carlos doesn’t have a choice. He 
must go because if everything goes 

smoothly, only then he 
can be a partner in the 
firm.

Making his way to 
Africa, he faces the 
consequences of his 
actions in the past. He 
starts solving the jigsaw 
puzzle, ranging from a 
massive party thrown 
by the President’s son, 
featuring a live giraffe 
and a hideout deep in 
the jungle to a human 
rights nightmare of 
prison and clusters of 
run-down tin shacks. 
He also gets tangled in political 
wrangling due to which gunmen are 
chasing him. He even comes face-to-
face with his former lover Ale (Can-
dela Pena) and many others from his 
past. The journey also proves to be a 
test for him as now he must choose 
between his personal and profes-
sional life interests because the first 
time he managed to leave, everything 
changed for him.

Raúl Arévalo as Carlos show-
cases an excellent performance. He 
perfectly embodies the trajectory of 
Carlos with his dark personal history. 
Candela Pena also seamlessly fits 
herself as Ale into Raul’s new assign-
ment. Her courage and dedication in 
doing what she wants is remarkable. 
Melina Mathews does a great job 
as Susan, especially during the final 
moments where she portrays an an-
noyed and suffering wife. Emilio Buale 
has a swooping entrance as the son 
of the President, playing the spoiled 
brat to the tee.

The film tiptoes along a risky prem-
ise with admirable balance without 

any distracting melodrama. Though it 
starts as a thriller with a fairly intelli-
gent plot and is perfectly put together, 
it appears a bit confused in identify-
ing what genre it falls into. The scene 
where Carlos appears as the white 
saviour for a young black African 
boy also seems to be blown out of 
proportion. In short, the film lacks in 
its take on power politics and race. It 
feels as if the writers got confused in 
tackling so many elements in a single 
film.

Despite a few weaknesses, most of 
the action takes place in Africa mak-
ing it both compelling and intriguing. 
‘Black Beach’ has excellent action 
choreography and the production 
and cinematography of the film are 
good. There are some very glorious 
moments of thrill, especially set in 
the prison of Black Beach but by the 
time the film returns to Brussels, the 
screenplay starts to drag, impact-
ing the climax that comes across as 
vague and unsatisfying.

‘Black Beach’ is a one-time film as 
it does not amount to a lasting experi-
ence. 
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FiTraT

By Muhammad Ali Khan

Pakistani television is booming. 
The directors and scriptwrit-
ers are talented and the sto-

ries entertaining. The actors endea-
vour to give their best though they 
have had no training and the ritual 
of rehearsals is just that – a ritual. 
Recently, the intriguing journey of the 
serial Fitrat came to an end. Directed 
by Asad Jabbal and produced by 
Abdullah Kadwani and Asad Qureshi 
of 7th Sky Entertainment, ‘Fitrat’ was 
written by Nuzhat Saman. When the 
serial started, its storyline and cast 
created a lot of hype. It later became 
a household name, leading TRP 
charts and being praised all around. 
Though the story was not new, the 
way it was narrated was definitely 
worth watching.

The plot revolved around a young 
and materialistic girl Fariya (Saboor 
Aly) who hailed from a middle-class 
background but aspired to fulfill her 
dreams and wishes no matter how. 
She took shortcuts without know-
ing what was good for her and what 
was bad. Her lust for money made 
her a gold digger who doesn’t care 
about anyone’s feelings and emo-
tions.

The reason Fariya was like this 
was because her mother Sadia 
(Ayesha Gul) happened to have the 
same nature whereas her sister Rafi-
ya (Zubab Rana) and brother Haris 
(Raeed Muhammad Alam) believed 
in hard work, simplicity and honesty. 
They both had opposite personali-
ties as compared to their sister and 
mother and that is probably why the 
two climbed the ladder of success 
by appyling their energies to their 
education and hard work.

In her lust for money, Fariya starts 
attracting a rich businessman Shah-
baz (Ali Abbas) and the two ended 
up getting secretly married. If money 
was all she needed, she could have 
stopped. But her hunger to have as 
much money as possible ruined her. 

Though Shahbaz loved Fariya, she 
was not loyal to him. Because it was 
a secret marriage, Shahbaz used to 
live in Karachi and Fariya in Islam-
abad. Shahbaz’s friend got to know 
about Fariya having an intimate rela-
tionship with a politician Rashid. He 
called Shahbaz to tell him. Shahbaz 
went to Islamabad and saw them in 
the bedroom; Fariya was entertain-
ing Rashid. He  divorced her and 
left Islamabad. In the meanwhile, 
her mother married Khalid (Kamran 
Jilani), the love of her life.

Later, Shahbaz’s younger brother 
Arbaaz (Mirza Zain Baig) appeared. 
He had a secret love interest in 
Fariya’s sister Rafia. But when Fariya 
saw that Arbaaz belonged to a rich 
family, she decided to trap him. 
Soon Arbaaz was head over heels in 
love with her while she plotted many 
vicious acts to hide the secret from 
Shahbaz. Shahbaz met her at their 
wedding reception and was baffled.

The situation got nasty when both 
Fariya and Shahbaz started living in 
the same house but with a differ-
ent relationship, making the life of 
both the brothers hell. Soon reality 
surfaced and Arbaaz too divorced 
Fariya. Even then she did not stop 
and started having an affair with the 
son of a famous and rich busi-
nessman. She also got involved in 
criminal activities that later resulted 
in her death. While the ending was a 

happy one for Rafia, Arbaaz, Haris, 
Shahbaz and their family, Fariya and 
Khalid got what they deserved.

What made ‘Fitrat’ a hit was es-
sentially its dynamic cast - Saboor 
Aly, Ali Abbas, Mirza Zain Baig, 
Zubab Rana, Sabiha Hashmi, Seemi 
Pasha, Saif-e-Hassan, Fazila Qazi, 
Farhan Ali Agha, Adila Khan, Aisha 
Gul, Kamran Jilani and Mariyam 
Nafees. Saboor Aly was seen in 
a completely different avatar as 
compared to her previous roles that 
only portrayed her as a sad heroine 
crying all the time. Ali Abbas’s energy 
was overall low in the serial. He 
didn’t appear to be the hero. Other 
than him, Mirza Zain Baig did a fan-
tastic job, depicting a young brother, 
a lover and finally a fiancé.

‘Fitrat’ had a beautiful sound-
track - ‘O Zalim’ by Sahir Ali Bagga 
and Aima Baig. It was composed 
by Bagga as well. The song had 
thought-provoking lyrics written by 
Muhammad Mujtaba and a catchy 
beat. While everything was spot on, 
the serial should have also focused 
on Bilal’s punishment for what he 
did.

Overall, the serial had an inter-
esting ending with commendable 
performances and an old premise 
expressed and delivered in a unique 
way. From the OST  (original sound 
track) to the acting performances, 
‘Fitrat’ was well worth it. 

Lust for Money
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