
Featuring Ayeza Khan as the face, Ansab Jahangir launched an 
elegant yet beautiful Eid collection ‘Tehvar’. Creating a cheerful and 

exhilarating atmosphere, ‘Tehvar’ celebrates the festivities filled 
with abundance of joy and comfort. The collection encapsulates the 
essence of a traditional Eid, showcasing tremendous cultural allure.
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Editor’s Desk
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Pakistan has witnessed a sudden spike in the third 
wave of the coronavirus — the majority of which 

came from Punjab. We have not seen such an immense 
spike in transmission since June, last year. Once again 
we have moved dangerously far towards losing a high 
number of the population through infections.

The importance of adhering to restrictions and prac-
ticing preventative protocols seems to be lost on the 
general public as well as the authorities, especially since 
in-person meetings are still being held despite PM Imran 
Khan himself surviving Covid-19.

A clear message of intolerance of any and all violations 
of Covid-19 restrictions was effectively muddled when 
members of the government scheduled meetings with the 
PM in spite of knowing well that he had contracted the 
virus. Such acts take away the seriousness of the matter 
and condone the abandonment of standard protocols.

According to a statement made by Asad Umar, the 
Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initia-
tives, Pakistan might be surpassing the intensity of the 
first wave of the pandemic given the rate at which the 
positivity ratio is increasing — 10.15 percent to be exact. 
If it is not brought back down, the little freedom that was 
extended to the masses will have to be curtailed immedi-
ately.

In fact, if the current situation persists then tougher reg-
ulations will have to be enforced to limit the spread of the 
virus — the old and new variants. We were once on the 
road to recovery from the pandemic. It is now imperative 
that we fight to revert to the progress we were making.

Our authorities need to set an example that the public 
can follow; if they are not proactive or careful in the way 
they approach the pandemic, they cannot expect the 
public to either. As such, a strong front against the virus 
must be shown at the state level for all to follow. Only 
when the gravity of the situation is understood, will we be 
successful in taming the pandemic.

Surging Cases of 
COVID-19
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Celebrating Women
This is related to the last month’s cover story titled ‘The Modern Day 

Woman’ celebrating International Women’s Day around the globe. 
With its Spring/Summer’21 campaign, Nishat Linen took the initiative 
to celebrate and honour the strong, resilient and multitalented women 
of Pakistan who are making a difference while successfully juggling the 
roles of ‘Wife, Mother and Boss’. These women are an inspiration for 
their community and should be celebrated for their efforts.
Atif Saleem,
Karachi, Pakistan

Hasty Decisions
It is baffling to note that despite the constant surge in 

coronavirus cases around 
us, the government is dead 
set on easing the restrictions 
on indoor events. If each 
one of us makes a cursory 
review around our families and 
acquaintances suffering from 
Covid-19 at the moment, we 
will notice how irrational this 
decision is. Our people have just come to terms with the 
much-needed limitations placed in order to avoid large-scale 
damages from this pandemic.

The government should avoid making hasty decisions and 
losing the advantages gained from these timely restrictions. 
We cannot afford a third Covid-19 wave and risk losing more 
precious lives because of ill-timed decisions. The restrictions 
on indoor events must be reintroduced immediately and 
people must be told repeatedly that Covid-19 is still a health 
hazard for all and sundry.
Nida Zafar,
Islamabad, Pakistan

Parenting
Successful parenting is not about achieving perfection but 

it also does not mean that we shouldn’t work towards 
that goal. Set high standards for yourself first as you are 
the role models for them. But also invest time and effort in 
understanding 
the children’s 
psychology and 
learn produc-
tive methods 
to handle them 
without resort-
ing to violence. 
How many of us 
prefer to engage 
in meaningful conversations with our children and try to see 
life from their viewpoint so that we can understand their con-
cerns and guide them skillfully? We should try to uproot our 
repressive approaches to parenting before aiming to educate 
the educators of our children at all levels.
Maryam Jameel,
Bonn, Germany

Readers’ Thoughts

Cricket fans were excited when the PSL6 started as it allowed a certain number of 
spectators to enjoy the match live. But with players testing positive one after another, 

the management decided to postpone the series till the players are in isolation. Well, that’s 
what the officials say. What we truly feel is that the series won’t start anytime soon. There will 
be a leap just like the one we faced when the pandemic hit the country. And if that happens, 
the enthusiasm of the cricket lovers might die down. For now, it seems that PSL6 has been 
clean bowled due to the negligence of the authorities who contaminated the field with the 
novel coronavirus.
Kamran Ahmed,
Karachi, Pakistan

Clean Bowled?
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Who Said That!

“If you don’t understand the details of your 
business, you are going to fail.” 
– Jeff Bezos, Amazon CEO

“I gave my beauty and my youth to men. I am 
going to give my wisdom and experience to 
animals.” – Brigitte Bardot, Actress.

“First of all, convince yourself that you are the best 
because the rest of your life is going to go proving 
this to others.” – Wasim Akram, Cricketer

“Money and fame made me believe I was 
entitled. I was wrong and foolish.” 
– Tiger Woods, Golf Champion.

“I don’t like being called QB, Qandeel Baloch 
was also referred to with these initials.” 
– Quratulain Balouch, Singer.

“Oftentimes I deliberately put ambiguity into my 
books so that... the reader is left with an echo of: 
‘How much of this was from me?” 
– Mohsin Hamid, Novelist

Arabic Classes
With the Chinese language gaining 

momentum in Pakistan, the best 
course of action is that the prayer lead-
ers in mosques should spare around 30 
minutes five times a day after Isha prayer 
to teach basic Arabic to the public in the 
mosques.

This will facilitate the learning of basic 
spoken Arabic for the younger generation 
as well as for adults who are regularly 
attending mosques for prayers. This 
practise is followed in some mosques 
in North America. If this is introduced in 
Pakistan, the public will surely welcome it 
and participate in it wholeheartedly.

In the 1950s, the late Mufti Moham-
mad Shafi`s Darul Uloom in Karachi`s 
Nanak Wara area had free Arabic classes 
on its premises that were attended by 
many enthusiastic learners. There was a 
big response to these classes. As a child, 
I had attended these classes and they 
helped me learn basic Arabic.
Qasim Abbas,
Mississauga, Canada

Library 
Photoshoots
Libraries have a significant status in 

developed societies throughout the 
world, as they contribute to the socio-po-
litical-economic development of nations.

We are already way behind the rest of 
the world as most of our young popula-
tion cannot avail such facilities in their 
respective hometowns. To seek knowl-
edge, they head towards more urbanised 
areas.

The Quaid-i-Azam Library in Lahore, 
which is one of the leading libraries in 
the country, has played a key role in the 
past. A number of bureaucrats, lawyers, 
policymakers and experts in various fields 
have used this library. Unfortunately, it is 
being used for photo-shoots by newly-
wed couples during operational hours 
these days. The authorities concerned 
must intervene and stop such activities 
which violate the sanctity of a library.
Fariha Sharaf,
Karachi, Pakistan

“I like to stay mysterious as I like to surprise 
people.” – Mehwish Hayat, Actress.

“When you undervalue what you do, the world will 
undervalue who you are.”  
– Oprah Winfrey, American TV Host.
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Grapevine

Over-shadowed
She is a politician who has seen the ups 

and downs of her party, PML(N), quite 
closely over the years. Like most other 
politicians in Pakistan, Uzma Bukhari suc-
cessfully participates in TV panel discus-
sions and defends her party quite well but 
she is overshadowed by her leader (another 
woman) at jalsaas. It is not quite clear how 
would Uzma perform when it comes to de-
livering for the common PML(N) supporter.

Not Friendly
She tries to be different, even a baaghi, 

like when she did a black and white 
photo shoot recently. Saba Qamar has 
come a long way from her Hum Sub Um-
eed Se Hain days and done many memo-
rable roles, both for television and films. But 
for some reason she hasn’t succeeded in 
creating the sort of media hype that many 
other actresses have. Is this because she is 
not so friendly with the media as others?

Serious Learning

Even the American politician Ilhan Omar 
likes his singing. But the Indian Abhijeet 

has probably not left a lasting impression on 
Atif Aslam’s life. The singer’s compatriots are 
certainly not happy about it. It was probably 
Abhijeet’s open criticism that egged Atif on in 
his career and he really got down to learning 
the art of singing rather seriously. Thanks, 
Abhijeet!

High Flier
Pakistan does not have a high profile ambassador in Washington but the 

country’s Permanent Representative at the UN is quite a high flier. He must 
be doing a good job as this is Munir Akram’s second stint at the UN. The country 
needs other ambassadors like Mr. Akram in key capitals of the world to sell Paki-
stan’s case on Kashmir.

Abhijeet

Ilhan Omar
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Newsbeat

To launch breakfast on the Careem 
Super App and better understand 

the challenges of customers and Cap-
tains, Careem colleagues including its 
leadership in Karachi, took their bicycles 
out for a spin to ride around the city as 
‘Food Delivery Captains’. The initiative 
was also in line with creating awareness 
for a healthy lifestyle.

The activity was conducted in partner-
ship with IHOP, with a flat 50% discount 
on Belgian waffles and Mocha Latte for 
all Careem customers. This gave the 

Careem guys the opportunity to ride 
around the city and complete food de-

livery orders as Captains interact directly 
with the customers and restaurants and 
take their feedback on the service. They 
also took pictures to share the experi-
ence on social media.  

Cricket player Fawad Alam is 
making his acting debut in the 

web-series ‘Khud-
kash Muhabbat’. The 
OTT platform Urduflix 
released a poster for 
the web series on 
Instagram.

Fawad made his 
international cricket 
debut back in 2007 
and, after a break of ten years, made 
a comeback and scored two centuries 
in 2020. 

Fawad alam 
in web SerieS

Careem Unveils Breakfast 

Meera Sethi Records Audio Book

Sania Maskatiya’s 
Mashaadi
Fashion house Sania Maskatiya has 

launched the first-ever clothing col-
laboration with Mashion, featuring actress 
Mahira Khan.

Designed for the annual Mashaadi 
2020 campaign, the collection is every-
thing that Sania Maskatiya and Mahira 
Khan and her team at Mashion imagine 
weddings would be this year - effortless, 
timeless and yet so memorable.

The new luxury pret collection compris-
es timeless classics featuring luxe fabrics, 

flowy cotton nets, gauzy organzas and 
rich raw silks in beautiful neutral tones, 
all of which are handcrafted with Sania 
Maskatiya’s quintessential embroider-
ies on both classic and contemporary 
silhouettes.

Actress-turned-author Mira 
Sethi’s coming debut novel ‘Are 

You Enjoying?’ has already made it 
to the list of 2021’s most anticipated 
books. It has been compiled by 
Vogue Magazine and Refinery29. 
While the book will be out in April 
2021, it will be available for Paki-
stani readers in May 2021. Mira was 
said to be busy recording the audiobook 
for the novel.

The book is a collection of short 
stories set in Pakistan. According to 

the catalogue description, ‘Are You 
Enjoying?’ is a free-spirited, confident, 
indelible introduction to a galvanizing 
new talent. 
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Newsbeat

Every year, patriotic songs are 
released on Pakistan Day to 

acknowledge the sacrifices made 
to achieve freedom.

This year, to celebrate March 23, 
the ISPR, in collaboration with Ali 
Zafar and Aima Baig, released a 
new national song ‘Aik Qaum, Aik 
Manzil’ highlighting Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s message 
of unity.

The video was a visual treat, 
featuring various military parades 
and ‘Pakistan Day’ celebrations at 
Minar-e Pakistan, Pakistan Monu-
ment, Faisal Mosque, Badshahi 
Mosque, Ayub Bridge (Sukkur), and 
other major destinations.

Singers Ali Zafar and Aima Baig truly 

put their heart and soul into the song. 
The sentimental lyrics were written by 
Abid Hassan and the composition was 
by Ali Zafar himself. 

Air Marshal Zaheer Ahmad Babar 
has been appointed as the Chief 

of the Pakistan Air Force.
He joined the PAF in 1986 as a 

fighter pilot and has commanded 
the Fighter Squadron Operational 
Airbase and Regional Air Command. 
Before becoming the Air Chief, he was 
serving as the Deputy Chief of Air Staff 
(Administration).

In the Pakistan Day Parade, the new 
Chief led the fly-past. 

Innovative Biscuits has launched a 
YouTube-based short film platform 

‘Digestive 
Showtime’ 
with the 
release of 
the first short 
film titled 
‘Yorker’. Fea-
turing Wahaj 
Ali as the 
protagonist, 
the film is a 
roller-coaster 
ride and is high on emotion, laughter 
and star power.

Directed by Ahsan Rahim and Syed 
Nini, ‘Yorker’ provides entertainment 
and leaves viewers with strong mes-
sages about daily life complexes that 
teenagers face in society. 

New PAF Chief

‘Yorker’ is Out

The Jazz Drive-In Cinema has started in Karachi at the Raiha CineGold Plex, 
Bahria Town, Phase-1. Films will be shown in the evenings from Friday to 

Sunday and will follow a week-wise theme, ranging from classics to action, 
science fiction, fantasy and animation.

Jazz, in partnership with Activemedia and with the collaboration of Bahria 
Town, Raiha CineGold Plex, The House of Rana, Bookitnow.pk and Samaa FM, 
has initiated the process. To promote digital payments, tickets and food pur-
chased via JazzCash will provide a 50% cash back for a limited time.

Viewers are provided space to park their vehicles in an orderly manner with 
the audio individually heard through each vehicle’s stereo via radio frequency.

With a hygienic, socially distant and controlled environment, the Jazz Drive-In 
Cinema is sure to bring the big screen back into the lives of individuals when 
most entertainment avenues have been closed off for the public. 

Jazz drive-in 

When Ali Sang with Aima 
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Newsbeat

French luxury giant Dior has 
appointed Kim Blackpink’s Jisoo 

as its new global ambassador for both 
fashion and beauty. The announcement 
was made by Dior on its social media 
channels stating that Jisoo was a key 
inspiration for designer Maria Grazia 
Chiuri’s autumn-winter collection. 
Jisoo was featured in Dior’s highest-
rated Instagram post during the Paris 
Fashion Week last fall, generating 
$614,000 in Media Impact Value which 

is more than double its top post from 
the previous season.

European luxury brands are turning 
to Asian stars for ambassador roles 
as they have a massive fan follow-
ing across the globe. Many K-pop 
idols can be seen collaborating with 
international luxury fashion brands from 
Givenchy to Gucci. When it comes to 
the South Korean girl band, Blackpink 
women have quickly become high-
fashion favourites.  

‘Avatar’ Tops All

Dior’s New Brand Ambassador

Directed and produced by James 
Cameron, ‘Avatar’ has once again 
become the all-time top-grossing 

film after de-seating ‘Avengers Endgame’. 
The epic science fiction film takes the 
throne as it returns to Chinese cinemas, 
taking the overall earnings to $2.7926 
billion.

If things go according to the original 
plans, ‘Avatar 2’ will be in cinemas by 
December 2022, ‘Avatar 3’ in December 
2024, ‘Avatar 4’ in December 2026 and 
‘Avatar 5’ will conclude the franchise in 
December 2028.

‘Avatar 2’ will 
see the return of 
Sam Worthington, 
Zoe Saldana, 
Giovanni Ribisi, 
Stephen Lang, 
Joel David Moore, 
Dileep Rao, CCH 
Pounder and Matt 
Gerald. The film 
will also include 
Kate Winslet, Cliff Curtis, Edie Falco, 
Brendan Cowell, Michelle Yeoh, Jemaine 
Clement, Oona Chaplin, David Thewlis, 

Vin Diesel, and CJ Jones. Young actors 
Jamie Flatters, Britain Dalton and Trinity 
Bliss will do the roles of Jake and Neytiri’s 
children. 

The leading builder and former 
chairman of ABAD, Southern 

Region and real estate adviser 
to KCCI, Asif Sumsum has been 
appointed as Convener of the 
Central Standing Committee on 
Real Estate of the FPCCI.

Asif Sumsum is also the 
chairman of the well-known 
Sumsum Group Builders & 
Developers and has been 
in the business for the past 
three decades. He has served 
as  Chairman of the Standing 
Committee on Real Estate of 
the KCCI and has also chaired 
various committees in the 
Association of Builders and 

Developers.
Asif Sumsum has always 

played a key role in the develop-
ment of the real estate sector, 
resolving the problems of build-
ers and strengthening relations 
between the institutions.

Versatile star Sonya Hussyn recently announced her 
new project titled ‘Mor Moharaan’. She posted a 

picture of the title page of her script which hints that 
the drama is about “Rooh ke rangoun ma rachi sachi 
mohabbaton ki dastaan”. It is written by Ali Moeen 
and directed by Owais Khan,with Seema Tahir Khan 
doing the production. While the subject of the drama 
is unknown, it seems to be revolving around stories of 
true love. 

FPCCi aPPointS
aSiF SumSum

Sonya Hussyn’s Next



12 SLOGAN April 2021

Newsbeat

Sundance Institute 
and XRM Media have 

announced a collaboration 
to create the Sundance Film 
Festival: Asia. The goal of the 
festival is to support, connect, 
promote and celebrate the 
independent film community 
in Asia, while showcasing a 
selection of films from the 
2021 Sundance Film Festival.

The Festival is an expansion 
of the Institute’s programming 
in the region, further champi-
oning and promoting visibility for inde-
pendent storytelling before a wider global 

audience.
The first edition will come in late 

summer 2021 and will be 
hosted in Jakarta, Indonesia, 
while future editions will 
expand to other Asian cities. 
The programming, to be 
curated by Sundance, will 
consist of selections from 
the 2021 Sundance Film 
Festival. Another programme 
will include a delegation of 
filmmakers, new Sundance 
Lab initiatives for Asian talent 
in collaboration with XRM 
Media, as well as Sundance 

Co/ab experiences designed specifically 
for the territory.  

Sundance Film Festival: Asia

Accenture has appointed Nadya 
Abdulla Kamali as Country Manag-

ing Director for the UAE. Based in Dubai, 
she is responsible for leading operations 
across the country and driving Accen-
ture’s Health and Public Service indus-
tries, two strategic sectors in the region.

In addition, Kamali has also joined the 
Accenture Middle East Executive Com-
mittee. With over 27 years of experience 
spanning diverse industries, she has held 
leadership positions with Ports, Customs 
and Free Zone Corporation (PCFC), 
DP World, Emirates Global Aluminum 
(EGA),Dubai Municipality and Dubai 
Petroleum.

Previously, she was the Chairperson 
and Managing Director of DUTECH 
and CEO of Customs World. She holds 
an MBA from the American University 
of Sharjah (AUS) and a BSc from the 
College of Engineering, Michigan State 
University.  

nadya 
aCCenture 
Country md

The new normal has made 
people aware of self-pres-
ervation and made them 

bold and hopeful. Sapphire’s new 
unstitched lawn collection — the 
POP line - is all about this. Blank 
Canvas featuring Jasmyn Rana, 
a psychotherapist who deals 
with people who are in emotional 
distress, helps you heal from the 
memories of the past and the 
present in the hope of a brighter 

future 
through 
colours.

Colours 
have the 
power to 
shift your 
outlook 
on life and 
well-being. 
Just as 
one needs 
food to eat, 
one’s ward-
robe contributes 
to their physical 
and emotional 
health.

Jasmyn dons 
Sapphire’s un-
stitched contem-

porary long jacket in a popping neon hue, 
with prettily edged deep pockets. The 
print is inspired by the traditional craft of 
Multan. She has paired it with a white 
tank top and a pair of white denim jeans. 
Truly an intricate and colourful fusion of 
art, fashion and mindfulness. 

Sapphire’s Colour Therapy 



Cover Story

ashion designer Ansab Jahangir is one of the brightest 
names in Pakistan fashion industry. Recently, she has 
launched an elegant yet beautiful Eid collection by the 
name ‘Tehvar’. Creating a cheerful and exhilarating 
atmosphere, ‘Tehvar’ celebrates Eid festivities filled with 
abundance of joy and comfort.F
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Ansab Jahangir presented 

‘Tehvar’ in a TV commercial 

that narrates the story of a girl 

and a boy who are about to tie 

the knot. The bonding between 

the two families is beautifully 

portrayed as every member of 

the family takes part in making 

each moment memorable for the 

couple. The advertisement is full 

of zest as the families celebrate 

the events in a fun spirit.

Featuring prominent faces 

like Behroze Sabzwari, Safina 

Behroze, Ayeza Khan, Anmol 

Baloch, Shahzad Noor and 

Misha Hussain, the collection 

encapsulates the essence of 

a traditional Eid, showcasing 

tremendous cultural allure. 

The exciting journey and zest 

of a memorable celebration is 

exceptionally fulfilled through 

‘Tehvar’ which proposes a union 

that will last a lifetime.

With a wondrous array of 

colour, Jahangir’s collection 

promises an eternal bond with 

the utmost elegance and refined 

grace. The collection portrays 

the ideology of strength, family, 

friends and the bond shared 

by the brand with all of us. 

The facesw of Ansab Jahangir, 

Ayeza Khan resonates with the 

brand’s aesthetics of showcasing 

elegance with grace and 

femininity.

‘Tehvar’ has an illustrious range 

in store full of vibrancy which 

matches the festivities. Their Eid 

collection is the perfect blend 

of pastels, vibrant colors and 

styles that are a must-have to 
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make this year’s Eid festive. The 

collection covers all the aspects 

of what a colourful Eid should be!

Jahangir has been indulged in 

her love for fashion for the last 

seven years and has formed a 

métier in the country’s fashion 

industry due to her unique and 

breathtaking clothing range that 

includes pret, formal wear and 

masterfully crafted bridals. The 

label Ansab Jahangir continues to 

grow nationally and internationally. 

In Pakistan, the brand has a 

flagship store at a prime location 

in Karachi. 
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Society

By Zara Maqbool

Marriage is a commitment be-
tween two people to unite their 
individual lives economically, 

physically and emotionally. It’s a big com-
mitment to say the least and many play-
ers play a role in bringing the two people 
together. In most cultures it is the man 
and woman and who they are that de-
termines this union but in our part of the 
world factors like cast, colour, education 
and social status plays a colossal role 
in choices people make. For example, it 
would be rare for a wealthy man to fall 
for a poor woman and vice versa. This 
essentially means that love isn’t as blind 
as we claim it to be.

Amongst factors like beauty, educa-
tion, social status, value system, etc., a 
very important factor is the age of the 
people involved. It’s an idiosyncrasy that 
cannot be shoved under the carpet. Tra-
ditionally in Asia, and to some extent in 
the Western world as well, it is expected 
that the man be a few years older than 
the woman. Same age couples are still 
accepted and in a few rare cases if the 
woman is a year or two older it can be ig-
nored too. But in any case if the age gap 
is huge like the man being a decade or 
more older or the wife being significantly 
older than the husband, it is stigmatized, 
mocked and shamed. The younger 
wives are often referred to as opportun-
ists or gold diggers or older women with 
younger husbands called cougars.

So why is age difference denounced? 
The most important factor is that the 
man and the woman would be at dif-
ferent stages of their lives in terms of 

professional status, for example. A 
younger partner mar-rying the other 
twice his or her age would be expected 
to be financially more stable. An external 
factor like that would affect the dynam-
ics of the interpersonal relationship. The 
older partner would be more powerful, 
confident and experienced, taking a 
powerful position in the relationship. This 
imbalance would affect the relationship 
and eventually as the younger partner 
would grow older and try taking some of 
that power back, it would not be as easy 
and would be met with resistance from 
the other partner.

Another issue with age difference is 
that the child-bearing age for a woman is 
up to 40 in most cases so younger men, 
unless they don’t want to have children, 
would not find a match in an older per-
son. The lack of acceptance from society 
based on some of these factors plays a 
very significant role in why such mar-
riages don’t work. 

In our society, it is the union of families 
and not just the individuals. Very few 
people can withstand the judgment 
thrown their way time and again. Mahira 
a 40-something mother of two recently 
divorced after being married to her 10 
years younger husband. “ In spite of 
having the most wonderful connec-tion, 
I couldn’t bear the digs being constantly 
made by his family and my family.” 

Also for women more than men, the 
status of the husband matters more 
as traditionally men are pro-viders and 
responsible for the family unit. In Mahira’s 
case, she was the breadwinner and 
in spite of that, even that was seen as 
something distasteful as women are con-

ventionally expected to be de-pendent 
on the man. 

Age-gap couples, if they decide to 
commit to marriage, need to see how 
they feel if the families are unsupported. 
Brushing it under the carpet would be 
counterproductive. If they have a solid 
bond they also need to have an open 
and honest conversation about it from 
the word go so that they can unani-
mously stand by the life choice they 
have made. Otherwise, the chances of a 
break-up would increase. 

The success of a relationship depends 
on the factors discussed in the afor-
estated, like social status, val-ues, beliefs 
and goals for the relationship such as 
having children, etc. It also includes the 
emotional quotient of the couple, how 
emotionally intimate they are with each 
other, physical attraction for each other 
and commitment to trusting each other. 
These factors don’t have a lot to do with 
age and two people who are processed 
and connected with their real selves can 
determine the success of a relation-ship. 
World history also has many examples of 
such successful marriages; the Prophet 
Muhamamd’s (p.b.u.h) successful mar-
riage to an older woman, Hazrat Khadija, 
is a prime example. 

Age group, where it is a challenge for 
couples, is not necessarily a barrier in a 
healthy relationship. If a couple comes 
together for the right reasons and is 
comfortable in their skins as individuals, 
the partners will bring the same energy to 
their marriage. A loving union, if formed 
on solid ground, can be above and 
beyond any conditions that society has 
imposed. 

The age gap matters in a married relationship. 
Some couples make it a success, others don’t and 
end up at the losing end.

Age
MAtterS
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By Syeda Maham Rasheed

One of the best sci-fi thrillers 
on Netflix, ‘Dark’, as the title 
suggests, is intensely dark 

with its twists and turns and mind-
bending and utterly complex narra-
tive. A glimpse of what the viewers 
would see is right in the first episode 
that opens with a quote by Albert Ein-
stein, setting the tone for the series. 
The quote is:

‘The distinction between the past, 
present and future is only a stub-
bornly persistent illusion.’

Set in the German town of Win-
den, the series revolves around four 
families; Kahnwald, Nielsen, Doppler 
and Tiedemann – all interconnected 
by a dark past and complicated 
relationships. Though the series 
comes across as merely about a 
town blighted by secrets, lies and the 
disappearance of children, but soon 
transforms into time travel that con-
nects different periods in history that 
are 33 years apart.

The story begins with the disap-
pearances of two children, Erin and 
Mikkel, in the same way as 33 years 
back when Ulrich Nielson’s (Oliver 
Masucci) brother Madds went miss-
ing. While the town is upset about 
the situation, the nuclear power plant 
in Winden that has the potential of 
radioactive materials to travel through 
time is on the verge of an impend-
ing apocalypse and no matter how 
much one wants to travel back to 
alter the present, they always end up 
destroying themselves in an atomic 
explosion.

Adjacent to the power plant lies a 
mysterious cave system in the forest 
that contains a wormhole titled ‘Sic 
Mundus Creatus Est’, also used to 
travel through time. But the radioac-
tive material and the caves are not the 

only way to travel back. There’s 
an actual ticking time machine 
that enables you to travel back 
and forth in 33-year increments. 
The machine was built by the 
scientist-clockmaker H. G. Tannhaus 
(Christian Steyer) who also authors a 
book on the theoretical framework for 
time travel called ‘A Journey Through 
Time’. The time travel dates back to 
the 1880s and travels to the 2050s in 
the future.

Directed by Baran bo Odar and 
written by Jantje Friese with co-
writers, ‘Dark’ is a complicated puzzle 
that the viewers are meant to solve. 
From missing children and time 
travel, temporal loops and prevent-
ing apocalypse to revealing a secret 
society and travelling further back into 
the past, everything is connected. 
And just when one finds the centre of 
the labyrinth, the writers lead you to 
a whole new deeper level, also giving 
you clues to figure out the plot. As 
Adam (Dietrich Hollinderbäumer) al-
ways says, ‘What we know is a drop, 
what we don’t know is an ocean.’

The central character of ‘Dark’ is 
Jonas Kahnwald (Louis Hofmann), a 
yellow-jacket teenager traumatized 
by his father’s suicide. He plays a key 
role in the overall course of events. 
Hofman’s performance continues to 
be top-tier, especially from a young 
actor. Every stare he gives has the 
weight of the hundreds of lifetimes 
he’s now lived.

Other than him, Martha Nielson 
(Lisa Vicari) steals the limelight with 
her killer performance as a teenage 
confused by the mysterious time trav-
el phenomenon. Adam is the leader 
of Sic Mundus, a secret society of 
time travelers and, with his ally Noah 
(Mark Waschke), a sinister priest, he 
tries to end the circle of time. Adam’s 
only opponent is Claudia Tiedemann 

(Julika Jenkins), the woman who was 
in charge of the nuclear power plant 
in her youth and is now on a mission 
to change the course of history and 
prevent unusual happenings.

The best thing about the show is 
the casting. Kudos to casting director 
Simone Bär for bringing in charac-
ters that seem to be probably from a 
similar set of intertwined families. The 
teenagers’ characters, when arriving 
as adults, played by a completely dif-
ferent performer, looks like the same 
person. Hence, there is never a doubt 
as to who the character represents. 
They outshine because none of them 
was all so pure. They all had their 
share of lies and secrets.

With pleasing visuals of the creepy 
forest setting and the caves and ex-
cellent cinematography and flawless 
CGI, ‘Dark’ provides suspense and 
darkness to the storyline.

Spanning multiple centuries and 
various past and present versions 
of each character, ‘Dark’ demands 
attention. The twists and intertwined 
loops of events are so intricately 
placed in the storyline that every 
visual and dialogue is important. The 
constant gripping revelations are 
unexpected yet logical. At one point, 
one would witness four versions of 
the same person in the same room. 

‘Dark’ is the perfect epitome of a 
well thought out show, meticulously 
crafted and executed. It revolution-
izes time travel storytelling, challeng-
ing the audience to come to terms 
with a reality where histories are not 
cast in stone. Definitely one of the 
most smartly and consistently written 
shows of our time. 
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One cannot talk about the 
drama serial ‘Raqeeb Se’ 
without first mentioning the 

writer Bee Gul and the director Kashif 
Nisar who brings Bee Gul’s poetic 
script to life. The writer-director duo 
has previously worked together on 
the award-winning serial ‘Darr Si Jati 
Hai Sila’. In collaboration with Hum 
TV, the two bring ‘Raqeeb Se’ and 
just like their previous venture, this 
one too is making headlines for all the 
right reasons.

The title of the show ‘Raqeeb Se’ 
is heavily inspired by a poem by Faiz 
Ahmed Faiz. The young poet, also 
known as Faiz, falls in love with a 
girl but unfortunately, she leaves the 
city only to return years later when 
Faiz is an Urdu literature pioneer. 
The encounter with his former love 
inspires Faiz to write a poem ‘Raqeeb 
Se’. The background story of the 
poem plays a crucial role in the serial 
and promises to be different from 
Bee Gul’s previously written dramatic 
works.

Set in the outskirts of Sialkot, the 
drama tells the story of two love birds 
who come face to face after 20 years 
in unusual circumstances. With an 
intriguing storyline, the story opens 
with Sakina (Hadiqa Kiani) and her 
daughter Ameera (Iqra Aziz) knock-
ing at the door of Maqsood Sahib 
(Nouman Ijaz). Memories flash by 
when he sees Sakina, his former love, 
on the doorstep in a not-so-good 
situation as traces of domestic abuse 
are visible all over her. Seeing his past 
in front of him, he reconciles with his 
old pain.

Sakina requests him for shelter but 
he refuses to help her. However, his 
wife Hajra (Sania Saeed) seems much 
more sympathetic and lets Sakina 
stay at their home till things are 
figured out. The love story is so tragic 
that even Hajra and daughter Insha 
(Faryal Mehmood) become aware of 
it. Without a word, she takes Sakina 
and her daughter in. The scene is 
sudden and yet very subtle. The pace 
at which the story progresses is ex-

cellent. Maqsood Sahib is at a point 
when his past can easily overshadow 
his present. The question is, will 
Sakina stay out of his life or will she 
destroy what Maqsood and his wife 
Hajra have built over the years?

The performances from the leads 
are great and make the serial compel-
ling to watch. The family relationships 
seem effortlessly natural and are 
undoubtedly the heart of the plot. 
When it comes to acting, no one 
can beat Nouman Ijaz as he excels 
in every role he takes on. Struggling 
between his former love and his wife, 
it is interesting to watch how his 
character unfolds.

Though Maqsood Sahib is the 
centre of the story, it is the women 
who are a towering force in the se-
rial and the show stealer is Hadiqa 
Kiyani. It is impossible to believe 
that the serial is her debut as a TV 
actor. Her phenomenal acting as she 
portrays the hardships of an abused 
housewife has viewers in awe of her 
performance. Even without speaking 
any lines at places, her face tells a 
thousand stories. 

Sania Saeed as Hajra takes it to 
the next level. Playing the calm and 
cool wife, she shows us a completely 
different perspective of a woman 
who, without whining, welcomes 
her husband’s former love and even 
tends to her wounds and listens to 
her. The role offers a completely fresh 

character to Sania to develop and all 
credit goes to her for her impeccable 
acting prowess; even the heaviest of 
lines  sound like an everyday conver-
sation.

Iqra Aziz as Ameera is seemingly 
unapologetic but deep down she 
longs for Maqsood Sahib as the 
father she never had. Faryal Meh-
mood as Insha is the opposite of 
Ameera. She is independent, sensible 
and calm, just like her mother but 
often questions her mother’s actions 
towards Sakina. Her confrontation 
with the two leading ladies is done 
brilliantly.

‘Raqeeb Se’ sets a benchmark as 
it achieves the milestone of having 
a powerful women-centric story be-
cause sensible and dignified women 
without any hidden agendas are a 
rare sight in TV serials. This serial 
manages to keep the viewers hooked 
to its engaging storyline that is both 
fresh and very familiar. The serial has 
set some very high standards and 
with such a strong cast and brilliant 
performances, viewers hope that 
‘Raqeeb Se’ will be a success.

The soundtrack by Hadiqa Kiani 
is great and melancholic. It perfectly 
encapsulates the longing of past love 
which is the overarching narrative of 
the show. So, if you like slow but grip-
ping stories with a master plot, you 
will enjoy what Bee Gul and Kashif 
Nisar bring to the small screen. 

UNAbidiNg LOve
rAqeeb Se
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